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It preface. 

prospects before him, confident as I am, that tbe 
fame power which has sustained and propelled him 
onward, will again cluster around, and through him, 
carry out the principles begun by a Jefferson, and 
thus far perfected by the venerable Jackson, 
whose fame will endure " while the earth bears a 
plant 9 or the sea rolls its wdves,'^ No doubt he 
will again, be opposed by a phalanx, sustained as 
they have been, from the vaults of a gigantic British 
institution, in the disguise of a United States 
Bank, which, Vampibe-like, was fast preying on 
the vitals of the Republic ! Thanks to an over- 
ruling Providence! A Jackson, and a Bentow, 
dared encounter, and stay the further progress of that 
many headed Monster ! seconded, on all occasions, 
by the firm friend to Democracy, Martin Van Bit- 
KEN, and nobly sustained by the American people. 

For one, I do not doubt the native as well as 
adopted freemen of my country, will, at the ap- 
proaching Presidential Election, prove to the 
surrounding nations of the earth, that American ci- 
tizens are superior to any and all combinations that 
have been or may be entered into for the overthrow 
of Democracy. If such an overthrow be accom- 
plished, you then indeed would have a constructive ^^ 
instead of a practical Democratic Republican 
Government. 

Forget not, the Government is your own^ and 
your cl|ildren demand at your hands its transmission 
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FREFACB. T 

QDixnjMiired to them as your Itzst best legacy. Re- 
member the Reign of Kings is hastening to decay. 

* 

The Grovernment then . of fight y belongs to the 
sovereign people, before whom all o£Bcers must bow 
— at whose shrine I would ever be a worshipper. 

Behold then, Fellow-citizenSy the tree of Liber- 
ty! — perched thereon is the American Eagle with bis 
broad and spreading wings, holding in his beak a 
SCROLL, on which is inscribed Van Burev, Democ- 
RACY, Union and Liberty. 

With these remarks I submit t6 my countrymen 
the following compilation. The biographical sketch 
was written by a gentleman intimately acquainted 
with the public and private history of Mr. Van Bu- 
ren, for the Cabinet, a literary publication which 
appeared in 1830. It was afterwards enlarged by 
its author in the summer of 1832. As Mr. Van Bu- 
ren was then in nomination for the office of Vice 
President, special reference was made to that ciroam- 
stance, and a strong conviction was expressed that he 
would be elected to that high office. I have prefer- 
red to retain this part of the memoir, although the 
particular language is no longer precisely applicable 
to the present state of things, because I have no right 
to alter the language of another, and more especially, 
because by the energy and virtue of the people, that 
part of it which looked to the future, has already 
become history. — The selection I have made from 
the speeches and writings of Mr. Van Buren, will 
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not only illustrate and verify lAany of the statements 
in the biography; but will exhibit the sound, demo- 
cratic and statesman-like principles, by which his pub- 
lic conduct has been governed, and which have hith- 
erto commanded the public approbration. The 
speech of Mr. Forsyth, on the nomination of Mr. 
Van Buren as minister to Great Britain, in secret ses- 
sion of the Senate in 1832, the correspondence with 
the President on the san^e point, and the late letter 
of Col. Benton, being all connected with the sub- 
ject of this volume, and highly valuable in them- 
selves, will, I hope, be interesting to my readers. 
And I trust that the cheering anticipations and patri- 
otic wishes, which have led me to prepare this com- 
pilation, will be confirmed by the sovereign People 
of these United States in the election of 1836. 
To the American public, 

WM. EMMONS. 
WoMngton^ Feb. 22, 1835. 
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\itftd M attorney and conDsellor^ aod thai •»- 
Itt tlw Co)omfora bar> then ntimberin^ among 
ken several of the first men in the state; bul 
Id was not fairlj spread before him untit Ma 
ion as counsellor in the Supreme COttrt> whkk 
laae in Febriisiy, 1807. 

fhad always a^red to distinction at the bar; bnt 
he had within him not only the desire^ bul 
rtiements of success, he was obh'ged to force bis 
Ibrough an (^position at once powerful and pe> 
The political dissensions which then agita- 
Union, were carried, in Columbia coanty^ti 
itest extremities. The title to a large pertioii 
soil was vested in a few ancient families^ tfa^ 
iadatto of which had been endowed, during th» 
MSial government, with a species of baronial pra^ 
^ve. The members of these families were 
Uf fiMleralists, and as they carried with them 
thb wealthy freeholders, and thp great niaas of 
I merchants and protessional men, they were eiia» 
d to maintain, for many years, ati tininterrupted 
endency in the county. Their reign was net that 
toleration or liberality; on the contrary, the fed* 
lista of Columbia, partly perhaps from the spiritMl 
I infleiible diaracter of their opponents, wem 
ong the most decided and thoroagb goilig jMrtt** 
IS id the state. Mr. Van Buren was a^ objeef^ 
;h them, of peculiar hostility. He wa^ a ptebdbm 
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aoi t democrat; he was disatitute of fortune and in 
need of patronage; and yet he would neither wor- 
ihip at the shrine of. wealth, nor court the favor of 
the powerful — worse than all — he possessed, talents, 
and was not afraid to exert theni, ia^tbe face, and to 
the prejudice, of his political enemies^ "^ It was there- 
fore thought to be a matter of interest if not of duty, 
to keep him in the shade ; and nothing was omitted 
hat seemed likely to produce such a result. 

Undismayed by persecution, unru£9ed by the petty 
arts of loquacity and slander, and overleaping the ob* 
^cles by which his progress was obstructed, Mr. Van 
Buren pressed forward in the race before him. <^He 
that seeketh to be eminent amongst able men,^^ says 
Liord Bacion ^'hath a hard task.^^ That task, and more 
than that Mr. Van Buren undertook, for he strove not 
only for eminence, but mastery. There was a noble 
'dftfing in the very attempt to cope with these formida- 
ble adversaries, which would almost have compensa- 
ted for the want of success; but by unremitted atten- 
tion to business, by diligent preparqt^n, and by the utr 
most exertion of his powers, such^ issue was pre- 
vented. His faculties, naturally acute, were not only 
sharpened by these conflicts, but invigorated and 
rapidfy enlarged; and it was not long before he was 
enabled to contend on high and equal ground, with 
the ablest of the group. This, after the promotion of 
lodge W. W. Van Ness, was Elisha WilUam«,^ihe 
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■Mst celebrated jury hwyer in the stated enf pro&a* 
b]y in tl)e Union, then in the priaae of aMinboedi 
and nearly at the zenith of his iame. 

In 1809} Mr. Van Buren removed to the eity of 
Hodsoni whicb'was also the residence of M|\ WiU 
liams; and froifrthat time they divided, and ANrmany 
years contrnued to divide, the professional Itaainess 
of the county. They stood also at the head of the 
politipal parties to which they were respectively at* 
taehed. 

The writer has often witnessed, in other places, 
displays of great forensic talent; but he has nevM 
seen causes tried with any thing^^ like the zeal, the 
skill, or the effect, which were always exhibited at 4 
Columbia circuit, during the period referred to. A 
trial there was an intellectual combat of the highest 
order; the antagonists were stimulated, not only by 
professional duty and the love of fame, but by a ri« 
valry political and personal, which never suffered in? 
lermission or decline. This rivalry to which we 
have alluded, continued for more than ten years; and 
if time and space' permitted, it would be interesting, 
et least to the professional reader, to develope mone 
fully than we can now do, the characters of the 
parties and the history of their conflicts. 

I9 the mean time, Mr. Van Buren had followed 
Ms distinguished rival to the feigher courts, and to 
Ihe iribuod t^f the last resort iie tbene encauaterei 
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The fubject of this memoir displayed, in early 
boyhoody endowments so superior, that his faoiily 
resolved to educate him for the bar. He was accord- 
ingly placed, at the age of fourteen, in the office of 
Francis Sylvester, Esq., then and still a much re- 
spected Ksideftt of Kiflderheok, and at the tine re- 
ferred to, a practitioner of the law. Prior to the 
conclusion of his term of study, he spent about 
twelve months in the office of William P. Van Ness, 
thto fr distinguished lawyer and politician k> the city 
of New- York.* His residence in that city afforded 
Mi*. Vaa Bureo opportunities of instruction and im- 
provement, superior to any that he had before enjoy- 
oil and as he was both eager in pursuing, and apt in 
ecquirii^ knowledge, he employed these advantages 
Mritb diligence and profiti 

■^ November,*! SOS, he was licensed as an attorney 
m the Supreme Court, and immediately thereafter 
eommenced professional business in his native village, 
in connexion with a half brother, considei^ably his 
senior. At the next term of the county courts, he 

•Thid g^ntltstnun havJnjj afterwards held the office of District 
Midgo of tiie United States for the southern district of New-York, 
U-sotoe'times con(bundcd with William W. Van Ness, fok* ntiny 
jT^ars a Judge of the Suprcnu: Court of the State — a mistake 
which happens the more readily, from tlieir bcin^ both natives of 
t^tumbia coilnty, and both grently distinguished by their talents 
attd^ii^ttAMieltOn ttKth poUttcal affaint, thougii tliey belonged, 
the former to the republican, and tiie latter to the fedeml part)r^ 
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wi8iKi«rriCt«dM ftltottM3)^aiid«otiiiseIIol% ftodlliat 
roH^d in Ike CMomfahi bar^ then nt)m)i«r!iig atnmg 
il» itiembert several of the first men in the vUtis^ kok 
the field wat not Mtly ipread before hitk ttottt )rii> 
adiQiiBi^on M eoiinseltdr in the Supreme C^mt^ vrhUk 
took place m Febf iiaryy 18^7. 

H^ebad always a^red to dAsttnction at tbelMtr^ bot 
thoiigte he had wilhin him not only the deiliray lut 
the elements ef success, he was obliged to ibree hll 
way through an Of^position at once powerful and pe> 
culiai*. The political dissensions which then agittth 
ted the Union, were carried, in Columbia coonty^ ^ 
the greatest extremitteSb The title to a large perticN^ 
of the soil was vested in a few ancient families^ tb^ 
fbunderis of which had been endowed, d ic in g ibm 
colenial government, with a species of baroikial jfn^ 
rogati ve. The members of these fMiiliee wetv gAjh- 
erally fajfcralists, and as they carried with then mft' 
of the wealthy freeholders, and thie great naiRi dt 
the merchants and professional men> they weire ^il»^ 
bled to maintain, tot many yean», ab ttiuntttmiptQd 
ascendency in thft'county. Thei^ reign uraa not that 
of toleration or liberality $ on the t^ontriuy, tbe fed*' 
eralists of Columbia, partly perhaps fh>in th<B qiiflfUwl 
and infleitible eharacter of their opponents, inm 
among the most decided and thoroc^ goihg ]MSlk 
2anit in the state. Mi". Van Bunen watfM ob)eel| 
irith thtm^ o< peculiar h^tility. Ui w$i » pIeb«lMi 
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preparfttory studies. We mcntton this for the pli^ 
pose of reminding the junior members of' the btr, 
that if they would emulate and equal the suecessftti 
career we hare delineated, they must rely not on 
genius alone, nor on general knowledge or a diversi* 
fied experience, but on the surer aids to be derive4 
from a perfect acquaintance with their subjeeti and 
• eareful premeditation of what they are to say. 

The public life and servioes of Mr. Van Buren, to 
which we shall now direct the attention of our read- 
ers, demand a fuller notice than that bestowed on his 
professional career. It must, however, necessarily 
be brief; for to bring them out, in their just propor- 
tions, would require a volume, and would lead to dis- 
eussions foreign to this place. His first connexion 
with political afiairs was in the great contest which 
preceded the civil revolution of 1801. His father. 
Si whig in the revolution, and an anti-federalist of 
1788, was among the earl ist supporters of Mr. Jef* 
ferson. The son, then a law student at Kinderhook, 
espoused with great warmth the same principles; but 
Ills course was emphatically his own. It was the re- 
mit of a decided conviction, that the conduct and doo- 
Irines of the men in power, were not only repugnant 
•o the spirit of theeonstitution, but subversive of the 
r|^ts of the people, and calculated to lead to an aris- 
oeralie government The strength and integrity of 
Ibeao^eonvietiens were aevorely tested. The gentlo» 
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nMUi ID whose office he was a student was a high toned 
federalist; so was a near and much loved relative, his 
earliest patron* A majority of the inhabitants^ includ- 
ing nearly all the wealthy families, and most if not alt 
his youthful associates, belonged to the same party, 
and that party then had the ascendency, not only in his 
own town, but in the county, the state, and the Union. 
Aware of his superior endowments, and anxious to 
save him from what was deemed by many of his 
friends a fatal, if not a criminal heresy, great ex- 
ertions were made to attach him to the dominant 
party. Every motive which could operate on the 
mind of an ardent and ambitious young man, was 
held out to him but without success. He persisted 
in maintaining the principles he had espoused, and 
he spared no pains to inculcate them upon others, es- 
pecially by animated addresses at the meetings of the 
people. His devotion, thus early, to the popular 
cause, though it exposed him to the implacable hos- 
tility of the federalists, i^cured for him the confi- 
dence and affections of the democracy of the town, 
and soon made him so conspicuous in his county » 
that in the latter part of 1800 or beginning of 1801, 
when only in his eighteenth or nineteenth year, he 
was one of her representatives in a republican eon- 
ventidn composed of delegates from the counties of 
Rensselaer and Columbia, and held for the purpose of 
opmioatuig a candidate for the^ bouse of represeota* 



19 WMoarar ov 

tl«ii» 0# ihtft cfvofiw, hi astiated the t^erMi fio^ 
Ktitisni^ with whom he was associftted, ki preparing 
a* acMreaa to the electors. During the residue ef 
bii ininarity he was m the habit ef representing th# 
nepuUicans of his town in the county convenltons^ 
aad of taking as active and effieient a part in the po- 
litical contests of the day, as any of his seniors^ 

His first appearance as an elector, was in. the 
q)ring of 1804, when, in common with ihe great mass 
of the party in which he had been bred, he supported 
Morgan Lewis for governor of Mew York in opposi- 
tion to Aaron Burr. Here again his integrity and 
independence were strikingly exemplified. Mr. 
Van Ness, with whom he had recently been a stu- 
dent, was the intimate friend of Col. Bur/ ; and Mr. 
Van Buren himself, whilst a resident in the city of 
Mew York, had received many flattering attentions 
from that gentleman. Several of the leading repub- 
licans of Cohimbia county, including some of Mr. 
Van Bufen's earliest friends, were among the warm- 
est supporters of Col. Burr. Yet Mr. Van Buren 
took a decided stand against Col. Burr, on the ground 
that he was the candidate of the party opposed to 
Mn Jefferson, and to the democracy of the state.<^-« 
His course' on this occasion subjected him to some 
temporary antipathies ; but its wisdom and propriety 
wett sanctioned by the judgment of the people, and 
al the present day^ will hardly be called in t|a^itioii. 
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In 1807 tW ^Lemocntic parijr wa» again 4iiHded 
betweea Leivisand Tompkins, and Mr* T^n/BuMn 
i^ia aeling in. unison with tfa^ majori^i was among 
ibe aioat decided aiipporters of the latter. la 180^ 
he was appointed Surrogate of the couniy^ an office 
which he heldtmtil February^ 1613, when the fede* 
ral party having acquired, the ascendency in that 
jbraocb i}{ the legislature which controlled the a|>- 
pointing power, he was promptly renvoved. 

From the moment when, in early youth, he es» 
poused the democratic principle, he never wavered 
in his course. Mr. Jefferson's administration receiv 
ed hi^ uniform support ; though in the ardor of 
youth&d patriotism, he sometimes wished for a more 
decided policy towards the invaders of our neatral 

m 

rights. During the whole period of the British en- 
croachments, he was among those who labored to 
awaken, in our councils and people, a spirit of indig- 
nation and resistance. The embargo, and other re- 
•trictive measures adopted by coVigress, met his de- 
cided approbation ; and were frequently vindicated 
by him in popular addresses, and on other occasions. 
In the dark days which followed these measures, he 
neither apostatized^ nor flinched, nor doubted. His 
support of th^ government was not merely active, 
btttzealous; nor was his the zeal of ordinary meo.-^ 
It absorbed his whole soul; it led to untiring exer- 
tion ; it was exhibited on all occasions, and under 
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«I1 circQiDStances. Neither the contumely of inflated 
wealthy- nor the oppositioti of invidious talent, nor 
thcf weekly revilings of a licentious press, nor a suc- 
cession of defeats in his own county, could induce 
him to conceal or to modify his political se^timeolSy 
or to temporize in his policy or conduct 

The influence of such principles, accompanied bj ^ 
talents like those of Mr. Van Buren, was not to fai 
circumscribed within the limits of a single county. 
It accordingly extended \h the same proportion with " 
his professional reputation; and as early as 1811, vve 
find him taking the lead in a meeting held at the 
seat of goTcrnment, and composed chiefly of the de. 
ino^ratic members of the legislature. In 1811, he 
took great interest in the question of the renewal of 
the United States Bank. In connexion with the ve- 
nerable George Clinton, and other leading members 
of the party in his state, he strenuously opposed the 
re-chartering of that institution. After congress 
had decided this question, a powerful association ,. 
was formed, for the purpose of procuring from the 
state legislature a charter for the Bank of America, 
to be established in the city of New York, with a 
capital (enormous for a local bank) of 816,000,000. — 
As the democracy of the state, with 6ut few excep- 
tions; considered this application a sort of substitute i 
for the renewal of the national bank, they took strong 
groiifid against it Mr. Van Buren was one of its moat 
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prominent opponents. TRe republicans -of his coun-? 
ty were convened on the subject. He delivered to 
them a powerful speech against the proposed appli- 
gation^ which was denounced in a series of resolu- 
tions prepared by him and adopted by the meetings 
as a most dangerous and anti-republican measure. — 
His sentiments on ther main question^ and his -belief 

^ that improper means had been resorted to by the 
%ehts of the bank, conspired to recommend to his 
. approbation and support, the prorogation of the legis- 
lature by Governor Tompkins, in April, 1812; and 
he accordingly sustained that energetic measure by 
the'aciitVe exertion of his influence and talentjs. At 
this juncture he was, for the first time, put in nomi- 
nation for an elective office — that of state senator 
for the * then middle district. A more violent strug- 
gle was hardly evei; known in the state ; Mr. Van 
Buren succeeded, but by a majority of less than two 
hundred out of twenty thousand votes. 

He took his seat in the sepate in November, 1812, 

'' at the meeting held for the choice of presidential 

electors. The republican members of the legisla- 

p' ture having, in the preceding summer, nominated 
De "VKitt Clinton for president, in opposition tp Mr. 
Madison, then^a candidate for re-election, and that 
nomination having be(^n tendered to, and accepted 

^ .by Mjr. Clinton, Mr. Van Baren thought it due to 
coiMJbstency and good faith, to support electors frieqd- 
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ly to that gentleman. He wa» also prompted to thiu 
coui*86 by an impression, that the character and mea- 
mjlfdB of the existing administration were not suffi* 
ci<^tljr decisive and energetic; and by a sincere and 
coti&dent belief that Mr. Clinton, though supported 
by many opponents of the war, would yet, ifelected, 
prosecute that contest with more vigour and success 
than his amiable and enlightened competitor. Be- 
sides— Mr. Van Buren had been bred in the political 
sentiments of George Clinton, and on the death of that 
iNustrious patriot, had naturally transferred much of 
his respect for the name, principles and character of 
the uncle, to his distinguished nephew, who, up to 
that period had been generally regarded as a pillar of 
the democratic party. In these views a majority of 
the republicans in each branch of the legislature con-> 
'curred; and Mr. Clinton accordingly received the 
Tote of New- York. Mr. Van Buren, however, 
uniformly declared that he would abide by the de- 
cision of the majority; and that he would support to 
»the ead, every measure of the government, by whom- 
soever it might be administered, which was calcula* 
'ted to bring the war — a measure which he bad advd* 
•dated in advance, and constantly defended-->-to a suC' 
Jeessful result. In conformity with these pmiciples, 
he took a leading part in the winter of 1813, in the 
^domination of Gov. Tompkins, whose patriotisfli 
had identified him with the history ^ the comhrff 
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an8 whose re-electiou seemed essential to the prosoi- 
cutioirof the war, if not to the existence of the gpf- 
ernment. On this occasion he wrote the address to 
the electors of the state, issued by therepuhlican 
members, of the legislature — an elaborate aod elo* 
quent production^ in which the duty of sustaining th^ 
administration in the prosecution of the war,, was 
enforced by every motive that could reach the beartSj 
or call out the energies of the people* The extracts 
from this address which have recently beea lauid he** 
fore the public, will*have enabled them to test th^ 
justice of this remark. It was widely circuUtedn 
and produced the d.esired effect. 

1q the election of April, 1813, Mr. Clinton, and 
many of his friends, supported the candidate of tha 
opposition ; and from this point a separation ensued 
beCween that distinguished statesman and Mr. Van 
Buren, which, as to all political matters, contiaued 
ever after. 

The sessions of 1813 and 14, were peculiarly trjip- 
ing. The federalists then had the control in the 
assembly, and werd violent and uniform in their Ofr 
position to the war and to its supporters. A maJQ* 
rityofthe senators, 4vith Mr. Van Buren and bis 
able coadjutors, Nathan Sanford and Erastus Boot, kt 
their head, were equally inflexible in their support 
of the government. They passed many bills of a. 
patriotic character, which were rejected by the other 
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bmnch. This led to several public conferences^ in 
which the ^intsin controversy — involving n6t only 
the particular measures in dispute, but the justice 
and expediency- of the war, and the conduct and nfe-' 
rits of the national administration — were debated at 
large, in the presence of the two houses, by commit- 
tees chosen on the part of each, and with all the 
energy and ardor which the spirit of the times was 
calculated to inspire. These conferences, from the 
nature of their subjects, the solemnity witlv which 
they were conducted, and the crowded an4 excited 
auditories that attended them, presented opportuni- 
ties for the display of popular eloquence, almost ri- 
valling in dignity and interest, the assemblies of * 
ancient Greece. In all of them Mr. Van Burcn was 
a principal speaker on the part of .the senate, and J^y 
his readiness and dexterity in debate, his powerful 
reasoning, and his patriotic defence of the govern^ 
ment and its measures, commanded great applause. 
On one occasion in particular, he delivered a speech 
of such eloquence and power, that immediately after 
the termination of the debate, a committee was ap- 
pointed by the republicans of Albany — who, in 
great numbers, had attended in the' galleries— to pre- 
sent him the thanks of their constituents, and to pro- 
cure a copy of tlie speech for publication. This re- 
quest, however, could not be complied with, as the 
speech had been delivered without even the usual 
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prepantive of short notes ; and Mr. V^a BurQO» 
whp was then in feeble beaUby b^d neither Uiqq nor 
•trengtb to write it out. 
In {September 1814, the legislature was epnyoked 
;. by the Executive^, to deliberate gn the alarming qri* 
'* , w then existing. The republicans had then, regain* 
edflheir control in both branchesi -and various mea- 
sures were adopted with the express view of aiding 
the national administration^ in* the prosecution of thft 
war. Of these, in addition to acts making appro-i 
priations of money, the most prominent were .the 
acts ** to authorise the raising of troops for the de^ 
pence of the state,'' and to "enqourage privateering 
associations.'' These bills were each supported by 
Mr. Van Buren ; but the first and mq^t important— « 
which wfts known among its friends as the ^' classif^^ 
cation," and among its enemies as the *^ conscrip- 
tion" bill, and which very much resembled the clas- 
sification bill subsequently reported to congress by 
Mr. Monroe — was peculiarly his measure, it having 
been matured and introduced by him. They were 
^'^ assailed by the opposition, both in and out of the 
legislature, with unwonted violence. In the qoun-^ 
cil of rovision, Chancellor Kent. delivered writt^^ 
opinions, denouncing them^ as inconsistent with the 
spirit of the constitution, and the public good.-^ 
Those opinions, though overruled by the other mem- 
bers of the eoun^Mi were published in this newspa- 

2* 
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pers and extensively circulated ; and from the high 
repUtaftiOn of their learned and estimable author, 
they were eminently calculated to excite doubts as 
to (he validity of the laws, and to impair public con- 
fidence in those who enacted them. 

In this state of things, Col. Young, then speaker 
of the assembly, and the principal champion in that 
house, of the measures thus impugned, undertook' 
their defence, and especially that of the Classification 
law, in a series of letters, written with great ability^ 
and addressed to the chancellor, under the signature 
of Juris ConsxiUus, They were answered by t^- 
micus Curias, (supposed to be the chancellor himself,)- 
who was replied to by Mr. Van Buren, in four 
numbers under the signature of %/Imicus Juris Con- 
suUus, In the first of these papers, he took a gene- 
ral view of the several topics connected with the 
controversy ; the others were devoted to a minute 
examination of the various objections made by the' 
Chancellor, and by Jlmictis Curiae, for the act en- 
couraging privateering associations. This controver- 
sy, as conducted by all the parties, was one of the 
ablest which grew out of the last war. Mr. Van 
Buren's share of it, which was distinguished by great 
ability and research, soon became known among his 
political friends, and contributed in no small degree, 
to his appointment as Attorney General, which took 
place in the February following. He. was soon after 
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appointed by the legislature, a Regent of the XJni- 
versitjr; 

In 1816, he was re-elected to the Senate, and re- 
mained in that body until 1820, when his term of 
service expired. From the commencement to the 
close of his legislative career, he was found among 
the supporters of every measure connected with the' 
great interests of the state. He was particularly 
distinguished as a leading and most efficient advocate 
of those great plans of public improvement which 
have since conferred, not alone on the state by which 
they have been executed, but on the age in which we 
live, such imperishable honor. 

The next step in Mr. Van Buren's progress, places 
him on higher ground than any he has yet occupied. 
We have seen him one of the most active and con- 
spicuous politicians in his native state ; we are now 
to regard him as the acknowledged rival, in influ- 
ence and renown, of the most celebrated of her sons 
— De Witt Clinton. In March, 1817, that gentle- 
man was nominated by the republican convention as 
a candidate to succeed Gov. Tompkins, who had 
been chosen Vice president of the United States: — 
Mr, Van Buren was one of thle minority in this con- 
vention, though in accordaiice with the usages and 
feelings appropriate to such occasions, he acquiesced 
in the result Mr. Clinton was subsequently el^cted^' 
j^lmost without opposition^ but* ^ whether with, or 
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without cause, we stop not to inquire — gave little 
satisfactian to the democracy of the state. A divi- 
sion of the party soon after took place i the great 
mass, with Mr. Van Buren in their numberi opposed 
bis re-election, and from this time until the death of 
Governor Clinton, these distinguished citizens stood 
at the head of the great political parties of New 
York. Mr. Van Buren at the commencement of 
this era was Attorney General of the state, but the 
council of appointment, at whose pleasure the officQ 
was held, was devoted to M^. Clinton. This, how- 
ever, did not prevent him from pursuing with frank* 
ness and decision, the course which his judgment bad . 
prescribed ; though he was aware that the loss of 
office would inevitably follow ; and he was accord- 
ingly removed in July, 1819. Opposition to Mr. 
Clinton was the only cause assigned for this mea^ure^ 
which was to Mr. Van Buren one of the most for-f 
tunate events in his public life. It commended him 
more than ever to the confidence and affections of- 
the firm party men, who remembered his uniform 
adherence to the republican cause, and above all, his 
vigorous support of the government, at the most 
gloomy period of the war. It also largely contribut- 
ed to the peculiar result of the election in 1820, 
when the opponents of Governor Clinton, though 
tbey failed in preventing his re-election, carried both 
branobes of the legislature, A restoration to th^ 
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office of Attorney General was tendered to Mr. Van 
Buren by his political friends, but being declined by 
him, he was appointed in February 1821, a senator 
in the congress of the United States. 

In the interval between that appointment and the 
next congress, a convention was held to amend the 
constitution of tfce state. Mr, Van Buren, who had 
warmly advocated this measure, especially with a 
view to the extension of the right of suffrage, was 
unexpectedly returned to it, though a resident of Al- 
bany, by the republican electors of Otsego, as a 
member from that county. 

Many venerable and distinguished men, together 
with most of the active talent of the state, were 
found in this convention. It is, therefore, a high 
compliment — ^though it be only simple truth — to say, 
that in all the deliberations of this enlightened as- 
sembly, Mr. Van Buren, if not first, was certainly 
one of the foremost. His speeches on the various 
questions submitted to the convention, are published 
in the report of its proceedings, and are among the 
ablest in the volume. They are particularly worthy 
of note, for the clear and comprehensive manner in 
which they discuss the great principles of govern- 
ment, and for their soundness, moderation and jus- 
tice. But it is not thje mere display of talent or 
wisdom, t|}at illustrates this portioa of Mr. Van 
Buren's history. His conduct in the convention i$ 
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entitled to other, and we doubt not posterity will 
deeiQ it higher, praise — the praise which belongs to 
independence! magnanimity and virtue. He entered 
it under circumstances most flattering to his pride — 
the acknowledged leader of a triumphant majority ; 
he was compelled before the termination of the ses- 
sion, either to assent to a course of proceeding in re- 
lation to the judiciary establishments^ which he 
deemed uncalled for and improper^ or to separate 
from some of the oldest and most valued of his 
friends. He chose, without hesitation or misgiving, 
the latter alternative, and was placed, as he foresaw 
would be the consequence, in the ranks of the mi- 
nority. His conduct, on this occasion, was so evi- 
dently the result of principle, that those of his party 
who differed from him in opinion, honored himt^the 
more for his firmness and integrity — the separation 
it produced, wa3 therefore confined to the questions 
which occasioned it.* 

• The following extract from a speech of Mr. Van Buren dp- 
ion'one of the xneaaures above referred to, will not only illus- 
trate this part of his public conduct, but give some idea of his 
manner iQ debate. 

-r— •* The matter therefore being clear, that^the only effect of the 
amendment would be to turn cut of office the present incum- 
bents, [the Judges of the Supreme Court,] he subniitted to t|^ 
convention whether it would be either just or wise to do so.— % 
Be submitted it, he said, paiticulaily to that porttcm of the con-i 
rentioDy who would be held responsible for its doing»--aad vha 
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He took his seat in the Senate of the United 
States in December, 1821, In 1827, he was re- 
would in a political point of view, be the chief sufferers by a 
failure of the ratification of their proceedings by the people.— 
^e warned them to reflect sferiously on this most interesting 
matter. He directed their attention to the never ending feuds 
and bitter controversies which would inevitably grow out of a 
loss of the amendments adopted by the convention. He knew 
welly he said, how apt, men placed in their situation — Cheated by 
discussions, and sometimes pressed by indiscreet friends— were 
to suffer their feelings to be excited, and to lead them into mea- 
sures which their sober judgments would condemn. H was 
their duty to rise superior to all such feelings. He asked thera 
to reflect for a moment, and then answer him, whether, when 
they left home, they had ever heard the least intimation from 
their constituents, that instead of amending the constitution upon 
general principles, they were to descend to pulling down ob- 
noxious officers through the medium of the convention ; and he 
asked them whether tliey were not sensible of the great danger 
of surprising the public at this advanced stage of the sessioi^ 
when the greatest uneasiness already prevailed, by a measure so 
unexpected. There was, he smd, no necessity for, or propriety 
in, this measure. They had already thrown wide open the 
doors of approach to Ainwoiihy incumbents. They had altered 
the impeaching power, from two-thirds to a bare majority.— 
They had provided also that the chancellor and judges should 
be removable by the vote of two-thirds of one branch, and a bate 
majority of the other. The judicial officer who could not be 
reached in either of those ways, ought not to be touched.-^ 
There were therefore no public reasons for the measure, and^f 
not, then why are we to adopt it ? Certainly not fh>m;per«oiitl 
feelings. If personal feelings could or ought to influence .«• 
against the individual who would probably be most affected bj 
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elected to the same station. To describe the share 
taken by him in the proceedings of the Senate, 
would be to copy the journals of that body for the 
seven years during which he was a member, l^efore 
the end of the first session, he had established, in an 
assembly containing such men as Rufus King and 
William Pinckney, a reputatbn of the highest grade, 
which was successfully maintained in after years. 

It has often been demonstrated, that the sarcastic 
remark of Mr. Burke, " that lawyers are not at 

the adoption of this amendment, [Judge W. W. Van Ness] Mr. 
Van Buren supposed that he above all others, would be excused 
for indulging them. He could with truth say, that he had 
through his whole life been assailed from that quarter, with 
hostility, political, professional and personal — ^hostility which had 
been the most keen, active and un3rielding. But sir, said he, am 
I on that account, to avail myself of my situation as a representa- 
tive of the people, sent here to make a constitution for them and 
their posterity, and to indulge my individual resentments in the 
prostration of my private and political adversary ? He hoped it 
was unnecessary for him to say, that he should forever despise 
himself if he could be capable of such conduct. He also hoped 
that that sentiment was not confined to himself alone, and that 
the convention would not ruin its character and credit, by pro- 
cee^ng to such extremities."-— [Carter and Ston^a DebaUs of the 
^Conveniion, p. 535. 

The conduct of Mr. Van Btireh on this occasion, and on the 
ncnnination of Mr. Clay as Secretary of State, furnishes a con- 
elusive refutation to the charge of "proscription** recently made 
by the latter, in the United States Senate, and is strikingly con- 
tiwted with hit course on the occasion referred ta 
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home in legi3lative assemblies," has no application to 
the American bar. Of this, Mr. Van Buren fur- 
nishes a new and signal proof. In the Senate of 
New York, he showed himself an able and fagacipus 
legislator ; in the Senate of the United States, his 
sphere of action was not only greatly extended, but 
the subjects of deliberation proportionably dijfficult 
and complicated ; yet here, also, he displayed a reach 
and comprehension of intellect, and a degree of 
practical wisdom and enlightened forecast which en- 
title him to the appellation and the honors of a states- 
man. As a ready and successful debater, he had no 
superior. Several ^f his speeches, particularly those 
iti favor of the bill abolishing imprisonment for debt, 
and in support of the law making provision for the 
officers and soldiers of the revolution, have been 
ranked among the finest specimens of eloquence ever 
^eard in the Senate. Those on the Panama mis- 
sion, on the organization of the judiciary, and on the 
right of the Vice-President to control the freedom 
of debate, were conspicuous for luminous discus- 
sion, and for sound views of constitutional policy. — 
Reports of some of them have been published, but 
^^though the massive trunk of sentiment remains," 
the ^^ blossoms of elocution," in each case> and the 
fruits of genius in most of them, ^< have dropped 
away."* This mast be said of every attempt to per- 

^ Johnaon. 
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petuate his speeches, whether at the bar or in tt\e 
Senate. His ntterance is so rapid, that no short 
hand writer can follow him with accuracy ; and he 
has rarely ever submitted to the drudgery of writing 
out a speech. Nor, indeed, is he capable, by any 
after labor, of doing justice to his own efforts; for 
his brilliant passages are so entirely extemporaneous, 
that they can neither be repeated by others nor re- 
called by himself. 

The course pursued by Mr. Van Buren as a sena- 
tor, both in respect to the foreign policy of the na- 
tion, and to our domestic concerns, was in perfect 
harmony with the doctrines he had previously main- 
tained. One of his first efforts was, to revive the dis- 
tinctive principles of the party in which he had been 
bred,.and from which, as he supposed, Mr. Monroe's 
adniinistration, especially during its second term, 
had considerably swerved. Although the exertions 
made by him to effect this end, were not very suc- 
cessful, they attracted general attention, and were 
decidedly approved by the democracy of the union. 

He also took a leading part in the presidential elec- 
tion of 1824, and the canvass which preceded it. 
Believing the election of Mn Crawford more likely, 
at that period, to bring back the government to the 
Jeffersonian policy, than that of any of his competi- 
tors, he gave to that gentleman^ his vigorous support. 
His perseverance; under the most adverse circum- 
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Stances, in the support of that upright and persecu- 
ted citizen, is well known; as is also the overwhel- 
ming defeat, both in his own state, and in the union, 
which terminated the contest. 

In that catastrophe, his enemies, — ignorant or for- 
getful of the recuperative power of talents and in- 
tegrity — vainly imagined, they saw the downfall, if 
not the end, of his influence and success; but before 
another year had elapsed, he occupied a position more 
elevated than ever. The first step taward that posi- 
tion, was the wise determination to take no part in 
the decision by the House pf Representatives — a re- 
solution adopted by the friends of Mr. Crawford, 
with this double motive of retaining their usefulness 
after the contest should be decided, and of preser- 
ving themselves from the charge of coalescing wkh 
their opponents. After the election, Mr. Van Buren 
advised his friends at home to abstain from all aets 
of hostility towards Mr. Adams; to give him ^ fair 
trial, and to judge of his administration by his acts. 
His course in the Senate was governed by the same 
principles; and it was hot until the great question of 
the Panama mission that he found occasion to depart 

■ 

from it . His opposition to that measure; the inte- 
resting considerations connected with it; and the 
judgment which the people have pronounced on the 
conduct of those who supported and those who. pp- 
]iosed it, are well known. It was after taking this 
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Stand, in act which drew upon him the n^arked hos- 
tility of Mr. Adams's Cabiniet, and the open denuncia- 
tions of their supporters, that he was re-elected to the 
Senate, by the legislature of New- York. His con- 
nexion with the great eontest of 1828, and his effici- , 
ent instrumentality in bringing about that triumph- 
ant result^ which, to use his own language, "while 
it infused fresh vigot into our political system, apd 
added new beauties to the republican character, once 
more refuted the odious imputation that Republics 
are ungrateful,*' need not be rehearsed. 

With the electors of president and vice-president 
for the state of New-Y6rk, a governor of the state 
was also to* be chosen, to succeed the distinguished 
and lamented Clinton. Yielding to the pressing de- 
mand of the republicans of New- York, Mr. Van 
Boren consented to becoma a candidate for the of- 
fice, and was subsequently elected. 

This ev-ent made it necessary that he should retire 
from the Senate of the United States, and he accord- 
ingly resigned his seat in that body in January, 1829. 
• Before we follow him to the chief magistracy of 
his native state, it will be proper to notice two or 
three points connected with his services in the Sen- 
ate, to which no reference has yet been made. Du- 
ring the whole period of those services, the nation 
was agitated by discussions on bills for regulating the 
tariff, and for constructing internal improvements. 
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Asa jjrtet majority ; of the . pdcqde. >of NewrYori^i 
were ' decidedly ioi.'favpriof tl^e fHrdtective. system^ 
and/ of the bills imposing addlUonal idotiea pasted itx 
1^4'and 1 8^d, Mr. Van Bureaus Totes '.6bl tbese biUf 
were governed by their. ;wishesaiid iostruoiions^-*- 
it'betng with him a dardiaal iliaximy that ihe repre- 
sentattya is bound to express the sentiments of fats 
ocmsti tuents, whenever those sentiments oaa^be clearly 
ascertarinedi But whilst he was always ready to aid 
in the pt'oti^ction of the manufacturing interest, by 
advocating the adoption of all necessary and reasoD>- 
able measures^ he was not prepared to build -up Uhat 
ihteiest at the expense of others equally important to 
the well-being of the nation. Deeply sensible that 
the union of the states could only be ^ept up^ by the 
constant exercise of that spirit of concession and com- 
promise in which it was formed, he earnestly incul- 
cated upon the representatives of the manufacturing 
states, the importance of limiting their demands to 
the lowest practicable point; the mischiefs to be ap- 
prehended, both in a pecuniary and national point 
of view, from extravagant and oppressive duties; and 
the benefits lo be derived* from a reduotidn of the 
revenue ^to an' amount barely sufficient to pay the na- 
tional debt, and carry on air economical goveromeot. 
The wise and liberal fenttments. tntertained by him 
in this respect, were mlide^ not tinfrequently, the to- 

pica of accQsatioo in bis owtf stMe*" Itk 1827, these 
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ateusatton^ inoreased to mich an extecttythathe arail- 
ed himself of the.opportunity afTored him by a pub- 
lic meeting held in Albeiny on ihesubjeetof thetben 
propoaed Harrisburgh conTention,>to.lay before that 
mefeting) in a speech of considerable length, his gen- 
eral views on the^whole subject, as well as an expla*- 
nation of the course he pursued, whilst a member of 
the sienate, on 4he panicular bills which had come 
tiefore that body. This, speech, which was afteih 
M^rds pdbliahed, had not only the efiect of satisfy- 
ing the people of New^Yark in refgard to the course 
xpfithe^. senator who made it, but it had also a ten- 
dency to moderate the high tariff sentiments of some 
uf his constituents. The recent history of the na- 
tion,' land above all the bill just passed for the re- 
duction of the duties, have fully vindicated the wis- 
dom,, foresight^ and patriotism of Mr. Van Buren's 
eoursein relatioa to this most important and difficult 
subject.' . ' .. :-.'•. 

io.regard to internri improvements, Mr. Van Bu- 
reD,-{ had', adwa^s but* one opinion, viz : that it was 
not intended by tbe framera of the constitution to 
odnfer an Congress the power of constructing them; 
And thai the power, if- exercised at all, ought to be 
sacredly oonfined to objeets.of a strictly optional cha- 
Taoter. With pcrhap»^!8in§{le exceptioA, his. votes 
in the Senatepjfr^Bre in TStrict accordance with these 
'Tie^9« 7he lease. alluded to^i^a eonstUuting a.pps^i- 
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ble eitceptioQ, is thus stated by himself.. <^ Mr. 
Van Burea is by no means certain, that in this re- 
specl; he hindself has been altogether without fault.-^ 
At the very first session after he came into the Senate, 
the knowledge of the perpetual drain that the Cum- 
berland road was destined to prove upon the public 
treasury, unless some, means were taken to prevent it, 
and a sincere desire to go at all tjmes^ as far as he 
could tcoosistently with the constitution, to aid in the 
improvement, and promote the prosperity, of ihe 
western country, had induced him, without full exa- 
mination, to vote for a provision, authorizing the col- 
lection of toll on this road. The affair of the Cum- 
berlarid road, in respect ' to its reference to the 
constitutional powers of this government, is a matter 
entirely aui generis. It was authorized during the 
administration of Mr. Jefferson, grew out of the dis- 
position of. the territory of the United States, and 
had the consent of the states through which it passed. 
He has never heard an explanation of the subject^ 
(although it has been a matter of constant reference,) 
•that has been satisfactory to his mind. All he can 
say, is, that if the question were again presented to 
him he would vote against it ; and that his regret 
ibr having done otherwise, would be greater, had not 
Mr. Monroe, tnuch to his credit, put his veto upon 
the bill ; .and were it not the only vote, in the course 
of a SQFen years' servicei which the most fastidious 
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critic can torture into an inconsistency with the 
principles which Mr. V. B. professed to maintain, 
and in the justice of which^ he is every day more 
and more confirmed/'* 

Mr. V»n Buren entered upon the office of Gover- 
nor of New York, on the first of January, 1889, and 
administered the government until the 12th of March 
following, when he resigned in consequence of his 
appointment as Secretary of State of the United 
States. Of the ability and uprightness with which 
he discharged the duties of the chief magistracy, 
there is high and honorable proof. Resolutions ex- 
pressive of the " highest respect for his virtuea and 
talents," and tendering to him the congratulations of 
the representatives of the people, with " their earnest 
wish that he might enjoy a full measure of happi- 
ness and prosperity in the new sphere of public duty 
to which he was about to be removed," were unani* 
mously passed by both branches of the state legislature, 
jthough a considerable portion of each house belonged 
to the party opposed to his election. The like sen- 
timents were expressed in terms still more flattering 
and affectionate, by the tepublican members, who 
transmitted him a communication on the eve of his 
departure for Washington, in which, after express- 
ing *' their attachment to his person, Iheir respect for 

• Note C. to Mr. Van Buren's speech, in relation to the rigfht 
of thc'Vice-I^eftdenttocalltoorder, &c. delivered in ld28. 
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his character, and their regret at the separation that 
was about to take place/' they tendered him their 
acknowledgements, <f for the numerous and impor- 
tant services which he had rendered to the state, par- 
ticularly in sustaining those political principles which 
they believed to be most iixtimately blended with its 
highest and dearest interests." These proceedings, 
in connexioQ with those had since his rejection by 
the Senate, may be taken as an index of the estimatioa 
in which he is held by the people of his native state, 
and of the character of their feelings towards hin^. 

Immediately after his resignation as Governor of 
New York, he repsured to the post assigned him by 
the President 

The qualities of his mind, temper and manners, 
were pecisliariy adapted to the duties of a cabinet 
minister, and more especially to those of the state 
department. Whilst he occupied this station, he 
showed himself a safe constitutional adviser, by re- 
commending on all occasions, a strict and scrupulous 
adherence to the terms of the constitution— ^a liberal 
regard to the interests of each portion of the union — 
a sincere deference to the independence and spve^ 
reignty of the states, wherever those attributes re- 
mained to them—- an honest, vigilant and frugal ad- 
ministration at home — and a watchful and provident 
attention to our concerns with foreign nations. The 
management of those concerns, so far as it devolved 
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on him, was precisely what it should have been. — 
His demeanor towards the agents of foreign powers^ 
was on all occasions frank, conciliatory, and digni- 
fied ; his despatches contained nothing rhetorical, 
offensive or imprudent ; the affairs to which they 
related were discussed in a plain business-like man- 
ner; our own views and claims were clearly stated, 
and when founded on truth and justice, inflexibly 
maintained ; the pretensions of our opponents were 
candidly considered ; and in accordance with the 
character and policy of the President, every effort 
was made to conduct our diplomatic arrangements in 
the spirit of sincerity and justice. The success 
which attended his labors as Secretary of State, is too 
well known to need to be repeated. 

Mr. Van Buren held the oflSce of Secretary of 
State, until June 1831, when he retired from that 
important and honorable trust which he had volunta- 
rily resigned in the preceding April. The reasons 
which induced him to take this step, were of the 
purest and most elevated character. He believed 
that the best interests of the republic were identified 
with the full and successful development of the 
princif)les which led to the election of Gen. Jackson ; 
he saw that the confidence of the President, though 
indispensable to his usefulness in the cabinet, was 
yet made the ground of open accusation and insidious 
attack ; he was aware that envy and ambition in their 
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efforts to injure hiin, were likely to embarrass, if not 
to thwart the measures of the government ; a«d he 
knew that so long as he marniained a position so pro- 
minent and commanding, the patriotic design.* of the 
Executive would be counteracted, not only by the 
regular opposition, but by the more dangerous hosti- 
lity of some vvho pretended to behis friends. Under 
these circumstances, he resolved to abandon the ad- 
vantages of that posHion ; and by a voluntary sacri- 
fice of the influence and prospects which belonged to 
it, to relieve the administration from the difficulties 
created by enmity towards him. When the mists of 
prejudice which hang over the page of recent history, 
shall have been cleared away, this act will stand out 
in the lustre of personal magnanimity and public 
virtue. 

The reluctant assent of Gen. Jackvson to the resiir- 
nation of iVIr. Van Buren, was accompanied by a 
warm testimonial of unlimited confidence in his abili- 
ties aijd integrity. A further proof was soon after 
given of this confidence, in the appointment of Mr, 
Van Buren as minister to Great Britain. In making 
this appbintment, the President was mainly influ- 
enced by the belief that Mr, Van Buren would be 
more likely than any one he could select, to nego- 
tiate a satif^factory adjustment of the delicate and 
dangerous questions concerning blockades, impress- 
ments and the right of search, which occasioaed tha tate 
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war with Great Britain, and which yet remain undis- 
posed of. The President justly thought the amica- 
ble settlement of these questions an object of deep 
interest, not only, to the two nations, but to the 
world ; and that it, therefore,, demanded the best 
talents of the country. He also supposed that Mr. 
Van Buren from his intimate knowledge of out, rela- 
tions with the several powers of Europe, woiild be 
able to render essential aid to ^r ministers on that 
continent; and that he might, in various other ways, 
promote the public interests, during his residence at 
London; Mr. Van Buren felt the whole force of 
these considerations, and he was, moreover, very 
willing to withdraw, for the usual period of a foreign 
mission, from the turmoil of party. He therefore 
readily complied with the wishes of the president, 
by accepting the appointment — though most of his 
political and personal friends were exceedingly a- 
verse to it, on the ground that his absence from the 
country w^ould materially impair his political^ pros- 
pects at home. This being the principal motive of 
their objections, he did not think them su£Bciently 
important to deter him from engaging in a service, 
which promised, if successful, to be not less useful to 
his country than honorable to himself. He landed 
in England in September 1831, and was soon after 
received at court with distinguished favor. His ap- 
pointment, however, remained to be confirmed by 
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the lenate. It was submitted to that body in De- 
cember followingy and after various postponements 
was finally negfiti ved, by the casting vote of the vice- 
president^ on the 26th of January^ 1832. In conse- 
quence ot this event Mr. Van Buren was immediate^ 
ly recalled, and has recently landed on his natal soil. 
Of thfijreasons assigned for his rejection, it cannot, 
in thtf place, be necessary to speak, farther than to 
remark, that i/ any fiance can be placed on repeats 
ed and spontaneous expressions of the public voice — 
and io matters of this sort the people never err—* 

• 

then were those reasons utterly insufficient The 

popular feeling excited by the conduct of the Senate;( 

has been further exemplified in his recent nomination 

for the Vice-Presidency-T— an event, which, when he 

left the country, he neither looked for nor desired. 

The heterogenous interests which were combined to 

accomplish his defeat in the Senate, are again united 

in opposing his election ; but as the question now at 

issue, is to be decided by the yeomanry of the coun* 

try, we have, no fears as to the result. 

We have thus presented a rapid sketch of the pro* 

fessional and public life of Martin Van Bixren.— « 

It illustrates in a manner the most impressive, one of 

the happiest principles of our excellent frame of gov- 

ernment— its tendency to draw put and foster talent 

ami integrity, and to steure to them^ in spitd of evc- 

f/ Ibiiig by which their progress may beimpeded« 

4 
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the honors they deserve. We hav^ ' seen ♦ that he 
owed nothing to birth or ancestry-^nothiog to pro- 
p&rty or patronage. And though like others of our 
pablic men, he was greatly indebted to the piess of 
his own party, for occasional yindications of his cha» 
racter and conduct, he was not, like some of: theni/ 
helped along in his career, by a systematic coiarse of 
newswaper panegyric. On the other hand, he en- 
countered from opposing prints^ an unusual degree of, 
obloquy and reproach. At an early age, they select- 
ed him as a subject of perpetual and virulent 
abuse ; and for nearly twenty years, this abuse was 
persisted in, to a degree rarely paralleled, and never 
surpassed, in the history of our politics. The di»* 
paragement of his abilities, and indeed the denial that 
he possessed any just claim to talents of any sort, was 
one of the most common, and perhaps the mosftpro* 
vokingy of these libels. The blander was refuted hj 
the daily exhibitioa of great parts, and malignity it*- 
self was obliged to admit, that he was always found 
adequate to the particular duty with which he had 
been charged ^ but this acknowledgement was uni- 
formly followed by the prediction, that he had refach- 
ed the ^^extremest verge^^ which destiny had as- 
signed him ; and that his next step would plunge 
him beyond his depth, not in a ''sea of glory,'' but 
in a ''rude stream,'^ that should sweep away the 
past, and overwhelm him for the future. Tboitto^ 
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of his advMiotment — at once the most regular and 
r«pi4 with', which we are acqiHiiDted— is the best 
eonlineBtary.ioa diatribes of this sort We have 
stea bid sphere of action constantly enlarging— -frona 
his native Tillage to the county capitol, from that .to 
the inetropolis df the state, and from the latter to the 
bounoils bf the uhion«^but we have found him eqaal, 
and more than equal,, to every eniergeney, never 
falling short of Ilia prior irepUtattbo; and never disap*. 
pointing the hopes ;of his friends ; on the contrary, 
each successive step jn'hia;career, whilst itJiaa falsir 
fied the : predictions of his enemies, has furnished 
new proofs of his capacity, 'and new claims to> the re^ 
spect and confidence of his countrymen. 

In person, Mr. Van Buren is neither above nor 
lyelow the middle height ; his figure is erect and 
graceful— his frame slender and apparently delicate, 
but capable of sustaining severe and long continued 
ei^ertion — the general expression of his features, anir 
mated and agreeable — his eye quick and piercing— r 
bishead, (which is novT quite bald,) particularly 'his 
forehead, of unusual sjae, and admirable formation; 
The.engKiving; by Hatoh,« which aceompahies the 
memoir in tibe.Cj^9iifKT, from the 4ne portrait jre- 
centjy painted by Inman for the cqilporatian of Neiv 
York, is a spirited and accurate likeness.- >< . v .' 
' The.private liharacterof Mr. Van^Bureii' may be 
commended; lyi thou t; reserve: - £an)(ity {itself bw 
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iterely ever ventured to reproach or t» suspect it.-«» 
In his intercoiirsc witfi the worlds the justice, pro* 
priety^ and benevolence of his conduct, render him 
a model for imitation ; whilst the ease and frank- 
ness of bis manners, and bis happy talent for conver* 
•ation, make him the ornament of the social circle* 
Blessed with a disposition at once firm, amiable, and 
forbearing; and uniting with a just self-respect, ha^ 
bitoid self-control ; he has been able— 4imid the per* 
plenties of litigatiooy the eares of offiee, and the 
eonteations of party-— to preserve the serenity of his 
temper, and to blend with a vigilant attention to kis 
own character and rights, a constant observance of 
the courtesies of life and a Sednlouls regard to the 
feelings of others. Ko man ever numbered among 
Ms personal friends, a greater proportion of his poii'- 
tkal <q[^ontets. Even bx times of the greatest ex- 
citemient, those of Ihem who enjoyed his acquaints 
aoce, always aeocNrded him their rcfqiect — usually 
timr confidence and esteem* 

It is obvious that with such qualities and mannerSy 
lm«!euld haifdly fail to secure the afiections of his 
political associates; Such has accordingly been the 
oase in every itage of his progress ; and it is to this, 
combined with his admirable knowledge of men, and 
his practical good sense, that he is indebted for his 
atceess as ^ politicai leader. To this also must be 
iseribed the charge of ifntrigue and «rtifice, which 
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has 80 ofttn been preferred against him. If by this, 
it be inteodedy that he possesses in an eminent de- 
gree the talent of harmooiaingt eonoentrating and 
directing the feelings and exertions of thoee with 
whom he acts — and that he has often exerted this 
talent with sagacity and eftct-^is friends must 
plead guilty to the charge* It would be as idle to 
deny it in respect to him, as to Hamilton or Jeffer^ 
son, to Chatham or to Fox» But if by the charge be 
intended, the pursuit of those objects which are 
held up by our free institutions, as the incentive, 
and the reward of honorable ambition, by tricky du* 
plicity, or cunning— ^we may indignantly repel it, 
as alike unsupported by eTidence and unfounded in 
fact. No man who was ever brought in contact with 
him*— who was able to speak to the point, from per- 
sonal knowledge of his conduct-— ever ventured to 
give to such an accusation the sanction of his name. 
On the contrary, all such persons will acknowledge 
= — they must acknowledge, if tiiey speak the trudi^^ 
that his course as a politician, though decided and 
unyielding, was always open, Hberal an4 honest-^ 
This has been admitted by several of his opponeoti, 
under circumstances peculiarly calculated to give 
force and solemnity to their statements. A single 
instance will illustrate this rmnark. The nost vio* 
lent warfare in which he was ever engaged^ was that 
with Governor Clinton, and with his leading jupt 
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porters^ Chief Justice Spiencer and the late WlHiaiii 
W. Van Ness, two of the ablest men 'New York ever 
produced. Indeed with the latter of these gentle^* 
men, he had waged a severe contest frofii . his . first 
connexion with political affairs. The character of 
these contests, the consequences that resulted from 
them, and their tendency to itxcite the moat impl^* 
cable hostility, are well known* to all who are fami-^ 
liar with the hisfory of New York. They may also 
be guessed at by others, when we intbrm them that 
in the course of those conflicts, or some of them. 
Governor Clinton was twice driven into retirement 
-—Chief Justice Spencer removed from offi^^ and 
for some time kept from public employment-r^^^S^ 
Van Ness compelled to retire from the benbh, and 
idtf Van Bureo twice removed from office, and for 
years proscribed and pursued with unrelenting se^ 
rerity. But each of these great men lias borne tes- 
timony to the liberality, fairness and honor with 
which he had been treated by Mr. Van Buren, and 
to the general uprightness of his conduct a^ a man 
and a politician. Judge Van^ 'Ness did it on his 
death-bed ; Governor Clinton liTmost in the last mo- 
ments t){ his life ; and ad to Chief Justice Spencer-^ 
'witk characteristic frankness, he often did it, even 
in the midst of our most violent, ck^llisions. 

On this, point, the friends of Mr. Van Buren may 
also iriumphantly appeal to the whole Amefieau 
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people.' Within the la^ two years hid has' been ar-> 
raigned before fliem^ on the charge of bavinghroti^ 
about, by a maligii and intei'ested agency^ that differ 
rcDC& between the liighest officers of the gbyernqcient, 
aod'tboB^ dissehtionp in the cabihet, which^ofeeupied 
fei* ft tifHe^ so large aishare of the^ploblio attention. 
The96f'8ui3^cts have undeTgone*, in the (ftce of 'Hhis 
nation, a strutiny^^sthe mosfram^-atid unspariirg ; 
artd' this too, fop, ^h& most iparty idaripgbis ^absenoe 
froni thei^ovntry* 'Aiid yet the indtisirjK of^iis eiiife^ 
ihies has <ietected^hot liinlgte' fact on whieh their mst*' 
Ike can repose f^ On tfaq other :bielfid, we-hal^^d tHe 
tei^imony of a witness, iivhoim«/«/^ know, iand Avho ilt 
tacapable of disguisii^ onlsacbeAiiatiRg Iher truth-^we 
have>:t}ie testimony of ANDB&iv^'Jddftsois^ld tfa^ 
falsehood «fithe chaise in aiiijfisijBariiiiaAdrMaribgii. 
Thifi isr soffieient to put to^)^ght^«'^wtMeileghn» of 
iiioendoes^and? suspicions*^ .• -^ ^'Ji'J il^i^i«*« : -i 
' : Sucii is- the mad who is^ iMirw befdr^ the iiatioa ft>r 
4h6 8eeQi!»d office in their ^Ift^ - \¥e'ithtSe4parte,'with 
^leasove, hid elevation td that' hortdreibhft'.post^ not 
iVom^aiiy petsoiial jolerest in hisr'sucfoes!^^ ilr in thlat 
of the candidate with whom he is associat^^'bot^bi^- 
cause we know him to be ^^ honest, capable and 
faithful to the constitution ;" — ^because we believo 
that the best interests of the country will be promo- 
ted by his election; — ^and above all, because that 
election will furnish a new and most impressive 11* 
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lastration of the great moral and politieal truth, thai 
integrifyy though it may sometimes be/beutea down 
by dniiatural eoalitionsi will yet ultimately receiiFey 
at the hands of a free and intelligent eommunttyi a 
full and triumphant vindication. The influence of 
such a vindication, will Loti in the present case, be 
confined to our own countryi nor to the. present 
generation. It will attract the notice of other na* 
tions ; it will go down to remote posterity. With 
4he fortner, it will redeem Us from the reproach in. 
curred by the wrong inte,nded to be redressed ; with 
the latter, it will forni a page of, authentic history, 
fVom which envious and aspiring men may read tb# 
salutary lesson^-^one which from the days of Haman 
to the present hour, they have been- slow to learn*"^ 
that when truth and justice are violated to efect the 
ruinof anadveraaryy the very contrivant^es adopted 
to accomplish this end, are likely to becotoe the 
means of his advancement; and that it is therefore 
the part, not only of duty, but of interest^ to treat 
their opponents with justice and modenation, and 
*fto do unto others as they would have others do 
unto them/' 



1 , ■■ *• ' n 



I lH^fc I ' * " 



APPENDIX. 



Extratts/rom the addres9 cfthe Stpubltcunmem* 
bera qf the legislature^ to their constituents^ 
March 9, 1613» written by Mb. Van Bubjbn. 

FfiiJLow GrrizsNf "^t is not to the arbitrary maa* 
dates of d6S|iotic power^ that youl* submission is de« 
manded; it is not to tht seductive wiles and artful 
blandishments of the corrupt minions of aristocracy , 
that your attention is calied^-^-iNlt to an expression 
and discussion of the wishes «nd feelings of your 
representathres* 

You are inrited to listen with ealmness and im* 
partiality^ to the sentiments and opinions of men 
who cUtim no rijght superior to yoorsi^^-wbo claim no 
authority to address you save that of custom \ who 
would scorn in obtain the coincKience of your opinion 
by force Or stratagem, and who seek no influence 
with 3rQUy except that which arises from conscious 
rectitude, from a community of hopes and of fears, of 
right and of interests. 

tn making this appeal, which is sanctioned by 
usagCj and the necessity of which is rendered impe« 
nous by the situation of our common country, we 
foel it Co bo «ttr dittyi as it is our wisb, to speak ta 
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you in the language which alone becomes freemen 
to use — the language to which alone it becomes freie- 
men to listen — the laDguage of truth and sincerity ; 
— to speak to you of things as they are, and as they 
should be, — to speak to you with unrestrained free- 
dom, of your rights and your duties,— ^and if by' so 
doing we shall be so fortunate as to convince you of 
the correctness of the opinions we hold ; to commiv 
nicate to you the anxious solicitude we feel for dur 
country and its rights, to turn your attention from 
the minor considerations which have hitherto divid- 
ed, distracted, and disgraced the American people, 
and to direct it exclusively to the contemplation and 
support of your national honor and national interests, 
our first and only object will be effected. ' 

That tempest of passion and of lawless violence 
which has hitherto almost exclusively raged in the 
countries of the old world, which has ravaged the 
fairest portions of the earth, and caused her sons to 
drink deep of the cup of human misery^— not satiated 
by the myriads of victims which have been sacrific- 
ed at its shrine, has reached our hitherto peaceful 
shores. After years of forbearance, in despite of 
concessions withoui number, and we had almost said^ 
without limitation, that cruel and unrelenting spirit 
of oppression and injustice which has for centuries 
characterized the spirit of the British cabinet, over-* 
whelmed nation after oatioRy ^nd caused huminity 
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-to shed tears of blood, has involved us in a war^-^r- 
olwthe termination of which are staked the* present 
honor, and the future nvelfare of America. 

While thus engaged in an arduous and interesting 
struggle* wilh the open enemies of our land frooi 
without) the formation of your government requires 
that you should exercise the elective franchise,— li 
right which in eVery other country has been desiroyt* 
ed by the ruthless hand of power, or blasted by the 
unhallowed touch of corruption ; but which, by the 
blessings of a munificent Providence, has as yet been 
preserved io you in its purity. 
•. The selection of your most important functiona- 
ries is at hand. In a government like ours, where 
all power and sovereignty rests with the people, the 
exercise of this right, and the consequent expression 
of public interest and public fi^eling^ is^ on ordinary 
occasions, a matter of de^ conceto, but at a period 
like the present, of t»7a/ importance; — to satisfy you 
of that importance, and to advise you in its exercise, 
as the object of this address. 

Fellow Citizen!»-*-Yoi|r country is at war, and 

Great Britain is her enemy. Indulge us in a brief 

examination of the causes Which have led to it ; and 

'4)rief as/rom the necessary ^ttmits of an address it 

'.must be,^-we yet hope it will be found sufficient to 

.convince every honest manj of the high justice 

▲NXr IVX>l5FI>KfIB2i|i: NJ8CS98ITT OF tftS ATTITtXPf , 
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WHICH OUK OOVmNHEKT HAS TAKEV « OF THE BJk* 
CRED PTTTY OF EVERT REAL AmERIGAH TO SUFflOilT 
IT IN THAT ATTITUDE, AND OF THE PARRICIDAX 
•VIEWS OF THOSE WHO HEFTTSE TO DO SO. 

[Here follows an eloquent summary ofHib causes 
which led to the war — of the preliminary efforts, the 
embargo, non* intercourse, &c. to induce- the bellige- 
rent nations to do us justice, without a resort to that 
alternative — and of, the series of aggressions on. the 
part of Great Britain, which rendered it, in the lan- 
guage of the address, a measure of ^^ high justice and 
indispeneible necessity.''] 

By this last act [the disavowal of the British gov-^ 
ernment of the arrangement of Mr. Erskine, and the 
formal re-enactment, by that government, of the or-* 
ders in council, the doors of conciliation were effec- 
tually closed.]- The American people — a people 
rich in resources, possessed of a high sense of natk)nol 
honor, the Only free people on earth — had resolved 
in the face of an observing world, that those orders 
were a direct 'attack upon their sovereignty ; that a 
submission, to them involved a surrender of their 
independence — aind a solemn determinatioa to ad- 
here to them, was oflScially declared by the ruler of 
the British nation, fhus situated, what was your 
government to do ? Was there room for doubt or* 
hesitation a!i to th^ hostile views of England ? No, 
Lest such doubts might prevent a tupturey to tots of 
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viole«i( injustice^ were continually mdded a6ts of the 
lifb^t opprobrious insult While the formal: rela- 
tions of amity remained yet unbroken. — while peace 
was. yet supposed to exist—- in cool blood an unpro- 
voked aMkfek is made upon- one of your national iihips^ 
and several American citizens basely and cowardly 
murdered, ^t^ the moment your, feelings were at 
the highest pitch of irritation in consequence, of the 
perfidious disavowal of Srskine's agreement, a mi- 
nister is sent, not to minister to your nghts— not to 
extenuate the conduct. of hii| predecessor— *dt/^ to 
beard your. Executive — to adfl insult to injury ; 
and to fling contumely and reproach, in the face of 
the Esfccutive of the Jimerican nation^ in theprC" 
sence of f he American people. 

To cap the climax of her iniquity ; to fill up the 
measure of our wrongs i she Itesolved to persist in 
another nxiasure, surpassed by none in flagrant enor- 
mity — ft measure, which of itself was isidequate cause 
of war — B measure which had excited tlie liveliest 
flolioitude, and reaeived the unremitting attenlton 
of every administration: of our government, froni the 
time of Waahingtodi to the present dliy ; 'the wicked> 
the odious and detestable practice of impressing Ar 
merican seamen into her'serviee ; of entombiogoarsons 
within the walls of ber sb)ps<)f war^ eompelliDgthem 
to waste their lives^ and spill their Mood io -tfie ser- 
rieeof s.feriign fevermneiit— ft praetice wfaieh sub^ 




jeeted every American tar, to the viotence and petty 
tyranny of a British midshipman^ and many of them 
to a life of the most galling servitude — a practice 
which never can he submitted to by a nation profess- 
ing claims to freedom ; which never can benicquiesc- 
ed in by government without rescinding the great 
article of our safety, the reciprocity qj obedience and 
protection between the rulers and the ruled. 

Under sucli accumulated circumstances of insult 
and of injury, we ask again, what was your govern- 
ment to do ? We put the question not «^ (o that 
faction which misrepresents the government to the 
people, and the people to the government ; traduces 
one-half of the nation to cajole the other — ^and by 
keeping up distrust and division, wishes to become 
the proud arbiter oi the fortune and fate of America/' 
— not to them, but to every sound head and honest 
heart in the nation it is that we put the question, — • 
What was your government to do ? Was she base- 
ly and ingloriously to abandon the rights for vvhic^ 
yod and your fathers fought^ and bled ? Was she so 
early to cower to the nation which had sought to stran<; 
gle us inoUr infancy, an(| which has never ceased to 
retard bur approach to manhood ? No : we will not 
for a moment doubt, that 6very m^n who is in truth and 
fact an Americao^ wili.say :that WAR, AND WA& 
A LONE| was otr. Only t^vge/r^m national degra-^ 
dationf'^''^mr only course, to ^nationai prosperity*. 



APPENDIX. 3t 

Fellow Citizens — Throughout the whole period of 
the political struggles, which if they have not absor 
lately disgraced, have certainly not exalted^ our cha- 
racter ; no remark was more common— no expecta^ 
tton more cheerfully indulged in — ^than that those 
severe and malevolent contentions would only be 
sustained in time of peace ; that when the country 
should be involved in war, every wish, and every 
sentiment would be exclusively Anierican. But 
unfortunately for our country, those reasonable ex- 
pectations have not been realized, notwithstanding 
every one knows, that the power of declaring war, 
and the duty of supporting it^ belong to the general 
government; notwithstanding that the constitutional 
remedy for the removal of the mefn to whom this 
power is thus delegated, has recently been afforded ; 
notwithstanding the re-election of the same Fre^ 
dent by whom this war was commenced, and a ma* 
jority of representatives, whose estimate of our rights, 
and whose views are similar to those who first de- 
clared it ; men, who by the provisions of the oonsti* 
tution, must retain their respective stations for a 
period of such duration, as precludes a continue^ op» 
position of their measures without a complete 4^ 
struction of our national interest-^-^n opposition at 
once unceasing and malignant, is still eontinued, to 
every measure of the administration. 

fellow citizens, these things will not do* Tb0;f 
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ard intrinsically wrong ; your country has engaged 
in a war in the last degree unavoidetble \ it is not 
waged to the destruction of the rights of others ; but 
in defence of our own ; it is^ therefore, your bounden 
duty to support her. You should lay down the cha- 
racter of partizanSf and become patriots ; for, in 
every country > *^ war becomes an occasional duty, 
though it ought never to be made an occupatioB. — 
Every man should become a soldier in defence of his 
rights ; no man ought to continue a soldier for of- 
fending the rights others." lb despite of truths so 
9elf^vident, of incentives to a vigorous support of 
government so pressing, we yet have to deplore the 
existence^ of a faction in the bosom of our land, 
whose per8ev)erance and industry are exceeded only 
by theiit inveteracy ; who seek through every avenue 
t^mislead yotn^ judgment and to inflame your pas- 
siitns; : 

. 'When your government pursues a paoifio policy, 
it becomes the object of their scorn and derision ; the 
want of ebei^y in your rulers is decried, as a mattes 
ef alarmiDjg consideration ; the injuries of your coijn-^ 
try>2^ admitted, mi the fact is triumphantly alleged 
that ' ''the admirti^trfation cannot rbe kicked into a 
War.'?.i -When they are impelled to a forcible vindi- 
cation of our rightsi the cry of etxmity to peace, of 
a wish to war with Bngland to serve France^ is im- 
mediately* reMHiivded through the land« When war 
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is declared, public opinion is sought to be pr^judi^ed 
against the measure, as evincing a disposition unne* 
cessarily to shed your blood, and waste your treasures. 
When it is discovered, that that declaration is accom- 
panied with a proposition, a just and equitable pro- 
position, to the enemy, on which hostilities may 
cease and peace be restored, that proposition is de- 
rided as evidence of the most disgraceful pusillanimi- 
ty. No falsehood is considered too glaring, no mis- 
representation too flagitious, to impose on your cre- 
dulity, and seduce your affections from your native 
land. 

Lest general allegations might fail to effect their 
unholy purposes, and consummate their dark designs^ 
specific charges are resorted to — calumnies which 
have again and again met the detestation of an en- 
lightened public, are periodically brought forward, 
new dressed, and with new authorities to give them 
credence with you/ Among the most prominent of 
those charges, is that of enmity ta commerce, on the 
part of the republican administrations. Never was 
there a calumny more wicked. Enmity to commercel 
We ask, and we ask emphaticaily, where is the evi- 
dence of it? What is the basis on which they rest 
their claim to public confidence? It is that the ad- 
ministration is engaged in a war which tb^y elaim to 
be unpopular. What lire the causes for which this 
war is waged, and which have hitherto embroiled us 
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with the nations of Europe? Tbey are the violaiibn 
qfour commercial rights^ and ike impressment qf 
our seamen! The administration then, are jeopard* 
ising their interest with the people; they furnish wea- 
pons of offence to their adversaries; they brave all 
dangersi for the maintenance and support of our cam- 
m^rcial rights; and yet they are the enemies of com* 
merce! Can such base sophistry, such contemptible 
nonsense, impose on the credulity, or pervert the un- 
derstanding of a single honest man? 

As auxiliary to this unfounded aspersion, the oft- 
exploded, the ten-thousand-times-refuted tale of 
French influence^ is ever and anon brought upon the 
carpet. It would be insulting to your understand* 
ings to detain you by a discussion of this odious and 
insulting insinuation. Was it evidence of French iQ* 
fluenee on the adoption of every measure of commer-. 
cial restriction, to place both France and England on 
the same footing? Was it evidence of French influ- 
ence to cause it to be officially notified to the court of 
St. James, on the adoption of each of those measures^ 
that in case they rescinded their orders in council, 
the United States would assume a hostile attitude to^ 
vards France? .Was it evidence of French influeocQ 
to embrace the earliest opportunity to conclude the 
arrangement with Erskine-^leaviog our affairs with 
France in a hostile attitude? If not, where, then, is 
thef evidence to eitptK>rt this impudent censure? Is 
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4t to be foand in a similarity of manners^ of language, 
or of feeling? When an Englishman visits your 
eountry, is he not received with the familiarity^ and 
cherished with the hospitality of a friend? Is a 
Frenchman ever treated by yoii otherwise than as a 
stranger? Away, then, with those whining^ cantmg 
professions, of fears and apprehensions of the danger 
of French influence. Intelligence must reject, and 
integrity abhor them. 

But to crown this picture of folly and of mischief, 
they approach you under a garb which at once evin« 
ees their contempt for your understanding, and their 
total want of confidence in your patriotism; undf»r a 
garb which should receive the most distinct marks of 
your detestation; they are " the phiends op peaceI'' 
While our enemies are waging against us a cruel and 
bloody war, they cry ** Peace.'' While our western 
wilds are whitening with the bones of our murder- 
ed women and children — while their blood is yet 
trickling down the walls of their former habitations 
^t--while the Indian war-whoop and the British drum, 
are in unison saluting the ears, and. the British dag^ 
ger and the Indian tomaha^wk suspended over the 
heads of our citizens,— at ^uoh a time^ when the soul 
of every mati who has sensibility to feel his coiinti^'s 
wrongs and spirit to. defend her rights, should be in 
arma^t is that they cry psacjb! While the brave 
AmericadL tar, the intrepid ^fender, of our rights. 
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and redeemer of our national character, the present 
boast and future bbnor of our land -»is impressed by 
force into a service he detests, which compels a bro- 
ther to imbrue his hands in a brother's bloods — while 
he is yet '^ tossing upon the surface of the ocean, and 
mfngling his groans with those tempests less savage 
than his persecutors, that waft him to a returnless 
distance from his family and his home/' — it is at 
such a period, when there is no peace, when there 
can be no peace, without sacrificing every thing va- 
luable — that our feelings are insulted j the public 
arm^paralyztdy and the public ear stunned^ bg the 
dastardly and incessant cry of PEACE! What, 
fellow-citizens, must be the opinion which they en* 
tertain of you, who thus assail you? Can any mian 
be so stupid as not to perceive that it is an appeal to 
your fears J to your avarice, and to all the baser pas- 
sions which actuate the human heart? that it is ap* 
proaching you in the manner in which alone those 
puny politicians who buz about you, and thicken the 
political atmosphere, say you are accessible, through 
your fears and your pockets? Can any American 
citizen be so profligate as not to spurn indignantly the 
base libel upon his character?, 

Sufier yourselves not to be deceived by the pre- 
tence, that because Great Britain has been forced by 
her subjects to make a qualified repeal of her orders, 
oar goveroment ought to abandon b6r groand. That 
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grouDd was taken to resist two great and crying 
grievances, the destruction qf our commerce^ aod 
THE iMPREssMEKT OF OUR sfiAHEN. The latter is 
the most importantf in proportion as we prefer the 
liberty and Jives o{ our citizen^ to theiir property. 
Distrust, therefore the man whp could adviie your 
government at any time, and more eaipecially, at this 
time, — when your brave sailors are exciting the ad'- 
mirafion, and forcing the respect o£ an astonii^ed 
world, when their deedls of heroic valor make old 
Ocean smile at the humiliation of her ancient tyriant 
" at such a time, we say again, mark the man M|ho 
would countenance government in COMMUTING 
OUR SAILORS' RIGHTS FOR THE SAFETY 
OF OUR MERCHANTS' GOODS. 

Next to the cry for peace, the most potent spell 
which has been resorted to, to alarm your fears and 
pervert your understandings — is the alleged distres- 
ses of the country. Fellow-citizens, it has been our 
object, it is our wish to treat you fairly, to appeal to 
your judgments, not to your passions; and as we 
hope our address to you hitherto has been marked by 
that character — it is to your consciences then that 
we appeal iipon this subject. Is not this clamor knost 
unfounded, most ungrateful? If you doubt that it is 
so, if you hesitate to believe that it originiftes exclu- 
sively with the ambitious and designing — spend one 
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moment in comparing your situation with that of the 
major part of the civilized world. 

[Here follows a rapid and graphic sketch of the 
condition of the several European nations; conclu- 
ding with the following interrogation,—" Look at the 
whole map of Europe; contrast your own situation 
with theirs; and then answer us, is it not impious and 
wicked to repine at our enviable lot?"] 

Fellow-citizens — should those political witlings, 
<who are not only ignorant themselves of the leading 
points of controversy in our disputes with the bellige- 
Tents, but who are uniformly assailing you as men 
destitute at once of spirit and of judgment — should 
they point to the wars which agitate and have con- 
vulsed Europe, as arguments against the prosecution 
of that just and necessary one which has been forced 
upon us, we know that you will indignantly repel 
the unfounded suggestion. The wars of Europe are 
waged by monarchs, to gratify their individual ma- 
lice, their individual caprice, and to satiate their law- 
less ambition. Ours is in defence of rights which 
, must be defended, or our glory as a nation will be ex- 
tinguished—the sun of our greatness will set forever. 
As well might it have been said during the revolu- 
tion, that war should not be waged, because wars had 
desolated E^urope. The same rightsyou then fought 
to obtain J j/ou must now fight to pres^rve^-^ihe con^ 
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test is the same now as it was then — and the feel- 
ings which then agitated the public mind, which on 
the one hand supported, and On the other sougM to 
destroy, the liberties of the country, wiil.be seen 
and felt in the conduct of the men of this day. 

Feltow-citizens-^wG are compelled to dose this 
appeal to you. The limits of an address will not per^ 
mit us to do justice to the various subjects which 
should occupy your attention. We are aware that 
this has been already unreasonably extended; but the 
period has arrived when mere words and idle decla- 
rations must be unavailing. We have, therefore, felt 
it our duty to give you, as far as practicable, a clear 
view of your true situation, of your legitimate duties. 
Unfortunately for us, when we ought to be an uni< 
ted, we are a divided people. The ^livisions which 
agitate us. are not as to men only, but to piinciple. — 
You will be called on at the next election, to choose 
between different candidates, not only for the two 
great offices of state, governor and lieutenant govern- 
or, but for every other elective office — to m^ke a se- 
lection which the actual situation of your country 
renders of infinite importance. 
: We a|:e (jUvided betweer) the supporters and oppo- 
Hers of our governnieot.. We have witnessed th6 
diAtresai^g truth, that it. is not in th<r pov^er of cir- 
cumstance^ to di^stroy the viiuleixce of party spirit. 
The oppositioa offer for your support, men, who. 
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whatever their private wishes may be, are devoted to 
the support of a party whose views and whose coti* 
duct we have attempted to delineate. In opposition 
to them, we respectfully solicit your support for the 
men whose nomination accompanies this address, one 
of whom [Daniel D. Tompkins] has for six years 
served you in the capacity which we now offer him; 
the other [John TaVi-eh] has for many years served 
you in the most responsible situations. The notorie- 
ty of their merits supersedes the necessity of our eu- 
logium — their lives are their best encomiums; they 
are the true friends of commerce, their views are, 
and their conduct will be, in unison with the mea- 
sures of the general government; they are the sin- 
cere, friends of an honorable peace, the firm and ener* 
getic opposers of a base surrender of our rights. 

We^ respectfully solicit for them your undivided 
support. We solemnly conjure every real friend to 
his country, ta reflect on the danger of abandoning 
his government at a period so perilous; to reflect on 
the impropriety of even indirectly aiding the views 
of OUF enemies by continuing his opposition to go* 
vemment at a period so eventful. 

{Alluding to the republicans who had advoc%ited 
Mr. Clinton's election to the presidency, the address 
hat the foHowitig appeal:] We solicit th^ honest men 
oi all parties — to remeikiber that ours is the last r^ 
poiRor^lMit all Ihe influence of the crotvned .beads ef 
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Europe has been exerted to propagate the doctrine, 
that a government like ours can never stand the rude 
shock of war; to reflect that this is the first occasion 
in which this^ government has been engaged in a war, 
and that the great and interesting questions, whe- 
ther ma|i'% capable of self-government, whether our 
republic ' must go the way of its predecessors, or 
whether, supported by the hearts and arms of her free 
citizens,, she shall deride the reviiings, and defeat the 
maohinations of her enemies, are now to be tried. 

'Fellow-citizens — lii the result of our elections du- 
ring the continuance of this war, these important 
considerations are involved, — the question of who is 

VOR HIS COUNTBY OR AGAINST HMI CUUNTRT, mUSt 

now be tried— the eyes of Europe are directed to- 
wards us-^the efficacy of your mild and wholesome 
form of government is put to the test. 2b the poUsj 
then, and by a united and vigorous support of the 
candidates we submit to you, discharge ^the great 
duty you owe to your country, preserve for your 
posterity the rich inheritance which has been left 
yen ' by your ancestors,--*that future agee may tri* 
um);iharHly point to the course you pursued on this 
interesting occasion, as evidence that time had not as 
yet extinguished that spirit which actuated the he* 
roes of JSreedsMil and of Yorktown; of ' those who 
fell at Camden, and of those who conquered on the 

plains ot'SaratOfa. 
6 
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PREAMBLE AND RESOLUTION 

Prepared by Mr. Van Buren^ for a meeting qf 4 he 
Eepublican Members of the Legislature cf New- 
Yorkj and other Republicans of that States held 
at Mbany on the I4th of ^pril^ 1814, andadop- 
ted by that meeting. 

At this interesting period of our national affairs, 
when our government is combatting with a wily, vin- 
dictive and sanguinary foe; when domestic disaffec- 
tion and foreign partialities present their fronts at eve- 
ry comer; and when the present hopes and future 
prospects of the people of New-York are to be tested 
by the exercise of the elective franchise, — at a period 
of such anxiety and solicitude, this meeting, compo- 
sed, of citizens from almost every section of the state, 
take the liberty of publicly expressing their sentir 
ments on Uie aubjeot. 

That ^< every difference of opinion is not a differ-^. 
€fbce of principle*' — that on the various operations of 
government witb which the public welfare is connec- 
ted, an ;h6oest difference oft opinion may exist^*— that 
whto those difiEetences are. discussed and the princi<^ 
pies of contendiog parties are' supported with candor, 
fairness and inoderatit>n«-4h^ Very '^discord; which i» . 
thus produced, may^ inra government like ours, be cofir 
ducive to the public good — we cheerfully adoiit. - 
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But when, on* the other hand; tb'e opposition 
cleariy evince that all their clarad^^^tre the result of 
predfetiermiried and immutable hostiHty-^wheH, asr ber 
tween th^if own government, and' the open fehemies 
oT the lah'd, they dare, as circumstances' may rec(uire, 
unblus'hingly justify, excuse or psllliate the (conduct of 
the latter, and falsify, calumniate and condemn that 
of the former— when too in the means which are lised 
to effect such tinhallowed purposes, they are alike 
indifferent to the salutary provisions of the constitu- 
tion, to the requisitiol&d of national interest and the 
obTious dictates of national honor; — that at such a 
time it is the duty of every sound patriot to do his 
utmost to arrest their guilty career, cod to ri^scue from 
their aspiring grasp his bleeding country, — nb good 
man will deny. 

To prove that such has been the conduct and that 
such are and have been the views of the party in this 
country, which stylfes itself ^cfera/ — that their" his- 
tory is a history of* repeated injuries and usuipationf , 
all having for theit* object" either the subjection of 
the rightiS and interests of their country, to her an- 
cient and unceasing foe, or a base prostitution of its 
fair fame for selfish and d^mbitious purposes, ''let 
facts be submitted to an intelligent and patriotic peo^ 
pie." . 

Their opposition ibr the last IS years has been 
unirersal, malignant and uifoeasing. 
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Their oppfsition was equally virulent when our 
country was basking in the sunshine of unparalleled 
prosperity^ as it has been, while her political horizon 
has been obscured by the clouds of adversity. 

They opposed the abolition of internal taxes, when 
those taxes were rendered unnecessary by the general 
prosperity of the country. 

They opposed the imposition of the same taxes^ 
when the imposition became necessary to the main- 
tenance of our national honor. 

They opposed the reductioit of the national debt, 
when the means of its reductioi} were in the power 
of government. 

They opposed the increase of the national debt, 
when its increase or an abandonment of every i^tri* 
bute of a free people had become our only alterna- 
tive. • 

They clamored much on account.of the aggressions 
on our commerce by the belligerents,, and their mer- 
chants presented petition after petition and memorial 
after joiemorial to Congress, that th^y should vindicate 
our. commercial rights. 

They have uniformly calumniated and^ opposed 
every measure of the government adopted for their 
vindication or support. 

They opposed all » commercial restriction^ on the 
ground of their inefficacy, pontepded that war and war 
alone was the proper course for govenvmept to pursue. 



and on this subject they triuoipbantly declared M that 
the adaiimstration could dot be kicked into a waar." 

They opposed the war when it was deckred^ on 
the ground that it was impoliticy unjust and unneces- 

They have always claimed to be the- friends of or* 
der and the constitution^and as such friends of order 
and the constitution, their opposition to goverumeot 
in the prosecutipn of the present just and necessary 
war, has been characterized by acts of violence and 
depravity without a parallel in the history -of any ci- 
vilized govern meot«. 

To enumerate the various acts by which the feel- 
ings of the American people have been wounded and 
insulted, this occasion will not permit — let the most 
prominent^ therefore, he alone considered. While 
the combined power of the enemy and his savage al- 
lies has been directed against us, and our frontiers 
have been drenched with the blood of unoffending wo* 
men^nd children^ the undivided poweraof the oppo- 
sition have been exerted-r ^: 

To destroy all confidence between the people and 
their gQveiyment-<^ 

To misrepi'esepl the latter and to deceive, distract 
and cajple the former^— To deprive the government of 
the two^nreat sioews t>f war, nia and money; pre- 
ventipg enlistments by discountenancing and calum- 
niating both officers and 8ddiers*--defeating the ne- 

6* 
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cessary ]oani by attendpting to shake the confidence 
of the people in the stability of their government — 

To fender the war odious and urvpopular^ by the 
ittost flagrant perversions of the matter in controversy, 
and of the pretensions of our government; by the 
most criminal justification of the conduct of the ene- 
my; and by the vilest extenuation of all their enor- 
mities — • 

To paralyze the arm of government and frighten 
the Weak and timid from itfT support, by exciting in- 
ihirrection and rebeHion in the east; by openly threat- 
ening a dissolution of the Union, and laboring inces- 
sAitly to sow the seeds of jealousy and disunion be- 
tween the Northern and Southern States; and by ex- 
ei*etsing in each state the same unworthy means as 
are practiced by them throughout the Union. 
^ For while in this State they profess great solici- 
hide for the sufieriiigs of oiir citizetis on the frontiers^ 
they have invariably oppo^d' the raising a volunteer 
CKirrps' fpr their d(^fehce^ unless under thedisgraceftit 
stipulation that they shall not'^attndy thfe enemy. 
i^^'While alsd ^hey seek to Wd^Hhe deformity of their 
conduct in relation to our army, byprofMingattach- 
lrterrt/tO the riaval 'service;'^ W'fina 'them 'opposing 
Wt!i' disgustinl tfeleho6ia-blll to Encourage [jrivateer- 
i^|;:Whie^f«iB^tft(S'6eh&t^ cyfttiW'State, Ml was he-- 
^Artved by th6<A^€trib1j^>tl^a\i^'H had for lb ob^ 
toihWiai'tM^Aifemy,^'"^^*'*'^ ^^*''' J-^ • v -- 
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But we forbear the enumeration of acts evincing 
such deplorable degeneracy in a gr'jat portion of the 
American people; acts so well calculated to continue 
tlie war into whieh our country has been driven — to 
tarnish our national character — ^and unless successfully 
resistedi to drive our government to an injurious and 
disgraceful peace: x 

Therefore Beso7ved, That while We congratulate 
our fellow citizens on the happy revival of the feel- 
ingSy sentiments and spirit of the Revolution, which 
is every where manifesting itself; and our republican 
brethren in particular, on the heart-cheering 2eal and 
unanimity which pervade their ranks, which promise 
the total overthrow of that anti-American spirit, 
which, disguised under the specious gdivhot federal- 
fi^m. Has too long preyed upon the vitals of the nation — 
and which excite a lively hope that the councils of this 
great and powerful state will speedily be wholly res- 
cued from the hands of those who have disgraced them 
■^^We y^ixtmly and earnestly conjure our republican 
brethren, by the regard they have for their own rights; 
by the love* th^y bear their country; and by the 
hianes of the departed worthies of the revolution, to. 
be iip and doinjg, and sd to act, that at the termination 
of the ciintest^ each 6i them may triumphantly eic- 
claim— <^I have fdaj^hC a good fight— I ^ave finished 
rty 661^816—1 hare kept the Ux^.^ 
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•Answer of the Senate of New York to the speech 
qfthe Governor^ at the extra session of the legis- 
lature held in September 1814, draughted by 
Mr, Van Buken. 

'^''o his Excdlency, D. D. Tompkifs, Governor of New TofIl. 

Sir — The Senate, at the close of their last sessioit, 
indulged, in common with their fellow citizens, the 
pleasing expectation, that before this period t()e 
blessings of peace upon just and honorable terms 
would have been restored to their country. They 
have thus far been disappointed ; and although the 
mission to which they looked for its accomplishment 
has not yet terminated, the delay which has taken 
place in the commencement of negociations, and the 
spirit of increased hostility manifested by the enemy 
in the prosecution of the war, combine to forbid any 
confident reliance upon the disposition professed by 
him in the communication which led to that mission^ 

If, in the result, it shall appear, that in these pro- .%{ 
Cessions he was originally insincere ; or that, influ-^ 
enced by after circumstances, he delayed the nego- 
ciations proposed by himself, until be should have 
exerted against us the additional means of annoyance 
which recent occurrences in Europe bad placed at 
bis disposal — the woi^ will npt hesitate, in either 
ease, to pronounce ppon his conduct the sentence of 
•troog an4 indignant reprobation. 
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The world have already seen, and they cannot 
but have seen with astonishment, that when ambas- 
sadors for peace, invited by himself, had already 
crossed the ocean, he has given a new and peculiar 
character to the contest — ^a character of violence and , 
outrage, not only incompatible with the feelings of 
reconciliation, but, in the highest degree disgraceful 
to civilized nations, and repugnant to the established 
rules of legitimate warfare. 

Whether this conduct has proceeded from ancient 
animosities now seeking their gratification, in the in- 
^fliction of injuries upon those who once defied and 
foiled his power — whether from a desire of finding 
employment for troops whom it was not thought 
prudent to disband at home — whethef from hostility 
to our civil institutions, and the vain hope of sub- 
verting the fair fabric which by the wisdom, the 
virtue, and the valor of our fathers, has been reared 
and secured to us — or from a calculation that by carry- 
ing his arms into the heart of the country, and mark- 
ing his course with desolation and ruin, he could 
make an impression on the government which should 
avail him in the proposed negociations, or on the 
people which should be reniembered to his advan- 
tage in any question whioh.«h<>uld heieafterariser be- 
tween the nations-rwhatevef may have been his 
motives, or whatever his expectations, the- Senate 
canpot;but exuU in common with ^ your excellency 
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and the country, that thos far ^^ we have sustkined 
the shock with firmness and gatherisd laurels from 
the strife." ' 

Although he has succeeded in penetrating to 
the capitol, his momentary triumph, disgraced as it 
was by the destruction of public edifices and the sub- 
sequent plunder of a defenceless city, has before this 
time been imbittered by the reflection, that by the 
conflagration of those monuments of art which pub- 
lic spirit and munificence had erected, and which 
were consecrated by the name of their illustrious 
founder, he has kindled a flame of patriotism which, 
pervades every section of the union, which has al- 
ready lit the way to his severe discomfiture, and 
which thr^tens his complete annihilation, at every 
aleailable point of the union to which his ambition or 
his resentment may lead him. 

The Senate have witnessed with the same admi- 
ration, evinced by y6ur excellency, the brilliant 
achievements of odr arniy and navy during the pre- 
sent campaign — achievements, which, in their imme- 
diate efiecls, have been so highly and extensively 
beneficial to our frontier citizens — achievements 
which have pierced the gloom, that for a seaison ob- 
scured our political liorizon and dispelled those fear- 
ful forebodings which fiast disasters had excited — ex- 
ploits which will hot. sufier in a comparison with the 
most heroic efiorts of the Vt^terans of the oW world. 
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which have fully maintained if not enhanced the 
proujd and enviable fame of our gallant seamen-*— ex- 
ploits which have covered the actors in thpse bright 
scenes with never fading laurels, and which will, 
until . public gratitude ceases to be a public virtue, 
call for the highest testimonials whtch a free people 
can yield to freemen — unceasing reverence for the me- 
mories of those who have died on thefield of honor, and 
acts of unceasing gratitude to their heroic survivors. 

The Senate have seen with great satis£action, the 
prompt and efficacious measures adopted by your ex- 
cellency to avert the dangers. which threatened the 
State ; and believUfig as they do, that whatever exe- 
cutive authority may have bc|eti exercised, for which 
no legislative provision existed, has no| only been 
intended for the promotion of the public good, but 
was rendered indispensable by the pressure of exist- 
ing circumstances ; they canrfet doubt that the mea- 
sures to which your excellency has referred, will be 
found to deserve their appfcbation and support. 

The Senate cannot forego the opportunity afforded 
them, of uniting with your excellency,, in an expres- 
sion of the high sal isffbction with which ttfey have 
witnessed th^ unanimity and patriotism displayed by 
all classes of the community in t-he present crisis, 
aod/thi^ disposition ^hich they have manifested to 
cQCQ,bine;lJfteiT. efforts. for the jnainteonoce .^f oationfil 
hpQor sg|4(iQ.minoii safely. .. * *'''■•()'<? : 
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That on questions of general policy, or the fitness 
of individuals for particular stations, we should ever 
be exempted from differences of opinion is not to be 
eipected. Divisions like those are inseparable 
from the blessings of our free constitution ; and al- 
though sometimes carried to an excess which all good 
men mtist deplore, they are, notwithstanding, gene- 
rally productive of much national good. But to sup- 
pose that a people jealous of their rights and proud of 
their national character, would on a question of resist- 
ing the aggressions of an open enemy— aggressions 
which have polluted our soil, and which threaten the 
subversion of those inestfmable political institutions 
which have been consecrated to freedom by the blood 
and sufferingsof their fathers — that on a question of such 
vital interest, so well calculated to excite all the pa- 
triotism, to arouse all thespirit, and to call into action 
all the energies of the pation, they would waste their 
strength in useless collision witlf each other — would 
be a reflection upon their discernment and their cha- 
racter, which they can never merit. 

The various other subjects submitted by your ex- 
cellency to the legislature, will receive from the Se- 
nate that prompt attention to which their importance 
entitles them. 

The iv^rtant interest which the state of New 
York has in the sveeessful termination of the eonlro- 
versy in which we are involved^ and the hif|r defti* 
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ny to which her local situation^ the extent and variety 
of her resources, and the valor and patriotism of her 
citizens, aided hy a just and liberal policy, may ad- 
vance her, have been duly appreciated by your ex- 
cellency. The Senate cheerfully pledge their best 
exertions to realize those great and weU founded ex- 
pectations ; and relying on the patriotism and good 
sense of the American people, they confidently trust 
that the rights and interests of the nation will be 
maintained, and that at no distant period the mild reign 
of peace will be restored to our bleeding country. 



Resolutions expressive of the sentiments of the le- 
gislature of New York in relation to the victory 
\qf the 8th of January, 1815, prepared by Mr. 
Van Buren, February, 13/A, 1815. 

^' Whereas, in all ages and in every clime, even 
among the most uncivilized of mankind, the love of 
country and the love of glory, the spirit of patriot- 
ism and of heroism, have never failed to excite ad- 
miration, to call forth applause, and to be crowned bj 
those grateful rewards which are ever dear to the 
brave, the virtuous, a^d the wise : 

^^And whereas, the duty of cberishiog senti- 
ments so intimately connected with the welCeure, ho- 
nor and prosperity of nations^ devolves in a peculiar 
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manner upon the rulers of a people whose freedom 
and independence are the bright rewards of the pa- 
triotism and the valor of their ancestors, and can 
only be preserved by the exercise of the same inesti- 
mable and exalted virtues : 

^^ Tliet^orti Resolved unanimously y as the sense 
of this legislature, that Major General Andrew 
JacesoNi and the gallant officers and soldiers under 
his command, for their noble defence of the city of 
New Orleans, that important military post and grand 
emporium of commerce, especially in the ever me- 
morable conflict of the 8th of January last, an event 
surpassing the most heroic and wonderful achiev- 
ments which adorn the annals of mankind^* do 
eminently deserve the unanimous applause, and the 
lasting gratitude of their country. 

JResolvedy unanimovslyf That the thanks of this 
legislature be, and they are hereby presented to 
Major General Jackson, and the officers and sol- 
diers under his command, for that heroic and glo- 
rious achievment. 

Sesotved unanimouslyj That these resolutions 
l)e signed by the president of the Senate and speaker 
of the house of assembly, that his excellency the Go- 
vernor be, and he is hereby requested to transmit a 
copy of the skine to M^jor Gk^nend Jacxson, who is 

* KOTE.— The \iwd8 in It«li<^ were stribken out after the 
tesMliilkiis ^h^ fcrpMftdl tr t&if 1^ 
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requested to communicate to his brave associates in 
arms, the grateful sense which this legislature enter- 
tain of their signal seryicesi in such manner as he 
may deem consonant with the occasion. 



Extracts from a report submitted to the Senate of 
New York^ on, the Mth of February j 1815, &i/ 
Mr. Van Bub£K» recommending a loan to the 
General Government for the payment of the mi- 
litia. 

^< The committee further reapectf^Il7 suggest that 
the services proposed to be rewarded^ have been ren- 
dered by persons who, generally speaking, «r^ in 
immediate want of the sums respectively due to 
them, and to whom further delay would ,be injurious 
anddistressing-^thatin the opinion of the committee, 
their claims to the friendly aid of this state, are not 
confined to their wants, but are infinitely enhanced 
by the virtue and patriotism of the objects of that 
aid — that the monies proposed to be loaned are-prin- 
cipally due to the militia of the northern and west^ 
em parts of this state, and such as were m^deftd 
there from other sections of the 8tate^->-to the heave 
men who met and successfully resisted' the Veterans 
of the enemy on the banks of the Sflranae>**««to those 
who performed tediocis and lalMxriousaBrricesat Sac- 
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kets Harbor, and at various other posts on the west- 
ern frontier^-rand to that distinguised band of volun- 
teers, who under the gallant Porter, stamped an in*- 
dellble record of American valor on the shores of 
the Niagara. 

<< The committee, therefore, recommend the pas- 
sage of the amended bill now reported by them, as a 
measure, which, white it makes a beneficial provi- 
sion for a numerous and highly meritorious portion 
of our fellow-citizens, without detriment to the state, 
will at the same time, in no inconsiderable degree, 
conduce to the general good, by a decisive expres- 
sion of our confidence in the credit of the nation ; 
and will moreover furnish odditional evidence of that* 
devotion to the interests of the union, which it has 
been the ambition of this state toevinec, whereby she 
has acquired a rank among her sister states, to which 
her ejcertioiis in the late contest richly entitle her, 
and which it should be the pride and glory of her 
sons to maintain. '^ 



Extraetjrom fhea^istver qfjAe Senate to the speech 
qf Governor Tompkins in l^l^y prepared by 
*Jlfr. Van BuauN. 

- << While the Senate sympathize with those of theijr 
fellow-eitizens on whom the sufiii^lngs and depriva- 
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tioDS ineident to a state of hoetiHtles have fdlen with 
peculiar foreey* they bairaot too strongly eipreaa the 
proad aatifl&dtion tfaey derive from the reflectioti| 
that tiie war ia frbich the nation haslieen inyethied. 
arduous and sanguinary as it has been, wets not onfy 
righteous in its origin j and JBueces^l tn itsproH- 
euiionj but thai our countfy has arisen from the 
contest tsith tenovafed strength and increased 
glory* 

<* Among the advantages which have resulted to 
our country from Ihe late war,' your excellency has 
justly referred to the elevation of our national char- 
acter, and to our increased confidence in the efficacy 
and stability of our political mstitutions. While the 
former is to the nation wealth, strength, and the 
source of happiness, the latter is thedieet anchor of 
their hopes, and emphatically the palladium of their 
liberties.'^ 



Speech qf Mr, Van Svren, in the SengUe cf the 
Unitsd:StateSj January 28^ \B9BjOntke hill f off 
gratitifig Pensions to the surviving. Officers of 
theRevolutiondryj^hyny, • 

Mr. VAN BtlREKsaid he ap|ih>ach^ thedjl^- 

ctission of the bill under cohsideiHtidn -With -a degtH^ 

of solicitude he had seldont eifperi^eed. Tt a^ose 

frddfi a ideep ^cMoioiMMss of th« iMi|M^tlih^4kHl^d«^; 

7* 
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lic^cy of tlie tubjecti and the difficultiefl which would 
attend a satisfactory determination. He freely con- 
fessed that he did not remember a legislative question 
in which his feelings had been more deeply engaged. 
These feelings, sometimes too sanguinci and always 
ardent^ might now deceive him; but he could not 
suppress the conviction^ that, upon the doubtful issue 
of the present question, the character of our country 
was, in no inconsiderable degree, suspended. It 
would, indeed, ha^ve afforded him the highest grati- 
fication, could he anticipate with confidence a favor- 
able result But when he beheld the formidable con- 
centration of talent §Dd numbers arrayed against the 
petitioners and their advocates, he was but too con- 
scious of the difficulties against which they had to 
contend. Undeterred, however, by these circum* 
stances, he would proceed to discharge the duty 
which seemed to be required by his connexion with 
the committee by whom the bill had been reported. 
His brethren of the committee, said Mr.V. B., 
had pronounced a merited eulogium upon the charac- 
ter and services of the petitioners. Considerations 
which arose naturally from the subject, but upon 
which, although far from being exhausted, he would 
not attempt to dwell. Indeed, he was greatly de- 
ceived, if, on this point, there was any diversity of 
opinion. Whatever expressions might escape from 
gentlemen in the warmth of debate, he waa sure that 
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the iranscendent merits of the petitioners, after ha- 
ving ^received the attestation of impartial history, 
were not now to be the subject of examination or of 
doubt* Sir, iiy in the mysterious dispensations of an 
all-wise and over-ruling Providence, we, too^ are 
doomed to experience the common calamities of na- 
tions, it may become our duty to receive these dis- 
pensations with meekness, and bear them with for- 
titude. But if there be a stain from which he would 
be most desirous of rescuing the American name, it 
would be the stain of ingratitude to the surviving offi- 
cers of the Revolution. If there be a calamity which, 
more than any other, he would pray to have averted, 
it would be the calamity of witnessing, in an Ameri- 
can Senate, a cold insensibility to the services of those 
whose devotion to their country in peace, and whose 
constancy in war, had extorted the applause of an 
admiring world. 

If,«8ir, gallantry in the field, and devotion to coun- 
try, ever deserved the meed of grateful remembrance, 
the encomiums bestowed by my colle&gues upon the 
Revolutionary officers will find their approval in 
every patriot bosom. But their merits, great as 
they were, appear to be enhanced by the cause in 
which they were engaged. Revolutions in Grovern- 
ment had be^n witnessed before, and they have been 
witnessed since. But if we consider the principles 
involvedi the means employed, and the results produ- 
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eed, may I not be indulged in expressiiig the convict 
tion that they dwindle into insignificanee witb this 
The ReTolution in which they embarked, was not 
only the most important, in civil government, that 
oppression has produced or patriotism accomplished, 
but must, in the nature of things, for ever remain so. 
The materials for another equally important, do not, 
I tear, exist; sind, perhaps, the progressive character 
of man precludes a well-grounded hope that they will 
ever again arise. Why, nr, said he, do I allude to 
these high considerations? Not, I am sure, for the 
purpose of display; and as little with a view to in- 
dulge in self adulation. It is because the unparallel- 
ed blessings, which, as a people, we enjoy; the great 
and successful example that has been given to tlie 
world; and the perpetual influence which that exam- 
ple must exert on its future destinies — awaken in 
every mind the most intense anxiety, lest the dosing 
scenes of that mighty conflict should be unworlliy of 
its own great character — and that the page of history 
which embalms the virtues and heroic deeds of our 
fiithers, mi^y not at the same time record the too ear- 
ly degeneracy of their sons. The petitioners at your 
bar are destined to be our witncfsses with posterity. 
It is in their persons that an opportunity is aflorded, 
either to repel, or in -some degree, confirm the impu'- 
tetion oast upon Republics by the demies of freedom, 
diat inji^titude is their inbtreot aoBilt inextinguisha- 
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ble vice : and. it was.earnestly to be hoped that our 
decision might be audi, as would be favorable to them, 
to:burselve% and to the cause of liberty. ^ 

But^ sir, said Mr. V. B., instead of pursuing these 
general remarks, allow me to invite your attention 
to the. question immediately under consideration. — - 
In doing so,, my first attempt will be to separate that 
which is not a subject of disputation from that which 
is: for in this, as in other ca^es, time may be con- 
sumed^ and arguments fruitlessly employ ed^ in sup- 
porting positions which have never been questioned^ 
or enforcing opinions in which all are agreed. 

Firsti then, it will be admitted, on all »des, that 
the promise made by the Congress of the C)onfedera- 
tion of half pay for life to the Revolutionary officers 
serving to the end of the war, was made by compe- 
tent authority: that the condition upon which the 
promise was founded has been fully performed: that 
the e^igation thereby created rests upon the present 
Government in its original force: and that if it has 
not been fully, fairly, and justly performed, it ought 
now to be diseharged* The critical condition of the 
country at the time the promise was made — the Sa&t 
that this inducement to remain in servioff. had been 
held up-to the Arinyfrom the commencement of .the 
wari bf various resolves of Congress— that this alone 
prevented their, abindonment of ^a serf i«$y in which 
they were^not bound to remain by any. of (those oour 
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sideratioDS which operate on the genetality of man- 
kind — that to their continuance in die Army, more 
than to any other cause^ under the blesnngs of Pro- 
Tidence^ the successful termination of the war was, in 
the opinion of Gren^i Washington, mainly attributable, 
and that the sacrifices which they incurred, in conse- 
quence of their determination to remain, were almost 
unparalleled— -are points upon which there can be no 
difference of opinion, and requiring, after the able 
comments of the Senators who had preceded him, no 
additional illustration. 

If this, sir, said Mr. V. B., has been the unques* 
Uonable engagement of the Government, if the peti- 
tioners are thus entided to its fulfilment by the per- 
formance of the sole concjiition on which it was made 
to depend— the question will be asked, has that en- 
gagement been satisfied? > And if satisfied, how has 
it been done? 

Those who maintain that the Government hfd fiil- 
filled its engagement, rest their position on the ground 
of the commutation of the five years' full pay, which 
has been given in lieu of the promised half-pay for 
life. Whatever might be the diversity of sentiment 
with respeQt to the legality or the fairness of that 
commutation — the means by which it was effected' — 
and the manner of its execution--*-aiid on these points 
he acknowledged there was room for an honest di&r- 
ence of opinion: there was one position, be thought* 
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sufficieody plain to challeoge theat^quiescence of eyjb- 
ry reflecting mind. It is, sir^ that this commutation 
tendered by the Government as a complete fulfilment 
of its protnise^ has been any llitfig but a fair and just 
equivalent To demonstrate this, a few observations 
only will be necessary. 

The intelligent Chairman of the Committee, who 
reported the bill, whose ability in the exhibition of 
the claims of the petitioners wonld entitle him to 
more than the humble tribute of i^espect, which it 
was in his power to render, had submitted to the Se^ 
nate statements and calculatious establishing the fol- 
lowing results; 

1. That, according to authentic tables for the com« 
putatiort of annuities, the ^ve years' half-pay, odight 
to have been seven, at the time it was given, in order 
to make it a fair equivalent, and that the reduction 
of this just allowance was attributable to the neeessi-^ 
ties of the Government, and not to a disposition to 
elude the claims of the petitioners. 

2. That, owing to the failure of the States to^upr 
ply the funds necessary to the payment of the inter? 
est, and ultimate redemption of the principal, of the 
^< commutation certificates;'' these commutation cert 
tificates iTor five years' .full pay, given as aaequtva* 
lent for half-pay for life, rapidly depreciarted. > So 
that» when compdled by .necessity to tiB^Kfese of them^ 
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they in fact produced to the officers less than one 
year's pay. 

3. That when these commutation certificates were 
funded in 1791, a deduction was made equal to one 
Aird of their amount, by deferring the interest for 
ten years, upon one-third of the principal, and allow- 
ing only three per cent, on the interest which had 
accrued since 1783. 

That this deduction was made by the 'Govern- 
ment, on the ground (and could be justified on no 
other,) that these certificates were in the hands of 
speculators, who had availed themselves of the neces- 
sities of the officers, brought upon them by their sti- 
pulated continuance in service, and thus were ena- 
bled to obtain them at a i-educed and almost nominal 
price. 

Mr, V. B. said he would refrain from attempting 
to enforce the views, upon this branch of the subject, 
presented by the Senators who had preceded him. 
It would be time enough to do so, should these views 
be ever contested. He candidly acknowledged, 
however^ that they did not constitute the material 
arguments upon which he relied, for the purpose of 
showing the gross inadequacy of the commutation 
awarded to the petitioners: and he would> therefore 
proceed to state the grounds. upon which he predica- 
ted his proposition, with all the bl*evity and penpi* 
cuity in his power. 
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The certificates for commutation of half pay, were 
issued under the resolution of March, 1783, and de- 
livered in November,. 1783. They admitted upon 
their (ace, that five years' full pay was due to their 
holders, to be paid with interest at the rat&of six per 
centum per annum. These certificates were redeem- 
ed by the operation of the funding act in 1791. They 
were, of course^ for different amounts, according to 
the respective ranks of the officersf. The average pay 
of the officers was vlS30 per month, and the amount 
which would have been due to each officer for half 
pay, allowing interest after the same was acknow- 
ledged to be due, would have amounted in 1791, 
when the redemption, took place, to 81,742 40.^^ 
The avera^ amount of five years' full pay for each 
officer, amounted wilh interest, in 1791, to j82,664 00; 
fromv this amount one third was deducted in there* 
demption, as he had before stated. The average 
amount therefore received by each officer in 1791, 
for his five years' full pay, assuming that these cer- 
tificates had been retained, would have been jSl, 779* 

I^rom this simple statement it results that, in con- 
sequence of the. delay in . discb&rgtng the commuta- 
tion, amjl the deduction whidi was forcibly, made in 
doing so, the Government paid no more than would 
have been due to the officers for their half pay alone, 
up to the period when the Gommutation was actually 

made. To that period, therefore^ the officers gained 
8 
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nothing hy that measure. Since that time jears 
have rolled away, during which they would have re- 
ceived the promised halfpay, haditnot been for the 
eommutation. The sum which would have been 
payable tb the officers since that period , is the suni 
precisely which the officers have lost, and the Go- 
yernmeni has. gained, by this variation hy the Go- 
vernment from its original contract. 

This subject, said Mr. V. B. is simple, founded 
upon data which cannot deceive by their plausibility, 
and is liable, to no mistake, except the mere errors of 

calculatton. Those he had endeavored to avoid 

The avefs^e half pay of each of the petitioners from 
the year 1791 to 1828, would have amounted to 
#13,177 «d; This sum, multiplied by 230, the num- 
ber of Revolutionary ojGcers supposed to be yet in 
eastence, would amount fo ji3,030,71X). The effect 
of the commutation upon the Treasury, and upon the 
interests of deceased officers, could not be, said he, 
distinctly stated without, a particular knowledge of 
the time: of their. respective deaths. But from what 
we' know.iipoik: that«ubject> there was a moral eer- 
taintythat the gains of the Treasury from that source 
had 'Hot been diminished, but on the contrary greatly 
increased. 

it iVtheB,'said'>he,iaoa8eert»iiied and incontesti- 
l^lerfiaict, thatyiin additioQ to<all tkoriiijaries sustained 
lMfrdq^peciaibiiViih9:offieerslhftvekfst l^ the course 
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of events, and the Gdvernment hms< gained a sum not 
less than 03,030, 710, in consequfenoe df , that eom^ 
mutation ^hioh is now set up to bar the claims of 
the petitionei^i — claims predicated upon a promise of 
the 60 verDment, held out to the officers as an induee- 
ment to remain^ and constituting the chief reward for 
the mdst signal services ever performed* by meU' in 
the cause of freedom artdtheir country. < 

Upon these facts, said.Mrv Y. B., a ^question arises 
for our decision, no less important to the Gchrem^ 
ment than to the petttioofers; because, inVoIiiring the 
character of the one, andtheuntereststof -the other: 
What is it? Is it confined to the legal rights uhd 
obligations of the parties? Ncr, sir, X shall Mvery 
said he^ bring my mind to consider the = question of 
strict legal right, wh^n I look at. the- parties." Who 
arethej? On the one hand,! th^ Government of ^e 
United States; not liable to be:impleadefd> and inotf- 
pable of being coerced against its will by any ^wer. 
superior to its own<^rich in resources, ^a«)td' ovisrfiow- 
ing with redundance; ton the otht^ a remiMnt of the 
officers of the RevolQtiontt^y- army, boni»' 'down by 
the infirn^ities incident to age^-^with- one fobt in ih% 
grave, and the other upon- t;hQ threshold of your door, 
supplioatiing die lulfilmeht of that phimjse which WBJli 
made th^^m,' iti the vigor of their ds^s. 'Ifteteciilhey 
have ipgdi'^ighia^vAhep^^ia ttidr* rettvedy to enforce 
thotti? {They 0anib«ii 4n" the 'ligature* oflthiti|^ have 
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any. But candor constrained him to acknowledge, 
that in strictnesil, they have not now, whatever they 
niay once have had, any rights, except such as are 
founded upon the immulahle piinciples of justice. 
As early as the year 17S5, the Government found it 
necessai^ to protect itself against dormant and un- 
founded claims, arising from the Revolutionary con- 
test, by a statute of limitations. Various acts and re- 
solutions were passed upon the subject before the 
year 1793, more or less comprehensive in their terms; 
aiid in that year an act was passed so comprehensive 
in its provisions, as to embrace the claims of the pe* 
titioners, and barring them, unless presented by the 
Ist day of May^ 1794. The officers did not present 
this claim until 1810^ and are therefore precluded 
from urging their vested legal rights. Being thus 
famished with a<^general answer to all claims which 
do not address both our consciences and judgments. 
Congress have nevertheless relaxed, from time to 
time, the rigor of their o\Yn act, when considering 
claims founded on justice, and not opposed by policy. 
But as none of these suspensions have embraced the 
case of the petitioners, we have it in our power i if 
W9 can have the heart to present this statute of limi- 
tations to the petitioners, and under its mantle, resist 
the pry for justice, if not for bread. The -question, 
then, is not what we are boiind to do by.)aw, but 
whAt we ihpuld ^^ What conduct on our part will 



,l^93^,}f^]^,:^.s^f.^ Mr.y* Brf.at the 

l*>P'«9feTf>i»eBtJronp| tliHtj^pt p« GommMt^M^r^jW^ 
WWWiyW^llj! a!clt»i<ted^ But, it is eo^i^u^ fdijuf^ 
JyiT^ fOV^e^ €onaftr9raif^:/i;8r^%.bii^dipg'>o^ itb^ p«^ 
tips, ^ ;exoripra^ii3^ fba gpT#niAieiU» i^om fMtfth^ 
IjWjHlitjjr^ ^t in :^qH9¥ii f,at|d iMVguafdfd yl|ovF,',^lmjr 
hAy^:gJLVi^<,uii fk .^el^^ase^^^df ^^ rsWiod upQD» ouiihft^di 

eoi^fK^l^i^pj^ s^d.the jiijf)gfnfiii^p( tbif bonoraU^dMjh 
w^(^jl^:ViQpt ^))^t^.,l)^s^vi#im w;i«rW«ttvtftfceil ,01 

8 
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that th^ untrorm pftietieeof theCbvei^m^iiiftiisbeeh 

at wir with the priiteiple whi^h is nbw bj^plksed^' to 

the claim oF^the petitionen. Not r aeniioMi half -oe- 

ctirred ainee the commencement of thia^Ok^f^frftiiant, 

in^ which Con^e^s had not relieved th^CitSi^Mi^ from 

hardships resulting front unforeseen cbtitiilgeiMiifiM- 

and forebortie an enforcement of law, WMMrlts eh*- 

forcemeot would work great and trnde^NBrred iHfaryi 

He nighty if exinis^ble oh an eceasiott llk^ th^, ^Mi 

OTor Ih6 statuie book, page by pag^9^nd f^re'¥k^' 

p^ted|^r66fs of this assertion. Butit Wvttrti^fekMty, 

He. would content b'jiteself with a reference tt» on^ ^ 

it most two measuHeis of the charActer describe. • - Tii 

the year 1819| between the months of June andScipi- 

tembei*, goods to an immense amount were shipjMi 

/h&m Engiand t& the UkU^ Siaies, by AtneriAiQ 

merchants, in open ?iolatk>n of the acts prbhibftiftg 

theil' importatiotf. They alleged in justtflciffibn, is!- 

the» their anticipated f^pesA of th^se acts, in eonse- 

queAce ofilw measurekof one of the belligereiitiff /bt- 

tlieir apprebenaiofi dMt in thcf ^iVent of^a ^elaratioir 

awrbf the Utiltod 9tat««^, iheif profM^ >^qM B« 

sejced an* cKmdenbfned Ut theBr{tfiiih})drt!i; Tfaed^ 

elaratmiy nrfiot, tMk phee; b^t the ihip6rter^ weVcf 

not the ie^Klble to the ftnes Md peniAties itttpbsect 

by a Tioiated laviVMd merehaiadfi^ to tfrfe ir^the ojf 

more ihtn tmnifimtiliM^ ^d&llai^ #as fbtfoMit 

to the Uniled 8t«fis. - U)pon'ftearriWliifth«fdD^^ 



tWdfrAeris wtrt pM^rmttted tb retain ind ns^'^imn, 
upon giving bonds to abide the decision of their GW- 
Tefnitoeht. Application was made to 'Congress for 
refi<^? laid although it was well kdbwh that hhniehse 
profits-welie'niadlfrupbh th^ir tmpoi^icm'y ahd^hbt a 
doubt existed of their Irability to foHeilfure^ Congfei^s^ 
By in act which fifls bat a single pKge updn that sta- 
tute bdbk^'eaneeDedtiie bonds and feKhqoished m^r- 
ehandise^ which, if retain<!id, WOoTdhaTe heeh e^dtfl 
in Yalae to one-iMrth ' of the whoTe expenses of -Ihe 
war, and Wtifbh >rirdiiM doubtless h^tWbeeh retained 
had^the Oorerniti^nt ihsifted'^i^n its legal rights, 
and acted'oh the pri'ileiple nbw cbntended for. 

Thesysteni whfeh ha^ been pursued in relation 'to 
thepfurckaseraofpubKc fands, Is not a less methara- 
bie exaifiple of a depafirtare frbdfi thdt rigorous p6\i(!j 
Dow^t^cdftim^nded'tobtir imitation. 

By. the- act of lOthMay, 1806, the minimum pride 
of the public iands #is hkedl at 9^ the acre; brie- 
twentieth of the purcHk^ * iriohey Was required id be 
paid at the 'time of the pufcfaa«iie, obe fourth in 40 
days; the balance, tcrifM ihferesiy was payable by in- 
atalnittints of 2, J, am! 4* yfeara^ and the JTorfetture of 
the land waij thie <lecltttd p^nalt^r of Woh-t>ayihenT/ 

By the act of fhe 4fe* March, imi.ntl' inteMt 
wks%^ fee'^bHiii^ad ujjkftr inirttilihehtitfbf fiAtix^ ^ur- 
^h^^;'^ ^is^k^^ ib {^ 

tor of ihe jiiEirtdhasef*; '^^ii^itenildP 1!b^tK6lie whole 
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iosUlmeols. shoulci becii^me 4«;ke.before the .fpUowing 
October. ,...:■:*.: ■,,. ■.-./'. .-. 

Uoder. this liberal nyste^i, yielding to tbe u^y^n- 
xnent but litUe more than, the necessary e^cpeofiet of 
surveying the land/B,.. supporting the various laqct of- 
fices, and providing for the holder a s^ure.^l^ded 
title, a debt accuoaulated prior to tbayear 1620| fronri 
the purdiasers to the United States, aippni^tkig to 
twenty-two millions of dollars. , * = . . • : 

' Before that. tioi^ repeate4 Jodulgenciea had;,beeii 
% granted^ e^tenxlipg the times of payments .preventing 
th^ forfeitures which. would h^ve accroeds and in nu- 
merous instances, aliawi^g it re-entry, or a noiy, pur- 
chase of lancb, improved, and forfeited to .tbo Go- 
vernment upon .the terms.of the original ^jpyucc^aae. 
No less thaa six acts. were. passed from the y^^a^ 1313 
to 1820, to suspend .the, ybu/etVvne, and. ss^e fit the 
lands tlius purchased. The evU^ however,, had :^el- 
Ifsd beyond the. reach of palliatiirea. A ,^e||t oC'^A^ 
millions of ^pU^rs exceeded t()p ahility, bligfit^t^, the 
prospects, and i^ead#r)ed.tbQ,efergies.of tb^^tatQ9,t)y 
whom it was due., llad the law,, been enforced; anct 
pay mien tinfle^ibly exapt^d^ nearly the .^whole ,o^. ihf 
lands. Uii^s^puriihi^d and ^ vifou]fl,^f,y^ be^ 

forfeited tP.th#:^niop,.a4d ip^^y.an k^u^St^jy^Pff an 
wpMld.^VjB ^^.pQmpeUjed ^jj^in<iijiph|^o.^or? fy^^ 

7^¥fh i¥?W^r^^d.:Jftt^Wi|8fif?f.fei8;4ec}jp^ 
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years. To prevent this ealamity, the Government 
interposed^ and by an act of liberaHty having /ew pa- 
rallels in history^ arrested the forfeitures; authorised 
the relinqufshment of lands for which the purchasers 
were unable to pay; and the application of whatever 
sums had been paid to the payment of so much only 
as they thought proper to retain; cancelled the accu- 
mulated interest; extended the term of credit for that 
portion of the lands retained; and by a subsequent 
act passed in 1824, consented to receive as di full pay- 
ment for these lands, less than two-thirds of the 
amount actually due. Nor was this all: by the act of 
1821, the price of the lands was reduced from two 
dollars to one dollar and twenty-five cents; and he 
who had surrendered lands purchased at the highest 
sum was enabled to re-enter the same lands, if not 
sold at public sale, at the reduced price. Sir, said 
Mr. V. B., by the best estimate that I am able to 
make on referring to the only documents within my 
reach, this donation to the purchasers of public lands 
could >ndt have been less than $even miliums and a 

x 

haifaind probably has not been short o( ten millions 
of dollars. But the exact aniount is not material to 
the elucidation of the principle from which it flowed; 
and in considering its value, who, that cab cast his eyes 
upon those extensive regions where tranquillity has 
succeeded to disquietude, and prosperity to ruin, will 
attempt toestimate it by the acaler>f doltarsand ceoti? 
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It appears, then, said Mr. Y. B., that it has not 
been the practice of the Government to act the part 
of Shylock with its citizens; and God forbid that it 
should make its debute on the present occasion, not 
90 much in the character of a merciless creditor^ as a 
reluctant, though wealthy, debtor; withholding the 
merited pittance from those to whose noble daring 
and unrivalled fortitude, we are indebted for the pri- 
vilege of sitting in judgment on their claims; and 
manifesting more sensibility for the purchasers of our 
lands than for those by whose bravery they were won ; 
and| but for whose achievements, these very purcha*^ 
sers, instead of being the proprietors of their soil, 
and the citizens of free and sovereign States, mighV 
now be the miserable vaapals of some worthless favor- 
ite of arbitrary power. 

If disposed to be less liberal to the Revolutionary 
officers than to other classes of the community, let us 
at least testify our gratitude by relieving their suffer- 
ings, and returning a portion of those immense gains 
which have been the glorious fruits of their toil, and 
of their blood. 

Such, said Mr. V. fi. would, in his judgment be a 
correct view of the subject, had the Government ve^ 
lieved itself from all further liability by the most 
ample and: unexceptionable performance of its stipu- 
IfttioBS. How much stronger, then, will be their 
aiqieal to youi* justice, if it can be shown that ydu 
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have no right to urge this act of commutatioa as a 
complete fulfilment of yoUr promise? The act of 
commutation is impeached by the petitioners — first, 
on account of the means by which it was efiected; 
and, secondly, because the stipulations of that act have 
never been fulfilled. 

The petitioners with reason complained that with- 
out ever having consented to be bound by the acts 
of their brother officers, their personal rights were 
made, to depend upon the decision of the lines, and 
not upon their own individual assent. This in ad- 
mitted to have been the fact. Two months were al- 
lowed to the officers of the lines, under the immedi- 
ate command of Gen. Washington, and six months 
to those of the Southern army, to give their assent 
to the compromise. It does not appear that the lines 
of the Southern army ever gave their assent. In- 
deed it is stated by a distinguished Revolutionary of- 
ficer on this floor, (Gen. S. Smith,) that they never 
did. It does not appear that there ever was a meet- 
ing of the officers of the Northern army, for the pur- 
pose of deciding upon the question: and it is affirmed 
that there was none. To assume^ then, that the as- 
sent of each individual was given under circumstances 
like these, appears to my mind harsh and unjust— 
But it is alleged, in extenuation, that the compro- 
mise wasinade upon the petition of the officers them- 
selves. Let this be admitted: did the applieation 



00 APPENDIX. 

for a just equivalent for the promised half pay for 
life, confer on Congress the right to prescribe the 
terms? Will it justify the allowance of less than 
that to which they were entitled? Will not the cir- 
cumstanceS) under which this application was made, 
present a still stronger appeal to your liberality, if 
not your gratitude? Look, said Mr. V. B. at the 
acts of these brave and high-minded men, in what- 
ever light you please; examine their conduct by the 
strictest scrutiny, and you will always find them ex- 
hibiting the purest principles and the most elevated 
patriotism. The half pay establishment for life, was, 
at that time, considered by the ardent advocates for 
liberty, as leading to the formation of an aristocratic 
body, and therefore subversive of the principles of 
the revolution. An intimation like this, in the infan- 
cy of our institutions, however groundless in itself, 
was suIRcient to excite alarm. The dangers of the 
past were overlooked in the apprehension for the fu< 
ture; the measure was reprobated, and these merito- 
rious officers became the objects of unfounded jeal-^ 
ousy. To quiet these unreasonable fears, the petition- 
ers expressed their willingness to waive the literal 
fulfilment of the promise which had been given: to 
remove the cause which could have a tendency to de- 
prive them of the confidence of their fellow-citizens: 
to surrender the boon they had so dearly purchased; 
aod| in addition to all that they had doae, and 'to* all 
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that tbej had snfieredy to offer up their future pnMK 
pectsi^n the altar of their country. And ooutd 
anjr thing be more preposterous than to attempt to 
found upon an act, originating in natives like theae^ 
the right to prescribe the terms of ^mihutation? 
But it is alleged that the officers received the com- 
mutation certificates, and, by doing so, most be pre- 
sumed to have assented to their being considered a* 
full satisfaction of their demands. This inferencd 
was, in his opinion, removed by the pecuHsr circum^ 
stances under which the certificates were gLven.^"^' 
These circumistances, said Mr. Y. B. are not unwor* 
thy of the deliberate attention of the Senate. Pre- 
vious. to October, 17S3, and subsequent to the tim# 
when tiie . signature of the preliminary articles oC 
peace was known to the army,'frequent^applicatioDa< 
liad been made, in their behalf, to Congress, for aa. 
adjustment of accounts, and payment of the larj^e ar- 
rearages which were due. These applications were 
fhittless. The failure of the States to comply with- 
tht requisitions of Congross, deprived that body of the 
means of discharging their engagements: and withafull 
sense of the services and privations of the army, snd 
of the iiojustiee they were about to commit, Congress 
were om the point* o€ disbanding them, unpaid aod 
ttiiveqaited, und sending- thism penny lesf and almost 
fiaktd lo their hoisieir Ute^eet o£ this anticipated 
apnaiig»Jbpws.iiAn4a *sentfb^ ali?» l^lndignlty and 
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iojury may hi easily imagined: — ^At the moment' 
^hen passion might have triumphed over reason^ the- 
army was addressed by an anonymous, writer, on the 
subject of their wrongs, with a degree of eloquenee 
calculated to redeem, if any thing could redeem, the 
vicious tendency of his principles. He admonished 
them ot the futility of their complaints, and m^d 
them, bj^ every motive that could be addressed to 
their hopes and to their fears, to change the isuppli? 
catory style of a memorial to language more becom- 
ing those wJio had the means of redress within their 
hands. At that perilous moment, on the events of 
which were suspended the honor of the army and the 
ftttame welfare of the country, their commander-in^ 
ttuei appeared amongst them. He conjured them: 
tptgire one more distinguished proof of unexampled 
painolism, patience and virtue; to rise Quperior to> 
the most^ complicated sufferings, and by the dignity<i 
of their conduct, give pdsterity oceasioo to say ^ when, 
speaking of their glorious example — *^ Had this dtj 
been: wanting, the world had nevSr seen the last staj^, 
of perfection, which human nature is capable of M-^- 
taiaing.'^ 

f. They listened to the voice of their beloved com-: 
diander, followed his advice, surrendered tbeit anmi/ 
-^aod sunk, pednyiess, into the ranks of private libt.j 
Ih the 8UCQeeding.,moifth^ the ceriifieatea of commif-'! 
utioD. wwt teiadercdf hf IIm PdJrrMasttr Q«Mn^r 
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who requested ohiy an acknowledgmefnt of -thevrr^ 
ciipty wliilern relation to the final settlement certi- 
fleateH far their pay^ he required a full discharge of 
their demands. The certificates thus tendered^ were 
acfiepted^ and in alihost^very cal^^ immediately soldi 
for the purpose of satisfying the most urgent necessi- 
ties of nature^ He asked the Senate whether it would 
comport with the dignity and honor of a ^reat add 
magni^nimous people toavaiMhen^^selves of an accept 
tonce extorted by circumstances like these; and to 
ui^e it as sufficient to bar the claims of just ice^ ami 
divest their protectors in the hour of danger, of their 
stipulated reward? 

But it has been said, that this commtitation ex^ittd 
no dissatisfaction at the time; that the complaints Op* 
on the.subjecl, are of recent date, and ti'ow, for the 
first time^ thought of as a plausible support to an un- 
founded claim. The Senator fVom S. C. [Mr. ^mith J 
Who has been impelled, by a sense of duty, to assume 
the unpleasant task of zealously opiposing the bill up- 
on your table, has enquired with much apparent tri- 
umph, whether a single individual could be pointed 
out who had refused the commutation?* He assmied 
the worthy Senator that he had adopted an erroneous 
impression. When tendered, it was received with uni- 
versal discontent, and by the junior officers,, who were 
most iikelyito be injured, with decided reprol>a4ioiK' 
Had an opportunity for inqoiryibeea allowed, he had 
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oo doubt of being able to designate many who bad 
jbaed- At the moment he could refer the Sena^r to 
Major Gadsden of his own State, whose petition on 
Ibe aubject had been presented to the Senate; and if 
mapeet for the feelings of an honorable member be«> 
iore himi did not render it improper to drag the name 
of hia renerable father into the debate, he could name 
another veteran soldier of the Revolution,^ Ihe con- 
ftdkiiitofWashington and the companion of Lafayettet 
who bad served, his country bravely and efficiently 
throughout the war, and who refused to receive the 
eommutation, because violating, in bis opinion^ the 
leading principles of the Revolution, by subjecting 
his iMToperty to the decision of men whom he had 
iiever authorised to act in bis name or stead. But» 
Sir, jsaid Mr. V. B., what effect did the suppdsed 
iiyuatice of his country have on this veteran soldier? 
Did it in the least damp his ardor in her caus^ By 
BO means. He belonged to a different school, and 
he give the most palpable proof of the enduring qui4- 
ity of the principle of that school during the late war* 
On learning the approatrh of .danger he repaired to 
thi» City. ' On the disastrous day oi JBladensburghp 
he was found, at the advanced age of seventy, oa 
horseiiaek in the field, stimulating to exertions, by 
hfs example and ^ exhortation. When the danger 
pnpifad the hardest he waited on the military com- 



mar^efdr brthe d^jr, 'und solicfbd the 'i^poii^ibttlty 
fi«r*th^ safety of rh'e CitjS by bring liitrtWt^d with thii 
pbsS^ssiofi.of this.cnpitol, wilb a reasonablfe fdrce for 
Its defence.' ' Detii^ in hisa{yplicatiari,'inortlfied'and 
humiliated by the rcsult&of the day; he found his Why 
back to his home ahd the home of his faYnily, whehai 
hestiinivesy blessed with the esteem of his friends, 
arid the r^^ct of all who klhow him. 
' • But assuming, 'said Mr. V. B., that the^t orcom* 
mtitatibh wiBis just, in its inception, was ifi juit in iW 
eteeiltion? On thts pt)int, he thought there was no 
room for cohtrariety of opinion. An essential differ- 
enee,' he observed^ existed between * the claims for 
pay and lift bdistence of the army, and those Arising 
froiw the stipulation 6f half-pay for life.' ' Th* former 
befnjg payabTe-during'the war, when 1t Wa^ kndwn 
that the finances were- erabari'assed^ 'weH^' propeHy 
subjefttito the depreciation' of 'that period. But the 
promised halfpay for life wis'e^epettedtb survive the 
period of embtirrassment,'anJ therefore to be payable 
in th6 sound currency of the country. Some of the 
reasons which inclined the officers to accept a' com- 
mutation have already be^n noticed; The necessity 
of obtaining pecutiiary means to enrable fh^nri 1o emi 
bark in other ptrrsnils, fotm^'d a n6 less privalent in- 
dudement. Tci effect this^ object, it wa^ob'vibusly ne- 
ctary that the equiValerft tof bfe rebeived should bis 

{Aroitiptly'pai^' or 'id^itti^iyi iftfeiiri^. ' The act of 

9* 
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•ommutatioo did neither. It is surely not eaoogfi 
tt> say that the resolution of Congress prescribed thai 
the commutation of five years full pay should be paid 
)q securitiesi unless it can be shown that paperi abso- 
hitely worthless, was the security intended. Can it 
Ibr a moment be supposed, that Congress meant to 
deceive their brave defenders, by holding out a '^ pro. 
mise to the ear,'' only ** to break it to their hopes?" 
No> Sir, tbey meant what they expressed, that the 
securities should be real, and not nominal; their re- 
peated and earnest requisitions upon the States prove 
tbeir intention; and nothing but the inherent weak- 
ness of the government, and the failure of the States 
to comply with the requisitions of Congress— an ex* 
quse. fortunately not in our power to plead— prevent- 
ed that venerated body from redeeming their engage- 
ments. But though the depreciation which followed 
was not attributable to Congress, its effect upon the 
officers was not the less fatal. Necessity, that waita 
not for times or seasons, compelled too many to car- 
ry their certificates into market, aud the amount whjch 
they produced served but to realize the destruction 
of all their hopes. The few who retained them until 
1701, experienced a loss not less severe than unes- 
pfccted. It has already been stated that, by the ope- 
rations of the funding aystem, one-third of the axnoont 
whiisk the commutation certificates declaredto be due 
wa^dedui^ted by the gnwMaeHt, The reaaon air 
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hgod for a nhetfurt appareotljr ^ deftruetive of p^ 
lie eonfideoce. and individual figbtaiy was the well 
known faet» that by (ar the greater part were hefl^d 
by apeculatera who had purchased them at an incon* 
aiderable. price. . Mr. Madison, it is tKie, endeavor* 
ed to exempt the certificatos in the hands of *he ofB** 
eers from this deduction; but having (ailed in his at* 
tempt, the least necessitous of the olticers were doom- 
ed to experience a diminution of their already insuf- 
ficient commutation. 

This M of commutation t therefore, is clearly lia- 
ble to the objection: . 

Isl* Qf not being a just equivalent for the promised 
half-pay for life. ' . 

Bdly.. Of having beeli effacted under circumstluices, 
and by the operation of motives, which deprive it of 
all obligatory force, and entitle the officers to liberal- 
ity instead of rigour. , 

Sdly. Of partial and defective execution. 

If, said Mr. V. B.) no other obstacle were inter- 
posed to the claims of the petitioners than those to 
wMeh he had alluded, fortified as they are, by facts 
not susceptible of misconstruction, and resting upon 
the plain and immutable principljes of justice, no doubt 
could be entertained of your favorable decbion* But 
he WM apprehensive that other con«dCTations would 
ha ve^ their influence: that. the elainiaof tbf potitim* 
acfi would bo tloH J W >y «dtogei»iiijygoq>i(Stif<s^ oadL 
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th&t the fearof MfabHsbinga precedent by ^hich tfae 
door of youp Treasury would be unlocked to a crowd 
of applicants pleading their poverty, and urging their 
misfortunes, may induce you, in this case, to resist 
the iltronge^t impulses of your hearts, if not the dic- 
tates of your judgments. Among thediSerent grounds 
upon which this apprehension is founded, a leading 
one, he said^ is, " That the bill did not embrace the 
c^fl^ of 'priyate soldiers, who might also have sus- 
tained injustice, and whose services were not less 
merkoribus than those of the officers themselves/^ 

Before I proceed, said Mr.- V. B. to consider this ob- 
'eetion, allow nfie to call your attention to one or two 
incidental remarks. A variety of persons, officers 
(if the Army, who had not served to the end of the war 
i£^private soldiers, militia officers, and citizens who 
tM' borne the privations of that period, had been suc- 
cessively brought in review before the Senate; and 
their losses and sufferings, after having been forcibly 
d^jjieted, were urged as a reason for the rejection of 
(Ae claim of the petitioners. 

''• If, said Mr. V. B., any thing could aggravate the 
injil^ice already inflicted upon the petitioners, it 
would be an objection like this. Had the claims of 
tb^persohtf alluded to been similar to those of the pe* 
tltitrtfers, the argument derived frdm an equality of 
rfght^i^Quld be entitled td attention; but if dissimilar, 
Ui'tiMi' be disjoined. .. The ullowanee of the one 
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can eoattittite no ground for the admission of the 
other; and by uniting them together, you throw u{h 
on the petitioners the niisfort'ones of others, (misfor^ 
tunes for which they are in no sense respon8it)le^} in 
addition to their own. 

Now, Sir, said Mr. V. B*, it i$ easy to demon- 
strate that no similarity exists. What is the objeet 
of this bili? To repair a wrong in not* having given 
a just equivalent in satisfaction of a promise of half*- 
pay for life. Do the claims of^ny others rest upon 
a basis like this? Is it alleged that any such or sim- 
ilar engagement was made with the soldier? Most 
assuredly not If, then, no ^milarity exist, an at> 
tempt to connect them would be plainly unjust. 

I am aware, said Mr. V. B.9of the imposing cha- 
racter of the argument that has been urged in favor 
of the claims of the common soldier. In a Govern- 
ment like ours, appeals in their favor cannot be made 
without effect They derive their force fi*om that 
all pervading jealogsy of power, which is generally 
supposed to i^ the coneomitant of official station and 
accidental elevation. Although not insensible to its 
influence, he was not disposed to complain of its ef-* 
feet; and when properly directed or controlted, he 
considered it necessary td the successful operation of 
our political system. 

, But,, air, said.Mr.V.B., instead ot yielding •« 
jiidfiiieBtiio £iv«>« i|o ihe An^ had, or improper |»»e* 
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jddice on the other; it became our duf j as public men, 
to know no distinctions bnt those of merit,. and no rule 
but that of justice. Was it true, then, be asked, that 
the partiality of the Government had inclined to the 
officer, in preference to the soldier? Is it not evident, 
on the contrary, that in every case the former has 
been treated with distrust, and the latter withKindgii* 
gence. Upon what can the soldiers predicate a claim 
for additional compensation? Upon the ground of 
the depreciation, and no other. The losses of the 
officers^ on this account, were as much greater thaa 
tjiose of the soldier, as the relative difference of their 
pay; and yet this bill contains no provision in their 
Caivor upon that subject. This, then, can form noob* 
jection to the proposed allowance. But, sir,, in re* 
lation to the relative condition of the officer and. sol* 
dier when they entered the service. General Wash- 
ington informs us in his letters to the States,. con* 
tained in the book which I hold in my hand, that the 
private soldiers had this signal advantage over; the 
officers. They received at the time of enlistaiefit, 
frpm the States, by which they were raised, a bounty 
from two to three hundred dollars, in good money, 
or provision for their families. No suoh- advances 
^ere received by the officers. Whal, Sir, said Mr* 
V. B., has been the subsequent conduct of the 00*- 
viM.nipeDt? . Tfaet average :}>a]r oCiheofficers^cdbu- 
ltllBg ^tfin^a cttlQl^): dowaaiardsy was tottyJio^ue^ 
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per niooth. Th»t of the soldier was six dollars aitd 
a quarter. 

NoWy by the pension act of 1818, the allowance 
to officers ^nd soldiers, reduced to poverty, Wai> for 
the officers, twenty dollars per month, and for the 
soldiers eight ^dollars per month. Giving to the offi- 
cer less than half-pay, and to the soldier more than 
full pay. So, said he, would it ever be. Whatever 
niight be the declamatory appeals upon this subject,* 
there was no danger that the partiality of Congress 
would ever be manifested for the officer, to the exclu- 
sion of the fair claims oTf the soldier. To prevent 
misapprehension, said Mr. V. B., I will proceed fur- 
ther. I have said, that I am not insensible to the 
feeling, which had been so strongly pressed. into the 
ar^ment. As an evidence of the sincerity with 
which he spoke, he expressed his willingness to^ 
adopt any measure in favor of the soldier, that the 
gentleman opposed to him^ could reasonably desire. 
Most of the soldiers,, said Mr. V. B., had been pla- 
ced upon the pension list. The limited number 
who had not, must average seventy years of sge.-— 
Let,. said he, a section be prepared, placing all who- 
had. enlisted for the war, upon the pension list, at 
eight dollars- per nionth, without requiring evidence 
^^IponireriyA For, a measure like this, he woirid rea^' 
diiyvotie;. if even more were proposed, k sHoold re* 
Qeiv^vhit(.delib^rcte» attenttooi and if pofttUe^ bi» 
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eoncBitenee* Frauds might be practised; bat ihejr 
wouldi of necessity, be of short duration. £inen 
BOVTy the expense would not be felt; in a few years 
it would cease to be remembered; while the fame 
that would attiBud it, would constitute one of the 
most valuable legacies to posterity that can he left 
hehind us. 

Inaleady then, of opposing tl;ie hill because it con«- 
tains no provision for the soldier, might he not witlr 
some propriety ask of gentlemen to propose a reme- 
dy for this defect, and not condemn for omission-^ 
whilst making no effort to liave that omtasion sup- 
plied? 

. Anothet* cause of apprehension from this bill, as a- 
precedent, arises from the supposition that if it be. 
lAteoded to provide for losses incurred by the de*. 
preciation ot commutation certificates, the Govern^ 
meot will be bound to compensate for. similar lanes, 
whether incurred by the Army or the public credit- 
orSk. These fears, said Mr. V^ B. I consider vision- 
ary- The bill does ' not propose a eompensatioD (m 
accotnit of depreciation. This would be impraetiea^ 
hUkf because no data «ould be obtained by which aa 
estimate could be formed to justify a legislative aeL 
The depreciation of the commutation certificates 1m» 
been referred to solely for the purpose of eatompg 
tbe equity of a daim originating tn«a vooira^ oevtt 
ailis^.iigr tlif lisftof eottmoUtiiit^ tmt bom wUdb 
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you are legally absolved by the acts of limitation.— 
Until the soldiers can plead a similar contract, and 
the equitable considerations which the officers have 
urged, they can have no right to place their claims 
on an equal footing. Still less, sir, said Mr. V. B. 
can it be said that this bill will afford a pretext for 
reviving the dormant claims of the public creditors.— 
Their case is widely different from that of either the 
officei^ or the soldiers. While the pay of the army 
was fixed and stationary, its actual value was re- 
duced by the depreciation of currency, which they 
were compelled to receive at par. But the suppliers 
of the Army, the great mass of public creditors, re- 
gulated their contracts by the fluctuations in which 
they expected to be paid, and the prices demanded 
bore an exact proportion to its depreciation in mar- 
ket. 

It has been urged, too, as an objection, that provi- 
sion had not been made for the officers who did not 
serve to the close of the war, and for the militia. — 
It was sufficient to say that with them the govern- 
ment had entered into no such engagement. The 
surviving officers of the revolution, who had been 
called from service before the end of the war, gene- 
rally by public considerations, would not, he was 
persuaded, repine at the success of their brethren in 
arms, or make it the basis of unfounded complaint. 

It has been stated by the venerable and worthy Sena- 

10 
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tor before tne, [Gen. S. Smith.] that this bill will 
DOt embrace his case, for the reasons he has given. 
Who would have more cause to complain than he^ if 
indeed y any cause could be found in the measure pro- 
posed? Of his conduct and services in two wars, it 
would be superfluous to speak.. They are familiar 
to us all ; and he wished he could add, had been as 
well appreciated by the Unicin as by the State whose 
interests he had promoted in peace, and whosMafety 
he had defended in war. The solicitude which he 
had manifested for the friends of his youth, and his 
companions in danger, must have awakened the sen- 
sibilities of those who witnessed it ; while his zealous 
though disinterested support of the bill upon your 
table, constituted a convincing proof that it would be 
vievicd by others, who might be excluded from its 
provisions, with equal satisfaction. 

The last, and to his mind, the strongest objection 
•gainst the passage of this bill, was its making no 
^ provision for the widows and children of deceased 
officers, who were entitled to half-pay. By whom. 
Sir, said Mr. V. B. has this objection been adduced ? 
By the parties themselves? No, Sir ;. by those who 
have had no conference with the parties. Do they 
advocate the claims of the heirs and widows because 
they hiive heretofore been importunate for relief ?-*-4- 
Noy Sir ; from the first agitation of this question, in 
laiQf toi the preaent moment, he was authorized, he 
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beTiered, to say, that not a single petition had been 
prasented in their behalf. Sir, said Mr; V. B. we 
resist the claims of the living by exorcising the spi- 
rits of the dead. The gentleman from Georgia de^ 
clares that he will not vote for the bill, because the 
heirs and widows are not included, and that he would 
not vote for it, if they were. It has beeil adced by 
the Senator from South Carolina, whether a positive 
debt, #l|irested interest, does not descend to the heir, 
and whether a government, any more than an indivi- 
dual, is discharged by the d^ath of its creditor ?-^ 
The objection thus presented is plausible in appear- 
ance, but he was persuaded, easiFy surmounted. Ha 
had already^ in his opinion, given a satis&etory $nr 
swer. Whatever might have been the' original oha*> 
racter of the claim, it could no longer be regarded a» 
legally binding on the governments It was barred 
by the statute of limitations-^a measure sometimea 
horsh, but not the less founded in policy and juatice. 
This shield, interposed by the goverunient for justifi- 
able ends^ . might be removed, at the option of tha 
government only in the cases which picriicy and jua-< 
tice might demand. It has a perfect right to permit 
it to operate upon ther officers, their widows^ or their 
heirs-'-^nd neither might, in strictness, have a legal 
ground of complaint. I have endeavored, said Mr. 
V. BJ to show that equity requires, and policy does 
not:foriiMd the -ailb^wiinbe proposed £ir (Ue* 
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officers; The claims of the widows, stood^ in his 
opinion, on a different foundation. But he should 
not be willing, for one, to oppose them. Their num- 
ber must be small ; not half as great, in all proba- 
bility, as that of surviving officers ; say one hundred 
at the outside. Give them a gratuity of one or two 
thousand dollars each ; and if necessary^ deduct it 
from the sum you would otherwise give to the sur- 
viving officers. They, he was well assured, ivould 
not utter a complaint. On the contrary, the value 
of what they received, would be doubly enhanced 
by the cause of the deduction. The supposed claims 
of the heirs could not be presented to your attention 
with equal force. Of the two thousand four hun- 
dred and eighty offieers of the revolution, two thou- 
sand two hundred and fifty are no more. Their 
iemporal interests, whatever they were, have been 
distributed, in some cases, among successive gene- 
rations. To ascertain and distribute the respective 
shares, to which the heirs would be entitled, of the 
small amount now proposed to be given, if not whol- 
ly impracticable, would involve an expense that 
would consume the means of your bounty; and 
without being productive of substantial benefit, your 
resources would be exhausted. But, said he, these 
are considerations of an inferior character, founded 
on expediency only. Your refusal to grant to the 
heirs, may be placed on the highest ground of pria- 
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cipje. Whatever j^pu oow do in favor of the officer, 
must be voluntary, proceeding frono your liberalily 
and gratitude. All other obligations have been cut 
off by time. All your endowments springing from 
juch motives, being for the reward of personal ser- 
vices, may with propriety be confined to those by 
whom those services were rendered. This, Aaid he, 
is not a new principle in your legislation. It lies at 
the foundation of the act of 1818, providing, not for 
the heirs, but certain portions of the revolutionary 
officers and soldiers, by the operation of which, mil- 
lions have in his opinion been beneficially applied. 
It was called indeed a pension act, but with no more 
propriety, according to the established principles of 
the government, than the bill upon your table. 

What, according to these principles, are the grounds 
upon which pensions have been granted? . They 
were exclusively, disability produced by known 
wounds received in the public service, and half pay 
for a limited time, to the widow and infant children 
of those who had fallen in action. Since the date of 
our independence, these only have been the legal 
and appropriate causes for being placed jon the list of 
pensioners. The annual allowance to a limited num- 
ber of the officfiers and soldiers of the revolutionary 
army, by the act of 18 IS, wa^ founded on no such 
consideration, otherwise tbe widow^s^nd grphans of 

the deceased officers and spldiers woHid have been as 
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much entitled to 5'our bounty as they can be now. — 
They did not receive it ; and the only justifiable rea- 
son which could then have been given, was the one 
which may now be assigned. You had a right to 
make your donation personal. You had a right to 
enlarge or contract the circle of your beneficence, 
according to your own views of the state of your 
treasury, the exigencies of society, and the claims of 
humanity. Among the most powerful motives for 
its adoption, was a desire to rescue the country from 
the reproach of seeing those to whom it was indebt- 
ed for its liberties, thrown, in the evening of their 
dayS) amidst the prosperity they had been instru- 
mental in producing, upon the cold charities of an 
unfeeling world. It was to prevent the vivid and 
heart-fending picture of Roman ingratitude, which, 
though the invention of modern days, has so long 
interested the world, from being only descriptive of 
real life in the streets of this proud capital. 

Mr. y. B. said he would say nothing as to the 
amount. Full justice had already been done to that 
subject. The general object was to make up, in 
party the loss sustained by the officers, out of the pro- 
fits made by the government, by the successful result 
of its compromise with them. Let us, therefore, 
said he, pass the bill upon your table. Let this body- 
have the credit of originatmg it. Let no narrow or 
weak views jtnpede our course. No matter where 
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those honorable and patriotic men are from ; whe- 
ther from the North or the South, the East or the 
West; whether from the old States or the new. In 
every State where the blessings of a free govern- 
ment are enjoyed, there they had a name, if not a 
local habitation, that could not fail to work its way 
to the hearts of their fellow citizens. It was true, 
he said, that by the list submitted, it did not appear 
that any of the officers resided in seven of the new 
States, and he was not sorry, for it. If he were not 
deceived in the character as well of the people of the 
States, as of their representatives on that floor, they 
would rejoice that an opportunity was thus ]|^resent- 
ed to evince their devotion to the cause of the revo- 
lution, and their gratitude for the services of those 
who fought our battles in that day, without even a 
suspicion of a selfish or local object. This will be 
the more gratifying to them, because it was not their 
good fortune, as States, to be in a situation to take 
part in that great struggle, out of which grew this 
mighty empire, and all the blessings of civil and re- 
ligious liberty, that we now so preeminently enjoy. 
He had not a doubt that all that remained for them to 
do, they would do well. If evidence of the fact were 
wanting, he had only to allude to the small but pa- 
triotie State of Illinois, which alone had instructed 
her representatives on that floor, upon the subject 
^nder constderatton, in a spirit reflecting upon her- 
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self the highest credit, and afibrding the most flatty- 
ing presage of her future 'greatness. 

Mr. V. B. said, that he was distressed by the con- 
sciousness that he had already trespassed too much 
upon the kind indulgence of the Senate. In any 
other case he would have considered it reprehensi- 
ble to have done so. He would therefore, (although 
there were yet many considerations which he intend- 
ed to have urged,) draw his observations to a close. 
There was, however, one point upon which he felt 
too much solicitude to suffer it to pass unnoticed. — 
If by any one he had been understood as casting 
aught of censure or reproach upon the old Congress, 
he desired to correct so erroneous an impression. — ^ 
He could not indeed have done so' consistently with 
his own long cherished opinions. On the contrary, 
he did not believe that the world ever witnessed, or 
ever again will witness a body of men more patriotic 
or enlightened. He would not believe that it i^^^as 
in their nature to be indifferent to the just claims of 
the revolutionary army. The question with them 
was not what they would, but what they could do. — 
The embarrassments under which they labored from 
want of power, and the backwardness of the States, 
who themselves were struggling against the exhaust- 
ing effects of a cruel, bloody and protracted war, 
were known to all. As little did he wish to cast re- 
proach ^pon the conncils of the nation. Everv 
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tHing cduld not be done at once. Much has been 
done under the present Constitution, to satisfy the 
claims of justice, and vindicate the character of the 
repuMic. It is our good fortune that something still 
remains for us to do. Fear not, that in doing it, you 
will go beyond the wishes of your constituents — 
your. feelings lag behind them. Speaking for his 
immediate constituents — and he had not the presump- 
tion to suppose that they were more just or public 
spirited than their neighbors — for them he could say, 
with confidence, that, having some share in the na« 
tional funds, and contributing no inconsiderable part 
of Iheir amount, they would willingly pour them out, 
like water, in a cause so righteous. With them', a 
million more or less of public debt, compared with 
the preservation of the public faith, would be as iio- 
thing. He gloried in the consciousness that he was 
a representative of a people influenced by such ele- 
vated sentiments. Every day, said he, makes the 
remnant of this band of worthies more dear to the 
American people. When that period arrives — which 
a majority oF the Senate may expect to see — when 
the last of the officers of the revolutionary arn*y 
shall be called from time into eternity, it will be the 
cause of keen regret, and self-reproach, if, up6n a 
review of the past, it shall appear that any thing was 
omitted that ought to have been done, to Bmootk 
tbeir passage to the tomb, ^^r -. 
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One vTord more, and he had done. The Senator 
from Maine, [Mr Chandler,] who, although he 
bad lost his father in the struggle, had felt it to be 
his duty (and there was no man, he believed, who 
more implicitly followed his sense of duty,) to op- 
pose the bill, had, with his characteristic shrewdne<is 
9nd pertinency, asked — <lid General Washington, 
whilst at the head of government, ever recommend 
this subject to the notice of Congress? The worthy. 
Senator well knew what the- answer must be> and 
* the train of reflections it would give rise tjo. Gene* 
pal Washington did not — but why ? Before and utr 
ter the war, he spared no pains to make the States 
sensible of what was due to the officers on this very- 
point. His letters have been read. He urged them 
by all the considerations that belonged to the subject, 
to act eiliciently for their relief. He failed. After 
be came into the government, the officers themselves 
evinced no disposition to revive their claims, and it 
certainly would not have beconde him to be the first 
to bring them forward. It 10 not difficult to con- 
ceive why the officers, were, at that day, willing to 
avoid all applications for pecuniary aid. New proa- 
pacts opened— rthey were probably not exempt from 
thpse feelings of arabitioa and hope of preferment^ 
%ybioh!a0luate mankind. They havir out-lived thend j 
sod they 'humbly aak for jasticoj But, Sir, what 
was the language of tha Fatller^of his Country, when 



ibe subject was an open one ? In his circuhr of 
June^ 1783, to the governors of the States, he said: 
«<The provision of half pay for life, as promised by 
*' the resolution of Congress, was a reasonable com- 
** pensation offered at a time when Congress had no- 
" thing else to give to the olficers for services then 
•*to be performed; it was the price of their blood 
*'and your independence^ and as a debt of honor, it 
*^ can never be cancelled until it be fairly discharged." 
One question, said Mr. V. B., and I have done. — 
Has it been fairly discharged ? 
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[In reference to the rejection of Mr. Van Bitren, by the Senate of 
tlie United States, wlien nominated asM nister to Great Britain, 

• we have selected the masterly speech of*Mr. Fotcstth, and the 
correspondence between the Republican Member.^ of the Le- 
gislature of New Yoriv and Pjjksi men r Jackson, as abundantly 
sufficient to vindicate the conduct of Mr. Van Buren, and to 
expose the true diaracter of that wanton, violent and unjusti- 
fiable measure.] 

REMARKS OF HON. JOHN FORSYTH, 
Iriiht U, S. Senate^ on the nomination of Mr. Van Buren. 

[Mr. Porsyth makes no apology for the rough sketch he presents 
of the remarks made by him in the secret sessions of the Se. 
nate, on the nomination of Mr. Van Buren. The speeches 
against the nomination having been, for the first time in the 
history of this government, thrown upon the people, it is due 
to tlie person assailed, that what was suggested on the other 
side should be known. Mr. Forsyth is well si ware that, in ex. 
ecuting his part of this duty, he has done justice neither to the 
wibject nor to liimself.] 



/ 



> 



120 APPENDIX. 

I regret, Mr. President, that the Senator from Mi«- 
sissippiy (Mr. Poindexter,) has been so long absent 
from his seat, not only because he has been su&ering 
pain, but because had he been here, he could have 
escaped the commission of numerous errors in^to 
which he has been led. The friends of Mr. Van Bu- 
ren have not obstructed inquiry into his conduct: they 
have challenged investigation, offered it in every and 
any form consistent with the obligations of the Senate 
to its own character. The Senator from Maine, (Mr. 
Holmes) shrunk from his own resolution. It was 
laid aside by the votes of those opposed, contrary to 
the votes and wishes of those friendly to the nomina- 
tion. That Senator was distinctly invited by one of 
the Senators from New York, (Mr. Marcy,) to spe- 
cify any act dishonorable to the character of M r. 
Van Buren, and a pledge given that inquiry into it 
should be made in the amplest manner by a commit- 
tee having all the power necessary to the establishment 
of truth. The Senator from Maine was distinctly 
told by ihe Senator from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Hayne,,) on what terms he could command his vote. 
He was told to cover the ground indicated, by proof, 
and he would join in the condemnation of the choice 
of the President. The Senator from Maine delibera- 
"ted on this offer, and, after deliberation, abandoned 
his resolution, leaving all to grope their way to a 
conelusion, as accident or' prejudice might direct 
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them. A promise was made, that he should have a 
committee if he would venture upon it, and the offer 
was deliberately and most unequivocally declined* 
Yet, after all this, at this eleventh hour, the Senator 
from Mississippi says, if the friends of Mr. Van Bu- 
ren will solicit a committee, he will give what he has 
collected, while confined to his sick chamber, and on 
which his own opinion is formed, and if the commit- 
tee is not raised, he will, with this matter in his poc- 
ket, vote against the nomination, in order to preserve 
the morality of the nation, endangered by the bestow* 
al of a new ollice on a gambling politician. 

As the friend, personal and political, of Mr. Van 
Buren, I reject the liberal' offer of the Senator, in 
defiance of his threatened negative on the nomina- 
tion. Let him unite with those who, like him, are 
so anxious to preserve the morality of the country by 
rejecting a man whose most odious crime is his rising 
popularity and transcendent ability. The friends of 
Mr. Van Buren will not degrade him by asking a 
Committee, to free him from the suspicions engender- 
ed in the Senator's mind, in his search afier correct 
information, from so^irces within his reach. His cha- 
racter wants no such justification. Does the gentle* 
man wish to justify his vote? Let him propose a 
Committee; he shall hdve our eoncuiYence. Doer 
he desire to convince the Senate? Let'i^im produce 

tiM privaAeJ MMirce infoniiiitioAi'WlikAi'I ¥ewtttnl' te 
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say, like the only one he speaks of openly^ fs worth- 
less in the eye of any man who is not so embittered 
by prejudice that he can not see truth. This letter, • 
by a former partizan, a paltry editor of a paltry news* 
paper, and to prove what? that Mr. Van Buren «aid 
that the late Cabinet was dissolved by the conspiracy 
of4he Vice President, to drive Maj. Eaton from the 
Cabinet, and that he withdrew to escape the conse- 
quences of the dissolution. Sir, Mr. Van Buren holds 
no such conversation with persons who were once his 
p€urHza7iSy and now his enemies. 

But supposing he had declared, or does entertain, 
the opinion imputed to him. Is it a crime which 
disqualifies him for a high office, that he believes the 
charge made and sought to be established by the latijl^ 
Secretary of War? If such be the Senator^s opinion, 
can he tell us how far the exclusion extends? The 
Senator's letter storj' is contradicted by his previous- 
ly expressed opinion. What, Sir, the most artful 
man in the world, proclaim to a paltry editor that he 
acted in the manner indicated, to escape (he storm 
consequent on Che dissolution of the Cabinet! If it 
had been true — if such had been his motive, he w^ould 
have sought to conceal it from himself. No degree: 
Okf confidential intimacy could have tempted an artfut 
intriguer to such ^.a disclosure. The story if truey 
proyeSra mao, whose extraordinary. prudence, und^n 

2^\ ^t^w^P^S^^I^^y^^f^yw^i^ life in. tbft «tcqriii|^ 
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politics of a vexed and turbulent State, has gained 
hhn the confidence of his friends, and called down 
upop him the charge of consummate artifice from 
his enemies, to be a silly driveller~a simpleton, 
opening. his budget of petty motives to one whose 
trade was to thrive, by making himself important by 
confidential and oracular disclosures in his unknown 
journal. ' 
k, Mr. Van Buren stands in a strange condition be- 

'*. fore us; from the beginning of this administration, 
before he came to the post assigned him, until the 
present hour, he is held accountable by a certain de- 
scription of political men in this country for all the 
evil that has been done, and all the good that has been 
■;!J^itted. Now, sir, if he is accountable for every 
thing, if his hand is to be traced every where, let him 
have credit for the good that has, and the evil that 
has not, been done. Balance the account of the ad*- 
mitted good and evil imputed, and the result will 
fill the hearts of his enemies with the bitterest disap- 
poiotmcnt. But, sir, this is not tl^e justice intended 
for him. He is responsible for all that is complained 
of. Let us see the Senator from Mississippi (Mr. 
Poindexter^s) catalogue.. There were no Cabinet 
Councils — did the country sufier from his failure to 
follow the example of late administrations, from this 
adherence to the example of Gen^ Washington? 
But there was one Cabinet Council called to sit 0u 
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a lady's reputation. Indeed, and this Mr. Van Bu- 
ren is also answerable for. And is it true, sir, that 
the honorable members of the late cabinet who re- 
mained so tranquil!}' at their posts enjoying all their 
emoluments and honors with becoming gratification, 
BuSVred themselves to be deprived of their aceustom- 
ed rights of a seat and voice at the Council Board of 
deliberations on great matters of vital inteitist to the 
public, and yet obeyed the beck and call of Mr, 
Vs^a Buren, to sit upon a lady's reputation! Of what 
ftuffwere they made that they did not distinctly aa* 
certain if this restriction of claimed right, and this 
iosulting call upon them to step out of their appro- 
priate spheres was the work of Mr. Van Buren or 
the act of the President. If the first, why did they 
not demand bis dismission, and, if refused, indig- 
nantly throw their commissions in the teeth of the 
Chief Magistrate. The omitted Cabinet Councils, 
and the single call, were no such dreadful ofiences 
until obliged to follow Mr. Van Buren's example 
and resign.* The history of the last year establishes 
the wisdom of the President in calling no Cabinet 
Council to deliberate as there could have been no 
harmony in their consultations, and on the single 
question said to have beenvsubmitted, the Executive 
Cabinet have shown themselves incompetent to de- 
cide. He is not competent to decide on a lady's re- 
putatkli^ who throws out of view on the question of 
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which the public press has be6n loaded and polKited 
for months, and unless the Senator from Mississippi 
h^s better evidence than the public has yet seen ^ the 
hope of irtipKcating Mr. Van Biiren ih the disturban- 
ces that pr^cedied the dissolution of tho* Cabinet, is 
forlorn. ' 

• -Let us see the next crime in the catalogue of thi 
Senator from' Mississippi (Mr. Pofndexter.) "Mr, 
Van Buren intrigued thci dissolution of the late cabi- 
net, tkking Care previously tb secure ^ safe and pro- 
rairtept retreat in the iriission to England. It i# 
kiiovfrn to evfery wellinfbrmed man in this distritt 
thit' Mr.* Van Buren, by his admirable temper, hi» 
ebnciHatlng manners and unwearied exertions, kept 
the cabirlet together long after its discordant materialaf 
vMk^ wdl ascett^iried thxt its dissolution sooner or 
later was a msitte^r^ of commonr speculation. Sir, no^ 
body dotibted' that the'^iattie^ could not get on toge^ 
eh'er, and the btiiy inor^^iHse ¥(^a, that the President' 
did n6t proceed to restore hannony by the remdval^ . 
of' those whose dissgreem^fnts produced the discord; 
But Mr. Vart Burehfmdtheunparalleled'ikffrontery to 
resign On motiveafiof delicacy amd dbinterest^dnes^ 
and ss tfii^' tnode of liondiict wafer so undsoal^ it has 
exeitetf a nst detf lif surarise and wonder. Tht Sent* 

tor frotecMiiUkdi)i#<Mfli P;>«is hoW^yer^ sattifsi* 
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torily to himselfy solved the mystery. Mr. Van Bu- 
ren arranged himself into a prominent place, before 
he resigned^ and a new cabinet to suit his ambitious 
Tiews. N0W9 sir, as to the proof of this preconcer- 
ted arrangement for his accommodatioi^ and elevation. 
The President told somebody, who was a late Sec- 
retary, that IMr. Van Biiren was to go to England, 
and named to him the Secretaries, who were to come 
in; but this was after Mr. Van Buren had r-esigned. 
IjD the interview it is acknowledged that Mr. Vaa 
Buren's letter of resignation was handed to this vo- 
lunteer repeater of conversations with the Chief Ma- 
Ijistrate. But the Senator says it was before the let- 
ter was published — thence he concludes Mr. V. B. 
|iad made a cat's paw of the President for the pro- 
biotiou of his own views: a most logical inference, 
truly! And this new cabinet arranged to fiirther 
Mr. V. B's unholy ambition ! Is there man, w.omafi 
pr child in the country, who does not know and feel 
Uiat the change has been benefic.ial to the public, that 
there is now more strength, more virtue and more 
harmony than there was before? Js there any man 
who will hazard his reputation by asserting that the 
present secretaries dte^ capable pf being ofiade.the ivt- 
•iruments of any- man's ambition, or 89 subject to i|ie 
bias of individual ipfluence,jBs the lat^? Partisans are 
not su^ituted for . pure„ disinterested patriots; amd 
let me. siay, sir, that more pariisana h&ve com out 
than have come w. 
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But this mission to England WMhot sought by Mr. 
Van Buren; his friends know that it was pres&ed on 
him by the President, and that it was reluctantly ac« 
cepted at the earnest solicitioUs of friends who were 
satisfied it would promote his own reputation^ and 
redound to the honor and wel&re of the nation. I 
will not follow further the Senator's lead. Long 
known to me as a politician and as a man, acting 
togc^ther in the hour of political adversity, when we 
had lost all but our honor — a witness of his move- 
ments when elevated to power, and in the possession 
of the confidence of the Chief Magistrate, and of the 
great majority of the people, I have never witnessed 
aiight in Mr. Van Buren which requires conceal- 
ment, paliation or coloring — never any thing to les- 
sen his diaraeler as a patriot and as a man — nothing 
which he might not desire to see exposed to the 
scrutiny of every member of this body, with the 
calm confidence of unsullied integrity. He is called 
an artful inan-*a giant of artifice — a wilfr magician. 
From whom does he receive these opprobious names? 
From open enemies and pretended friends. In the 
midst of all the charges that have been brought 
against him, in shapes more varying than those of 
Proteus, and thii^ as the autumnal leaves that strew 
the ^le of Volambrosa, where is thefklse friend or 
malignant enemy that has fixed uponbfaiifNie di:l- 
lMB<mU<s or JegraJiiig act? If ioaoettii of artifioH, 
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if ^goyerned by a high iense oF honor> and TegtIIaUng 
his conduct by elevated princiiiles, this Ts not wondei'- 
ful; btitjf the result of sk'iUyOf thettrs^ delere arleniy 
he must be more cunning than the Devil himself^' to 
have- thus avoided the snares of enemies and the 
treachery of pretended friends. 
^ It is not possible^ sir, that he should have escaped; 
bad he been othervirise than pure. Those ighoratit of 
his unrivalled knowledge, of human character) his 
power of penetrating into the designs, and defeating 
the purposes of his ^adversaries, : seeing his rapid ad^ 
vance to public honbrs, and popular confidence^ inw 
pute to art what is the natural result ef those simply 
causes. Extraordinary talent, untiring industry^ in«* 
eessant vigilance, the happiest temper, which-succesa 
^Qiiot cerrtipt, nor disappointment sour; these srs 
th& sources of bi» unexampled sacoe^,-**-the inagie 
artf-*-the artifices of intrigue, to which only he has 
Resorted, in- his eventful life^ Those who envy bm 
Sjuftcess, imafT learn wisdom from his examplei: : f - 
.£(«ll^iDg^d imposed of ithe catalogue of the Senfitoi 
^0irViMis3issippi, let me advert to the grounds oconii 
pied'by'ailittlc army df objections on the; othecakUi 
t£ ttus cbainbfir: How many sacrifices of feelingrla 
<Uity>.. are > we • not about to 'wfitnesri'!. the honorablli 
SiQP^Itm'^'.or Maryland^ CdDn^clicidv Delaware^ MaiN 
i«^ui«t|S| £)hiQ fuiil Kdotuckjiiiarei coDstniiDed it^jr^ 
:.t%iVfttQiipnitihU naoiui^ni>v«9jid #/4^Bipiibfi 
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lie grounds — no private feeling; Oh no! nothin« like 
it; public duty against private feeling, is the order of 
the day. And what is the dreadful j^ubiic crime 
Mr. Van Buren has committed? Hear— sir, hear. 
He has degraded the country by giving instructions 
to the late Minister to Great Britain, Mr. MeLane, 
about the West India trade. What instructions? 
Can it be those on which the act of 1830 passed— 
those which have been among our printed documents 
for these twelve months, forming part of the Presi- 
dent's communication to Congress of January, 1831. 
Have those honorable gentlemen who are now so 
shocked at the public degradation, so eager to punish 
the author of this national disgrace, been sleeping at 
their posts — no one to cry out, to ring the alarm, at 
the dangers to which the public honor w^sls exposed — > 
no one to interfere to prevent the United States from 
being placed at the foot-stool of the British throne? 
Quietly witnessing the consummation of the crime, 
passing an act with their knowledge of these instruc- 
tions, to secure the booUi which they now see was 
begged in the name of party from the British crown; 
we are now electrified by bursts of indignation at 
this first act of degradation in the history of Ameri- 
can Diplomacy ! 

What a spectacle is here! — How long is it since 
h6 who was the instrument to bow us down before 
Great Britaiiv, was unanimously confirmed to a post 
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of honor and important trust? But the instrument 
by whom he was ordered to act, is to bear the pun- 
ishment. The author of the instructions, he by 
whom they were given, is too high to be reached at 
present; the author of the crime, he who ordered it, 
escapes — he who commits it, by order, goeb free; he 
who conveys the order, answers for both, and upon 
his head falls all the indignation of these incensed 
Senators, acting upon public grounds, and reluctant- 
ly performing a painful — painful — duty! 

Well, sir, to this degradation. It is found in the 
instructions to Mr. McLane; and to make out their, 
case, the honorable Senators from Massachusetts and 
Kentucky^ have given us a sketch of the history- of 
the West India negotiation. — Both brought down 
their narratives to the taunting reply of Mr. Canning 
to Mr. Gallatin, given during the late administration. 
From this point, both these honorable Senators found 
it convenient to slide — no, sir, to leap over all inter- 
vening events to the instructions to Mr. McLane. 
With permission, I will fill up this unimportant 
chasm. — The terms of the British act of Parliament 
not having been accepted by the United States, 
American vessels were excluded by an order in Coun- 
cil, from the British West India ports. Why this 
important interest was neglected, v\-e have been just 
told by the Senator from Kentucky: "the late admin- 
istratioD were ignorant of the act of Parliament until 
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it was casually seen by them." **It was not offici- 
ally connmunicated by the English Government to 
our Government." "Even when we were Colonies^ 
we were not bound by British acts of Parliament, 
unless specially named in them." Indeed: is it pos- 
sible that the late administration did not know an act 
of Paliament affecting impbrtant interests? Where 
were all our accredited ministers and commercial 
agents in Great Britian, that this Government was 
not informed of this measure, known to all Europe, 
and taken advantage of by most of the powers in- 
terested in it. Rut it was not officially communica- 
ted to us. Well, sir, was it officially communica- 
ted to any other Government, interested in its con- 
tents as we were? The British Government, I ap- 
prehend ; would have considered such a communica- 
tion a gross reflection upon our accredited agents. 
It would have compelled them to say, in effect, we 
communicate to you an act, supposing your agents 
are too negligent of their duty to send it to you. 
What were our ministers and agents about ; how 
were they employed, that they did not send to their 
Government this important information? 

But the last excuse is worse than all: **even when 
Colonies, ' we were not bound by acts of Parliament 
in which we were not named specially." What a 
discovery ! and it is concluded from this wise recol- 
leoiion^ that we are tiot now bound to' take notice c^f 
acts of Parliament not specially and officially com- 
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municaied to us. I imagine we are not bound by 
them, communicated to us or not, but we are bound 
to know all those touching our interests, and any ad- 
ministration is severely reprehensible for ignorance 
of them, and for failing to attend to those that bear 
injuriously upon the interests of the people.. The 
act was, however, at last known, and wheo Mr. 
Gallatin presented himself to negociate, with instruc- 
tions to waive all claims that were formerly present- 
ed, and had prevented an arrangement, he was taunt- 
ingly told, you have lost your day in court — the pri- 
vilege, ihe booriy offered, had not been secured by 
accepting the conditions: we have taken our course, 
negociation is not oiir plan. Well, sir, what said the 
administration of which the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky formed a part? There was an act of Con- 
gress, requiring, on the shutting of the British West 
India ports against us, an interdict by proclamation* 
Smarting under this taunting refusal to ncgociatOi 
what was done? The execution of an act of Congress 
positively directing the proclamation, was suspend* 
ded by executive authority for two months before the 
meeting of Congress and during the whole succeed- 
ing session, to see if Congress, who had been pre- 
vented the preceding the session from legislatine^.-^ 
the administration preferred the eclat of a negocia<> 
tioD — could not legislate the executive out of the dif- 
ficulty into which he had placed the country by oegUt 
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gencCy or if th^ Senator from Kentucky pleases, ig^ 
noraoce of the act of Parliament. We all know how 
that effort terminated. The two Houses disagreed 
about the mode of effecting the purpose: both, how-* 
ever, willing to take the privilege on the conditions 
proposed by Great Britain. The Senate passed a 
bill — the House, under tl)e influence of the Senator 
from Massachusetts, amended, and the question was, 
whether one or the other oblique path should be 
trodden. The session- terminated without legislative 
enactment, and then, and not ^till then, the proclama- 
tion of interdiction was i;?sued. Thqs, sir, smarting 
under the taunt of the British^ minister, our adminis- 
tration left the whole trade in the hands of Great Bri- 
tain of six or eight months — sought to cover itself 
from censure by invoking legislative interposition, and 
then, was compelled to act on the suspended statute. 
The interdict being proclaimed, the trade stood 
upon tbovery advantageous footing, according to the 
Senator's judgment, which we have lost by the nego- 
tiation. Notwithstanding we were enjoying sucb 
eminent advantages, the late administration, in spite 
of the taunt, directed Mr. Grallatin to try again to 
procure what is now disparaged, by opening the 
dpor of. niegotiation after it had been ^but in his 
jace. . He was again repulsed. But this humiliatioQ 
was not eioough; Mr. Barbour was aeot to London 
ai^djiOitop lia(^ hi^ iQistructioosi and went^ cap ia hftod> 
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knocked at the closed dooi* for negotiation. Sir, he 
knocked at the door of the British Ministry, under 
circumstances humiliating in the extreme. If a gen- 
tleman should go a second time to a house, the pro- 
prietor of which, speaking from his window, had di- 
rected his porter to deny him to the visiter, his visit 
would have been somewhat like Mr, Barbour's second 
call. Yes, sir, yet the humiliation was vain — the se- 
cond as fruitless as the first 

Such was the condition of this question, when 
General Jackson was placed at the head of the coun- 
try. One of the first objects of his administration, 
was the recovery of the British West India trade i; 
an arrangement of it upon terms of just reciprocity, 
satisfactory to bolh parties, and therefore, promising 
to be permatient. Mr. McLane was selected to go ta 
England, and these much abused instructions pre^ 
pared by the late of Secretary of State. Let it be 
remembered, sir, these are instructions from the Pre* 
sidentofthe United States to the American mioister, 
never intended for the eye of the British govern- 
ment, and which in no other country but ours, would 
ever have seen the light. 

The opening of the negotiation was the chief dif- 
ficulty. To remove it, two grounds are taken. It 
will be remembered that our refusak-to accede to (be 
terms of the act of parliament, was made the grouml 
of refusing to treat with Mr. Gallatin and Mn Bar* 
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houTf both of whom went prepared to offer an ar- 
rangement by reciprocal legislation/ taking the act 
of parliament as the British ieg'^lation; To obviate 
the difficulty, after a fair and full history of the trans- 
action, these suggestions are presented to Mr. MC" 
Lane, to be pressed so far as he might deem it use^ 
ful and proper so to do. If the British persist ia 
refusing to hear you, on this subject, reaiind them of 
the circumstances that have occurred ; of the differ* 
ence of opinion among ourselves on it; of the aban- 
donment by the administration of those pretences 
that had prevented an adjustment of it ; that they are 
not to be again brought forward ; that the past ad- 
ministration was not amenable to the British Gov** 
ernment, nor to any other than the people of the 
United States, who had passed upon all their acts.-— 
Say to the British, if it makes pretensions formerly 
advanced, the pretext for still declining to negotiate^ 
the sensibility of the American pedple will be deep- 
ly awakened. That the tone of public feeling by a 
course so unwise and .untenable. Will be aggravated 
by the known fact that Great Britain had opened her 
colonial ports to Russia and France, notwithstandin|; 
a similar omission to accede on their parts, to the 
terms offered by the act of Parliament And thiS| 
sir, is represented as the language of entreaty, as the 
begging of a boon. This menace of the public in- 
dignation : thi3 declaration that the. late administra- 
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Hon wa0 oeither to be censured or praised by foreign 
juUionti ; was amenable for their conduct to no earth* 
ly tribunal but the people of the United States, is 
toriyred into a claim of privileges, on party grounds 
for party purposes, and as a disgraceful attempt to 
ttuTQiir upon a previous administration unmerited dis- 
graieey for the sake of currying favor with a foreign 
l^wer, and that power of all others. Great Britain* 

Clreai Britain could not resist this frank and open 
and manly appeal. Committed by their concession 
in favor of France and Russia, and the ministry dis* 
(JQCtly toM by Mr, McLane, that he would not re* 
main if they declined negotialiony or placed their 
refusal upon any other ground than an open decJara* 
lion that their interests could not permit them to 
enter into a reciprocal engagement with the United 
9tatef^ the Knj^sh Cabinet reluctantly yielded ; and 
then i^oae the most odious feature in this transactipup 
thai which has aharpened the intellect of the oppo* 
tttion^ lo discover dishonor in truth, and a want of 
dignity in a frank exposilion of facts, its crowning 
succeas. Mr. McLane and Mr. Van Buren, under 
(pen. Jaokson, succeeded in affecting an object of 
public solicitude, that Mr. Adams and Mr. Clay and 
Mr. Gallatin and Mr. Barbour could not obtain. -r^ 
The country was humiliated by the preceding ad mi* 
niatration without aucceas ; hence the charge agaiuat 
Mr, Yfui Buren ; hence tlie overwhelming anxiety io 
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prove that the 8ucces3 0f the late negotiation has been 
purchased by humiliation. The British cabinet de- 
sired not to niake the arrangement, it interfered with 
great local interests, and if they could, without a 
manifest and unjust distinctipa to our priejudice, they 
would have declined admitting the United States to 
the privileges granted to the other marati me powers. 
Not satisfied with his condemnation- of Mr. Van 
Burcn's instructions, the Senator ftom Kentucky at« 
tempts to show us, by referring to another letter pf 
instructions, how this a^air should have been con* 
ducted consistently with his ideas, of national ,honor 
and dignity. The letter from which he has read to 
jthe Senate extracts, is, I think, signed U. Clay..-* 
WiU the Senator tell us who is responsible for it ?— 
If he is, then he exhibits himself in the singular po- 
»itjon of a man triumphantly contrasting the , work of 
bii^owa hand, with that of 9 rival author..' The Se- 
nator knows thattl\ei*e wer^, two other instructions, 
written by himself of a 8i|bse^uent date, one to Mr* 
Gallatin after Congress failed to legislate, and ano* 
^her to Governor Barbour ; neither of which is be:* 
fore us, therefore, not iot be contrasted with Mff 
Van Buren's work. . I , .iin^ content to abide by th^ 
result of a contrast of , the instructions he has con* 
demned, with those he has quoted. Let us see how 
the gentleman's letter viH bear the test of examin;!^ 
4i(Mi, Mr- GaU^ini he m^i was not iostrueied to 



ISg APPENDIX. 

ftbandon a right ; we were to be at liberty at a more 
convenient season to resume it Mr. Grallatin wbs 
to give a strong proof of our desire to conciliate by a 
temporary concession of what we had previously 
claimed throughout the whole negotiation. Was 
Mr. Gallatin instructed to say to the British Govern* 
ment, this is a temporary concession ? No, sir, he 
was authorised to waive the claim, and make an ar* 
rangement on the British basis. Put this into plaiii 
language, and what was it ; stript of its diplomatic 
drapery and verbiage, and it is neither more nor less 
than an abandonment of a pretension, which, thdugh 
we had supported by argument, we were resolved 
not to enforce by power. Sir, this covering up of a 
plain truth is the common trick of diplomacy ; it <le- 
deives no one, and had Mr. Gallatin presented these 
concilisitory concessions, they must have been re* 
ceivbd as a viiinal and total abandonment of Our pre* 
tension. The honied words of right waived from a 
conciliatory spirit, and with the hope of correspond- 
ibg friendly dispositions, would have been received 
with a sneer, lurking in the official — ^artificial sihile 
of a — thorough bred diplomatist. The Senator, in* 
sists, however, it was a fight ant! hot a pretensimk 
If it was a right, why was It waived or surrendered? 
For conciliation sake? Why, sir, we were the of^ 
fended party. Englam) had taunted us. England 
bad refused once> twice, tbrlce, to fi^gottatei'^andyirt 
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to eonciliate England^ we were waiving a well- 
grounded right ? For what purpose were we thus 
conciliating? To place the triadeon its present foot- 
tngy to the great injury of the navigation and com- 
merce of the United States. Such is the view now 
taken by several honorable senators who have favor- 
ed us with their opinion on-this subject. 

The present administration waived no right for 
conieiliatton sake ; sacrificed tio principle. It stood 
upon the truth, and truth only ; and whatever may 
be the custom of others, and the ordinary usages of 
diplomacy, the administration was right. Nations 
fold themselves in the robes of falsehood, and swell 
and strut in vain, to preserve an air of dignity and 
decorum. No nation ever was just to its own cha- 
tifeter/ or preserved its dignity, that did not stand at 
dll'iknfeii before the wbrM in Ihe sober atid simple 
garb of truth. Sir,* the charaeler of odr' diplomacy 
has" undergone a marked change ; we are no longer 
pretenders to skill and artifice ; all Our wiles are facts 
and reasons-^-all our^rtifice, truth and justice. The 
honorable Senator tells us tbat this instruction is 
fdse, or else it proves Mr. V. B. to have been crimi- 
hWly fgnorant of -what it was his duty to know.— 
How does he* ihake- this appear ?- He ailleges that 
Mr;*y. B. charged theihte administration' with be^^ 
inglAejIlr^ lo td Vance the pretiension it gubsequeni* 
Vf ^kmniontdH'-9ltkt (hbvhe'declaiM in «iiitruei'lbe 
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pretension was set up before the late administration 
came into power* Now, sir, as I read this paragraph, 
Mr. V. B« does not charge the late admini8tratiot> 
with being the first to advance this pretension. The 
Senator will recollect this is a letter to Mr. McLanc, 
whose personal knowledge is appealed to, and v?ho 
must have understood the writer as alluding to a fact 
of general notoriety. The words are ^' those who 
Jirat advanced^^ 4*^. have subsequently abandoned. 
Can any man mistake the meaning — the meaning 
perfectly in accordance with the fact ? The preten- 
sion was advanced by the use of the famous elsewhere 
in . our act of Congress, an act known to hav.e been 
'penned by Mr. Adams, who had previously occupied 
the ground covered by it, in his instructions to Mr. 
Rush. It was Mr. Adams who first advanced. Md 
abandoned this-ground. The credit or the odium, 
which ever term belong/s injustice to the act, attaches 
Co Mr. Adams, and so Mr. McLane could only have 
nnderstrod it, and so must the Senator from Kentuo^ 
'ky, if he examines with a desire to understand it in 
tl)e spirit of the author. 

There are considerations connected with Mr. V, 9^ 
if I deem it consistent with his honor, ;hat I coiua 
prteisent tp those that hear me, th{|t would not fail t# 
make a deeper impression upon their minits. But I 
aak no remembrance of Aurybr^^nriii^ise; no reooU 
kjrtion cf At$^n$qgn^mmif$f J I appeal; to nq one la 
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unitBte kis mildness and courtesy and khidness i^ 
faift. deportment here, nor to judge him as he judged 
iis irtdals for fame and power. I dem^md for Wxtfi 
nothing but justice — ^harsh — harsh jt/^/rce. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

Letter of the Republican m,embers of the New 

York LegislalurCy to the President. 

Albany, Feb. 9, 1832. 
To his Excellency Akdrew f ackson, 

President of the United States. 

Sir— The undersigned in the performance of the 
duty with which they have been charged by the re- 
publican members of the legislature of the state of 
New York, have the honor to transmit herewith, 
the proceedings of a meeting held by them in the 
Capitol of this State, on the 3d inst. In doing so, 
they cannot restrain the expression of the feelings of 
indignation with whidi they view the act to which 
these proceedings refer. 

A great majority of the citizens of this State have 
given repeated evidences of the high estimation in 
f)^faich they have held your administration of the af- 
fairs of the natAn. Th6 inflexible integrity which 
has marked every act of your public life — the more 
than military courage, wiUi which the responsibili- 
lies of ypur high atation have been aasumed, and the 
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constant regard manifested by you to ilie purity of 
the Constitution^ have strengthened their attachment 
to your person and your government; and thejr 
have not been regardless of the manner in which Ihe 
splendid career of a military life, has been followed 
by the many signal blessings which your civil admi- 
nistration, has bestowed upon our country. . « 
This State witnessed with pride, the selection of 
Mr. Van Buren by your excellency as Secretary of 
State: Our citizens had given repeated evidences 
of their confidence in him. With the watchfulness 
becoming a free people, they had regarded his con- 
duct, in the various stations to which he had been 
called by the constituted authorities of the State. — 
They had witnessed his attachment under all circum- 
stances, to the principles of the democracy of the 
country, and they had then recently evinced the ex- 
tent of their confidence by elevating him to the 
highest office within their gift. They felt that your 
Excellency's removal of him to a wider sphere was 
an act of justice at once to his capacity, honesty and 
fidelity to the constitution, and to the character of 
this State and the feelings of its people. They cheer- 
fully acquiesced in that removal, and freely surreh- 
dered iheir most distinguished fell(^-citizen to your 
call, because- they recognized in it additional confir- 
mation of the higl) hopes they had imbibed of. the 
character of. your adniinistratioii. They safW.. with 
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undidsembled pleasure, his efibrts to aid your Excel- 
lency in your successful attempt to restore the gov- 
ernment to its purity ; and when his withdrawal from 
the high station to which your partiality had exalted 
him, became necessary for the preservation of your 
peace against the attacks of those who were a^ike 
enemies to your person and your principles, they 
beheld in your continued confidence in him, irrefra- 
gable proof, that -no combination could close the eyes 
of your Excellency, to the* c^tuse oryy*»it^country,^ 
and naper^dnttl considera^tToris arrest your eflTorts for 
tiV6f^mmon welfare. They saw, that amid the as- 
saults made upon your principles by unfaithful ser- 
vants, the honor of bur country was hot lo^t to your 
view, and they felt, that the same ardent patriotism, 
which had been manifested on the walls of New 
Orleans, had' been brought into the administration of 
the government. They saw and felt this, in the ef- 
fort made by your Excellen,cy, to acquire by frank 
and honest negociation, that for which we had war- 
red with Great Britain; which had been abandoned, 
if not surrendered^ by subtle diplomacy; and upon 
which your Excellency, at least, had not been silent 
The people of this whole country, felt indeed that 
their confidence in your Excellency was not mis- 
placed ; for they saw and knew that no considera- 
tions of a private nature could for a moment affect 
your ardent desire to promote the common weal. 
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It is true they were aware that there were citi- 
zens in this Union, who could justify and participate 
in this surrender of *< free trade and sailor's rights,'' 
who could " c^ilculate the value of the Union," and 
who could laugh at oar calamities in a period of war 
and general distress. But they could not believe that 
such feelings could sway any branch of our hitherto 
unsullied government, and least of all, that they 
would ever dare combine to impede the attempt of 
your Ei^cellency, to. secure t|iat for our country, for 
which we had expended pillions of our ^9Qej^, and 
for which thousands of our citizens had laid d<p^^j 
their lives. 

Your Excellency has ever appreciated the feelings 
of the people of this country, and it will not now be 
difficult for you to judge of those which pervade this 
whole community, against an act unprecedented in the 
annals ofourcountry ; which has impaired the hitherto 
exalted character of our national Senate- — which has 
insulted a State that yields to none in attachment to 
the Union ; and which has directly attacked an ad- 
ministration that is founded deep in the affections of 
the people. 

The State of New York, sir, is capable in itself, 
of ayenging the indignity thus ofi^red to its charaC" 
ter,.in the persou of its favorite son. But we should 
he unmindful of our duty, if we failed in, the .ex- 
pressioAof qmt sympathy with your . E^CQlkipey/ji 



feetitl^s' 6f itiiirt»AcfiU«iiv ' at t hi« degradation of the 
ieouot^y .^dy'-htlrci loved^so w^lV ^V^i be aaaured, 
8tr, that tliei^k' a' redeimiihg' spirit ia the people, 
and that thoae whom we h^ve the honor to repre- 
aent, ardently .^asire an opporluqity: of expressing 
their iiniliiHftiiahed^ toirfidenee in an adimnistratton, 
which ha9<exfllte4%ddhara^er'Ofourcountryy which 
has restored the 'p(ii*it]r of "Cho government, and has 
shed a^ad upon the owhole^ nation 'the eontinued 
blessings iof peace wsdproaperity. 

In the Aft^ent hoipe, that your Exeelleney may 
yet be aparedmany yeara to blesi and adorn the only 
free ttation upon- earth, we remain your sincere 
friends, i'fid ; - 'V^ry humble servants, 
N. P. TALLMADOE, THa ARMSTRONG. 
LEVI BBARDSLEY, JOHN F. HUBB.\RD 
J. W. EDM0ND9, £. LITCHFIELD, 

eH. L. LIVINGSTON, WM. SiKYMOUR, 
O. OSTRANDER, AARON REMER, 

J. W; WILLIAMSON, JA9. HUGH8T0N, 
PETER WOOD, WM. H. ANOEL. 

ED. POWELL, 
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THE PRESIDENT'S REPLY- 

Wjjmmiroir, Fsa. 23^ 1838. 

<lii1luin<iii t I bav« had the bottor to reeeive your 

Iter Wtif >rti4ast wirioiiin the lesihtioiia yaaed 
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^< ata meetkigjif>ttoire{kuWeim'<|ii#m 

nafe of 4he UiDitidd.StiM«Sj9fah« nojoftUipitii^ntaf^ M^f- 

ik^ Van Burviraa Minister 'to Eiigjaild..::: i . i: . 
i/ < 1 9in profouDdly gi>«ilie|tel for ttie^$|}pi)ala#4ioa wlikwh 
.tJfiatiluBtiBfsaiihed.boc^'Qf s^Tcf)wbHfMl:'feUoiWhei- 
ikieens^of tNew.YOrk: JntMi oa {lhlR4^'09€iMyMp^a.i|^^n 
^pleMed taexpreM of t)ieipa9l;adipimittfiji§!^.,9f .>$)fe 
)}affiirB plaetil iiii:iny'.eJad»rger^.l]Or ,tk^- p^e^^iOfir^tk^ 

United States, and fioftlMifrtglMrciua i^Qc^pC^gl^i^- 
y^nued tedcifififiicfi.candt atippoinl.i G^DKi^URliqCf the 
Xtfseciitvlde' lof. •j[ti|r:iBt«9ti<inai^iny4'eitiii<Q?irjf> ^i4^e 
orictaaitiidetofiiiiyipuWic ljA9$i(hliSili«eD V|»^Ahe*^- 

tue and patjptfHiwR 0&kj[)<«nligh^^ed petfllfi^^hu'3:<\ 

m(Mc^'tijriU^^mdki(ab miiila^l l/fMli^l^/omdto 

. StaliMf^JKewHydattiassures mpLl(k^9^€^0fflSi^ji 
less faithful in the civil admirfiMWf0Q^i{(l1g^t 
be less successfully defended. 

When such reliance fails the public servant^ public 

liberty ^^UMS «itIg($E>iaK3[Titler|iid|>le become 

iiii^fiiil)l^toiiri£i0f»tiO9'irffariM to those, who, with 

ii)$i)|*evKiiMtf)dnB>flteiilo(ldi tbeihssMd tpjiihttlfcihaiiee- 

bwM|iMi0ilM9ttaf0ti^8iiiloIan)ilMnH^ ^IteWoMM^^ 



TtrftJB !*«' TflfelR 1H4H fcmMATIOllCnr ZBBDKB.aBMl*' 
NEWT FgLtdt^ ' Crrtzte jr,' whom THBT- XAVJI «0 : OB« 
NBHOrtJsir doiiC>']^Otf<I^AltD W) «niTArW. TV> T«1B' I 
WILL ADD THE ASSURANCE Otmt UMOIHINSHBD RE- 
STik^T't^mS CHl£A?T>17«](WAN0 PRITAO^B 'ifroRTH , 

Aim M'^'ptjiiij doiNPiB«'«ret> iir' Tni iwtwoRrrr <» 
His- cnSfARAct**.'' ■ •^'- ■•■■-■■■ . ■ ■■^. 

^ In «alHri^ hitifi'to the deptftment of 'Stflts A*oni the 
exalted station be th«n oefcuplcid by the «iiifages of 
tke peo)/le of hi» imtiv^e slate, I wai iwt tnflttenced 
more by his afcknotvledged tbienta and public aer*' 
V46eay than by the' general wiah^ and 'expectation of • 
the Republican Party throughout the Unioii. The 
s?gnal aVdity and sacceas which diatinguiabed his Ad- 
ministration of the duties >of that ^^ftnient^ htre 
fuHy juatified the i^eleetion. :\-- ;_<■. 

I4>WB a H> tht^uHe Secretary qfJStaie^U tny9e{f, 
and to the American peopU i^n ihu mcasion to 
sfaUfihai aB*fai^ U9 4$ known to. nu^ he had no 
pariMpatibn whatmvf^in $ht oceurrencee re/aiive 
to myself and the second officer o/thegonammentf 
or^h Ma diseoiuMak qf€helali cabinet ; and thai 
t*ilifreikm^^rmiiwtjfbr^)knimti^ Hithainng 
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tknt remopob /iram \0ffiee ; lo^usA; , in tke 
(Rscharge tf my cttnstiiiUiantklJktnctimSf it was 
deemed proper to fnake. During his continuance 
in ike cabinet y hia exertions - were directed to pro^ 
duct harmony among Me members ; and he vv^ 

FO&XLT XSII£ArOR£I>-TO SUSTAIN HIS, COLLEAGUES. 

His yivAL rxsiomationwas a sacbivice of offi- 

CIALVTATTON TO WHAT KE<Pi»£M£D TH£«£^T INTfi- 
RESTS OF THE X»JUNTRT- r • , 

Mr. McLftti^y our thenr«ijiiifter.at LondoH* hsF- 
ing previously asked permistioo^to roturn^ it \yaif my 
anxious desire to commit all the important poiots noK 
mainingopen in ourrelatipn^ with Gpeat Britai/i, to 
a^sueci^ssov iri whose peculiar fitness and oapa^^ity I 
had equal confidence :. and to. my; sele^^tion Mr. VaQi 
Buren yielded a reluctant assent. lo ufging upoa . 
him that? aaoFtfite^l did not doubt tbalJL wi#;doifi£ 
thpe.1>est for the.iCDUDftry, and acting in coir)oidf»nce . 
with the . ^pubHci . w.isb i and M certainly <$<}fuAd^ not. 
have been anlipipated' tfaatyin.the .mant^er ofiiuc-^; 
cessfully conducting and terarlnatin^ ab JmpqrtallA. 
cotjnplext negotiatibq) ^wbich had i^reyiously roe^iir- 
ed the. sanctiociVof h,olb<>faouses of congr^sfs, Jjiore 
wouldlavevb^ens found jnatives for embarrassing the 
executif^B AClion, and fAt iihterRUpting anvimporta?»l. 
foreigtivnegotiat)on4. ^.'■!::^\■^■^ ». .'\;.^.. \ r . 
vJcaunever^iel.kdi^'dg^iytJmUn^^^^ in^tr^sr. , 
tionsxUlndtir tMchifialmf^iaHim rfMm ^^ tins 
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trade with the British West Indies^ was conducted 
and sueeesufuUff concluded ^ the people of the Uni- 
ted States uiitt find nothing eithir der(^atory to 
the national dignity and honor ^ or improper for 
such an occasion. 

Those parts of the instructions which have been 
used to justify ^Ac refection of Mr. Van JBuren^s 
nomination by the Senate of the United States^ 
proceeded from my oton suggestion ; were the re- 
sult of my own delibtrate investigation and refiec- 
tion ; and nowy as when they were dictated^ ap- 

m 

pear to me id be entirely proper arid consonant to 
my public duty. 

I feeU gentlemen J that I dm incapable of tar^ 
nishing the pride or dignitj^of that country ^ whose 

• 

glory y both in the field and in the civil administra- 
tion it has been my object to elevate: and I feel 
assured that the exalted attitude which the Jimeri- 
can people maintain ttbroad^ and th€ prosperity 
with wfiich ihey afe bkssid t^t homey fully attest 
that Iheir honor and happiness have been unsullied 
in my hands. 

A participation in the trade with the British West 
India Islands, upon terms mutdally satisfactory to the 
United States and Great Britain, had been an object 
of constant solicitude with our government from its 
origin* During the long and vexatious history of 

this subject, various propositions had been made with 

13* 



but partiftl success ^ itnd iitthe sdminiMratjon of mjr 

immediate pr«deeessor» mote thaii oH^aifemptli^ 

adjust it bad ended in a to^l interruption oC the trade. 

'The ackiMi^Iedged imporUnoe of this branch of 

m 

trade, the influence it was believed to. have bad in 
the. elections which .terminated in the change of the 
administration, and the general expectation on the j>a^t 
of tha people, that renewed efforts^ on frao]f:;an4 
decisive grounds, might be auccessfiiUy made tone 
cover it, imposed upon me the. duty. of uiidertabjoig 
the task. 

Recently, however, Great Britain had more th|in 
once declined renewing the negotiation, aqd. pIa(iod 
her refusal upon the , objections which sjie" thought 
proper to take to th^ mai^ner of our previous ..nego- 
tiation, and to the claims which had at varioos times 
been made upon the part of.our goveramont ,; 

ThQ Anicrican governments tiotwithstapdjni^ ^lofio 
tiDiied iU^eSiyrts to.^btajkn-.^ partrAipation in ti|^e,tra\d^. 
It waived, the olaii^s\a^ &f^| ip^i^^d upon, a9 well as 
the objection to tlie^imppsiiipn. by Great }irit^tn of 
higher duties upon the produce of the United Stat^ 
when imported into the .West Indies, than upon the 
produce of her own possessionsv which objection, hac) 
been taken in 19 Id in a d^spateh of the then Seciicr 
tary of State. •- .•. , -^ 

, A participation in the. trader with the British Wesjt 
India Islands eouid po^t have: been^ at any tiine, .de-» 
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munded as a right any mare than in that to the Bri<> 
tiah £(iij*apean.pprtsi Ii^the posture of afiairs already 
adverted to, therefore, the Execufive could ask no* 
thing inore than to be permitted to engage in it upon 
the terms assented to by his predecessor^ and which 
ivete theaame as those previously offered by Great 
Britain herself. Bren these bad been denied to the 
late administration^ and for reasona arising' from the 
views. ent^i^taiped by the JBritish ' gol^roment of our 
condqot in the pa^t negotiation. v.:. 

It was fore^e^ that this refusal might be repeated 
and on the same grounds. When It becamre the duty 
of the Exeeutive^ rather than disappoint the expecta- 
tions of the people and wholly abandon.the trade^to 
continue the application, it waa proper to mef^t the 
objection to tlie past acts of the A,faaricanva4^iif^{)<^ 
tratioo, which objection, as had be$ii forese^f^y i^^ 
aotua^y made and for some time insisted upon. 

It is undoubtedly the duty of all to sustain^ by an 
undivided and patriotic front/ the action of the con- 
stituted authorities towards foreign nations : and this 
duty requires, that during the continuance of an ad- 
ministration in officoi nothing should be done to om- 
barrass the Executive intercourse in it^ foreign poli- 
cy\ unless upon a convictipn that it is erroneous. A 
thorough change in the admioistraiipnt however, 
raises up other authorities of equal dignity , and 
equally entitled to respect : and an open adoption of 



y 



a cfifferent eotirse implies nc separation of the diffe* 
rent parfsof the governmerit: nor does an admisj^ion 
of the inexpediency or impracticability of previous 
demands impfy any. want of respect for thoiEle who 
mav have maintained them. 

7b defend the claims, or pretensions^ as they 
had been indiscriminately called^ on either sMt, in 
the previous correspondence, which hadbeefifoi^ a 
time urged Sy the late administration, wduld have 
been to defend, what that administration by waiv- 
ing them,^ had admitted to be Untenable, and if 
that which had been by them conceded to beimst' 
pedient, could not be sustained as proper^ Iperteive 
nothing derogatory, and surely nothing wrong, in 
conducting the negotiation upon the common dnd 
esfUbHshed principl6, that in a change ofadminis- 
frdiidh ther^ Mhy be a corresponding change in the 
policy and counsels of the government* This prin- 
ciple exists and is acted upon, in the diplomatic and 
pulilic transactions of all nations. The fact of its 
existence in the recent change of the ad minist ration 
of the American government, was aaf notorious as. the 
circutatioh of the American press could make it*; 
and while its influence upon the policy of foreign na-^ 
tions was both natural and reasonable^ it was proper, 
according to ttiy sense of duty, frankly to avow it, if 
the interests of the people of the United Stated should 
so require. 
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Such w^$ tht'ihdtive, »<)d;9UGh and Dothiog more, 
18 tb^ true itDjickrl of the insiruclktns, taken as a whole^ 
Hrhicb I dtii^ctMd to be given to our mijaiafler at Lon- 
don^ aiid wlich liiisither expressed nor implFed con-* 
demoation of. the government of the United States, 
nor of theiaie administration; further than had been 
implied by thair-ovm acts of admii^ion. 

I couid riot reconcile it to mysense of. public duty, 
ofNoC vthit nationial dignity, that the United States 
skottid suffer conttiiiicd injury or ioj^istice, because«a 
forme? administration had iosiated upon terms which 
it.had' subsequently waived;^ or had failed seasonably 
to acc^itan. ofier-which it had afterwards b^en vvil* 
ling to.embrace^!. The conduct of previous adminis- 
tnationt was riot to be discussed either for censure or 
defence ; and only in case ^' the omissions of this 
government Id. ax^qept of the terras proposed when 
heretofpre<;offered/' should <*^be WBged as an objec* 
ttpQr nowf'' U was^ made. the duty, of the minister :' to 
make the: British govei'nment sensible of the injus- ' 
tioe and ioexped jency ^l>f;sncb a. fiPUEse/': 

Boitfi the right and; the propriety of sejUing up the 
pasti acts ) of 'previous admiiiistraiiOii^ to. Justify the 
e4(<>litsi<>n of .the. United 'States from a trade allowed 
to a)l/dther,naUoQS| was disUoQtly denied, and the 
ilistriieUonis^ authorised the midister la.atate that such 
acdolaejlowarils the.^Untted States ^^ under existing 
etfottovHaftcea^c wmU;J^ unjiist iniH^e^tf^nd cs^uid 
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not fail lo excite -Ihe deepest sensibiHty^U-ihv titocHbf 
feeling which a oourse isd unwise ^dBd-untetifiMct.ia! 
calcidatcd lo pt'odnce, iraulddoubtleto be ^msllj-jBg^ 
gravafed i^y the oohscioiispess that GreJaU^Britbiabas^' 
hf otti^ra in council, opened her colonial tportaitd' 
Bussia and France, notwithstaiidingia aUniiaiif <lan»«: 
sion on their part to accejit the t'errosnofidreci lky:it)re! 
^ of the 5th July, 1825 ;"*^he was tdld that •<« lie 
could' ndt preds this view of the auhject'ton eat neatl^- 
upon the consideration of tijte* British tniaistl^jp ;^«a!iiA' 
the prejudiciial influence of ai course on the part Df;the>' 
British Goverfyment «o uWwbe'and uAJtist opohtithdJ 
ftiture relations of the two bountrie^^ ms clea;^}rian*- 
nounced in the dejclaration that i*' it haslMflnrmgs' and: 
relations that reecli beyond the immediate queatioa • 
under discussion.^' 

if the British goV'ernmei^t^shpold decline: aiv ar^ 
rangement ^<on thegrpundofa change of opitlioD^i 
or in order to proiMte her own interests^'' a pronsfpt' 
arovval of that purpose waiBf deni^nded ; but if they 
shouhl not be prepared to to^tiflhat ground j-'-^ but- 
sufibr theniselve^ to <)Qsire thsit tho> United ilSitales 
should., in expiation' of supposed pastencroochinerftt^l 
be driven to the necessity of retratinf; tlxeirtegidf^ 
tivd 8te])69 without knowledge of its^effeot, and wbol^ 
ly dep^nden^t upon the indulgence of Ol'ea^ Britain <^lc 
they iMere: to be made se^ble of theimpracflieabiUt^; 
clfuH«K 6ours^'<stod'td'fat*^«tjg|kti|i»«^ 



aortas dii;inir ptfiih» ii!o«iUfvinaMi|te pufihiiidnal.in- 
teraaljinidlhiMDr^ ) Td>«nimiitee 4i^tisicU3r;lo<iir«at 
Britaui Itiot vfe yfould nol aicbiniljio.fticqlitinued in- 
jufliiceion^he ground Df!tirpi.t)i]9ecticH:i..'tof<tHe.'pa^t 
conrduct: ofrthe.iAnfieric^n.gQvvrjiiineDli- whether it 
* ^vefre right ^r \vrohg,, nuk^^ Ihe obvioUs ^oipoit of ike 

If ttie Executive hadv.>caQaed it to be. stated. to 
Grc^ Brit«i<lii lihfit . fi»dtngv^ • pimhffte^sun^s (9 liawe 
-beenliAlerror^^^.uraHjiinplied by aiib9cc|ueiiUy .waiv- 
itbQ the term^lhi^.had.adv^ated^MHl had,in expia- 
rtidDrof jUnweenrors^abiBiiMloiied thetradt to the plea- 
sure of the Britii^ -G.o^R^iiment^ !lhetialQfe$tB>bi}jihc 
iiUni^ 6faU^. Mfiould. hate >$<afiered>v>atHl! thetr i hinor 
beeci-ntpirQach^d^) Untiiii 0x<sluding^<)h oon^i^rA- 
^ttotis, as. inapf»r0pHaii&/ and; ^ajuat^ ?aiid 2h ]cletinl|y 
.av9ivjj(i}gjiiarptfnptae^f¥>tiq tdimit Id/thatHreattn^nt, 
4ie!hpped?lfo proinott^ilheiintoreatf ^ hi$: feUov^-^itt- 
i^Cfi^j-and^auatdki'thfi H^mqnaiftddtgniiy/of ttie >coua- 
iitrn.ij .» :.<tj!.' ••/■•. n;u,'4'j jq /:: tc/i :•.: ,■•»;:'. j .'■ ..: 
ncq&mftUithi6i:gdQUeH[im, ;^fliftveiilif^ {fij^iiobaitioa.^ef 
^mij/i ^lii^j^rncht -ftadMoctticioncN^ *n^tit>9«'Upof)ribe 
; pftDoipte, ;farl^/iQBiimit»fftd|otf 'l(illd«8^ilotHiiig< b«t 
rtr liAli; 1 11^ «:n glMi dand«adb«ii Hidg! • to^'ltiotb 
h«n-9iigyifibAeAJLhM;t»ni^d(Twhtoh tto j wHic o -flOtttd 
f^tfimritiombsAi}^. L*A6kfk^/a^|i||ctMuptt^flh in tfie^ihide, 
upon terms just to theilKiiill?dr<SfMef(»JfldiimitUaMy 
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and distinct pittpMtition ifi'^^onfopmitywith -theie 
principles^ -to be 'nnfawnrttt^d'tD the British gMnsrn- 
metity and, resolving to be contented wi^ nothibg 
lessy I ultimately arranged the Irade ujton theiWsis 
of that proposition, without retraction, modification, 
or change. — If iht vaHonal honor had not been 
thought ictrnished by retracing our stepSy by claim' 
ing more and ultimately consenting to take lessy 
and in /act obtaining nothing; V feel assured, that 
in requiring that which spy predecessors had con- 
ceded to be enough ; and obtaining all that was de- 
manded, my eountry men will see no stain upon their 
dignity, their pride, or thein honor. 

If I required greater satisfaction than I derive from 
a reriew of this subject, I shall find it in the^graii- 
tude I feel for the success which has crowned my 
efforts. I shall always possess the gratifying recol- 
lection, that I have not disappointed the expeota 
tions of my countrymen^ who, under an arruige- 
ment depending for its permanence upon our. own 
wisdom, arp. participating in a valuable trade upon 
terma more -advantageous than those which, the itlos- 
trions Father of -his Country was willing to aeeepi $ 
Upoo terfii^>a8'faForable as those which regulate the 
trade under odl* eonventiona wilh Graat Britain, wmi 
flphieh have heei»' sought witboat suecesa from Um 
earliest perioda ef our history. 
• ' iipief yoo^ gentkmeoyto peiaeni to the vapoUi- 
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can tnembe^s of the legislature of New York| and to 
accept for yourselves individually^ the assurance of 
my highest regard and consideration. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

Messrs. N. P. Tallmadge, Thomas Arm* 
strong, I*evi Beardsley, John F Hub- 
bard, J. W. Edmonds, Chas. L. Li-" 
vingston, Gideon Ostrander, John M. 
Williamson, Peter Wood, E. Howell, 
Elisha Litchfield* William Seymour, 
Aaron Remer, Jas. Hughston, Wm. 
H.- Angel. 



Address of Mr. Van Buren, Vice President of 
the United States^ on taking the Chair of the 
Senate J as its presiding officer^ on Monday^ Da-- 
cemberlG, 1833. 

Senators: On entering on the duliesofthe sta- 
tion to which I have been called by the People, de- 
ference to you and justice to myself require that I 
should forestall expectations whicfi might otherwise 
be disappointed* * Although for many yeal^s hereto- 
fore a member of the Senate, I regret that I should 
not have acquired that knowledge of the particular 
order of its proceedings which might naturally be ex- 
pected. Unfortunately for roO) in respect (o my pre- 
sent condition, I ever found those at hand who had 
more correctly appreciated this important branch of 

their duties, and on whose opioioasy. as to points of 

14 
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order, I could at all times safely rely. . This remisfl' 
ness willy doubtless^ for a season, cause me no small 
degree of embarrassment. So far, however, as un-> 
remitting exertions on my part, and proper respect 
for the advice of those who are better informed than 
myself, can avail, ^his deficiency will be remedied as 
speedily as possible; and I feel persuaded that the 
Senate, in the mean time, will extend to me a con- 
siderate indulgence. 

But however wanting I may be, for the time, in a 
thorough l^nowledge of the technical duties of the 
Chair, I entertain, I humbly hope, a deep and so* 
lemn conviction of it$ high moral obligations. I am 
well aware that he who occupies it, is bound to cher- 
ish towards the members of the body over which 
he presides, no other feeling than those of justice 
and courtesy — to regard them all as standing upon . 
an honorable equality — to apply the rules establish* 
ed by themselves, for their own government, with 
strict impartiality — and to use whatever authority 
he possesses in the manner best calculated to protect 
the rights, to respect the feelings, and to guard the 
reputations of all who may be affected by - its ex- 
ercise. 

It is no disparagement to any other branch of the 
Government to say, that there is none on which the * 
Constitution devolves such extensive powers as it 
does upon the Senate;- There is scarcely an exereise 
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of constitutional authority in which it does not me- 
diately or immediately participate ; it forms an im- 
portant andy in some respects, an indispensible part 
of each of the three great departments. Executive, 
Legislative, and Judicial f and is moreover^ the body 
in which is made effectual, that share of power in 
the Federal organization so wisely allowed to the re* 
spective State sovereignties. . 

Invested with such august powers, so judiciously 
restricted, and so sagely adapted to the purposes of 
good government, it is no wonder that the Senate is 
regarded by the people of the United States, as one 
of the best features, in what they at least consider to 
be the the wisest, the freest, and happiest political 
system in the world. In fervent wishes that it may 
long continue to be so regarded, and in a conviction 
of the importance of order, propriety, and regularity 
ill its proceedings, we must all concur. It shall be 
an object of my highest ambition, Senators, to join 
with you, as far as in me lies, in eflfecting those de- 
sirable objects; and in endeavoring to realize the ex- 
.peetation formed of this body at the adoption of the 
Constitution, and ever since confideoUy cherished, 
that it would exercise the most efficient influence in 
upholding the Federal system, and in perpetuating 
what is at oncl^ the foundation and the safeguard of 
OMr country V welfare^ the XTqioo of th^ States. 
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MR. BENTON'S LETTER. 
7b Maj. Gen. Davisy of the State of Mississippi, 
declining ike nomination of the Convention of 
that State for the Vice Presidency; defending the 
nomination of Mr, Van Burenfor the'Fresideh' 
ey ; and recommending harmony, concert, and 
union, to the democratic party of the U. States. 

Washington City, January 1st, 1835. 
Dear Sih, — We have learned that you have de- 
clined permitting your name to be used an a candi- 
date for the Vice-Presidency of the United States, 
and that you have addressed a letter to that effect, 
some time since, to the Coitimittee of the State Con- 
vention of Mississippi, by whom you were nomi- 
nated for that high office. It will be a considerable 
time before your determination, eommunicated 
through that channel, can be known to the people of 
the United States ; we therefore request the favor of 
a copy of your letter, if you retained one, for pub- 
lication at this phce, in order that your friends else- 
where, as well aa in Mississippi,- may have an early 
opportunity of turning their attention to some other 
Btiitable person. Yours, with great respect, ' 

ROBT. T. LYTLE, (of Ohio,) 
HENRY HUBBARD, (of New Hampshire,) 
RATLIFF BOON, (of Indian^,) 
H. A. MUHtENBERG, (of Peonsylvanta.) 
Honorable Thos. H. Bentok. 
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Washington City, January 2d, 1835. 
Gentlemen, — I herewith send you a copy of my 
letter, declining the nomination of the Mississippi 
State Convention, for the Vice-Presidency of the 
United States. Fairness towards my political friends 
in every part of the Union, required me to let them 
know at once what my determination was; and this 
I have done in many private letter^, and in all tKe 
conversations which I have held upon the subject. — 
The nomination in' Mississippi was the first one 
which came from a State Convention, and therefore 
the first one which seemed to me to justify a public 
letter, and to present the question in such a form as 
would save me from the ridicule of declining what no 
State had offered. The letter to Mississippi was in* 
tended for publication, to save my friends any fur- 
ther trouble on my account. It was expected fb 
reach, in its circuit, my friends in every quarter ; 
and as you suggest that it might be a considerable 
time before it could return from the State of Missis-^ 
sippi through the newspapers, and that in the mean* 
time, my friends elsewhere, might wish earlier hi* 
formation, that they might turn their attention lb 
some other person, I cheerfully comply with your 
request, and furnish the copy for publication here. 
Yours, respectfully, 

THOMAS H. BENTON. 
r* B. T. 14/tk^ B. Huhbardf B. Bom^ 
atidBLA MuhknUrg. 14* 
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MR. BENTON'S LETTER. 
WASHiifOTOif CiTT, Dec. 16tb, 1834. 

DxAB SiK : Your kind letter of the 8th ultimo htm 
been duly received* and I take great pleamire in re- 
turning you my thanks for the friendship you have 
shown me^ and which I shall be happy to acknow- 
ledge by acts, rather than words, whenever an op^ 
portunity shall occur. 

The recommendation for the Vice-Presidency of 
the United States, which the Democratic Convention 
of your State has done me the honor to make, is, in 
the highest degree, flattering and honorable to me, 
and commands the expression of my deepest gratis 
tude ; but, justice to myself, and to our political 
friends, requires me to say at once, and with the ean- 
dor and decision which rejects all disguise, and pal- 
ters with no retraction, that I cannot consent to go 
upon the list oi candidates for the eminent office for 
which I have been proposed. 

I. consider the ensuing election for President, and 
Vice-President, as one among the most important 
that ever took place in our country ; rankiiig wsitb 
that of laoo, when the democratic principle firsl 
triumphed in the person of M^ Jefferson, aodwitli 
the two elections of 1828, and 1832, when the same 
principle again triumphed in the person of General 
JaekiOQ ; aad I 9|ios4dT look ppon all the advantages 
recoveiM ;for tIier.Miiafeitutapn,\ani4 ^eSp^l^rfMte 
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these two bst triumpha, as lost and gooe, unless the 
democracj of the Union aliail again triumph in the 
election of 1836. . To succeed in that election^ will 
require the most perfect harmony and union among 
ourselves. To secure this union and harmony^ w» 
must have as few spirants for the offices of President, 
and Vice President, as possible ; and to diminish the 
number of these aspirants, I, for one, shall refuse to 
go apbn the list : and will remain in the ranks of the 
voters, ready to support the cause of democracy, by 
supporting the election of the candidates which shall 
be selected by a general coavention of the democra- 
tic party. 

. But, while respectfully declining, for myself^ the 
highly honorable and flattering recommendation of 
your. convention, I take a particular pleasure in ex- 
pressing the gratification which I feel, at iieeing the 
nomination which you have made in favor of Mr. 
Van Buren* I have knowa that gentleman long, 
and intimately. We entered the Senate of the 
Uaited States together, thirteen years ago, sat six 
years in seats* next to eachother^ were always per* 
sonally frtefidly,^ generally acted, together on leading 
subje6lB,.mad always interchanged communication^ 
Ind .neoipnocated confidenee.; and thtis,4>caaf>yiog a 
poAition, to give fne a& opfMsrtonity of heoomiog tka* 
Wi8h)9r;aei|iiaiAted!ifdtfai his principlea^ aiid%harae* 
tir^lhftiiiiiiHiofdhiievUdb lit lii—|i till \kmvm\an% 



19 4 APPENDS. 

tinee considered him, arid so indicated him to my 
friends, as the most fit, and suitable person to fill the 
president ial chair after the expiration of President 
Jackson's second term. In political principles he is 
thoroughly democratic, and comes as near the Jeffer- 
aonian standard as'any statesman now on the stage of 
public life. In abilities, experience, and business 
habits, he is beyond the reach of cavil or dispute. — 
Personally, he is inattackable ; for the whole volume 
of his private life contains not a single act which re- 
quires explanation, or defence. In constitutional 
temperament he is peculiarly adapted to the station,' 
and the times; for no human being could be more 
free from every taint of envy, malignity, or revenge, 
or, could possess^ in a more eminent degree, that 
happy conjunction of firmness of purpose, with sua- 
vity of manners, which contributes so much to the 
successful administration of public affairs, and is ao 
essential, and becoming, in a high public functionary. 
The State from which he comes, and of which, M0» 
oessive elections for two and twenty years prove him 
to be the favorite son, is alsci to be tak&n into the ac-. 
eooDt in the list of his recommendations ; that great 
State whichi in the eventful struggle of ISOO, turned 
the Males of the presidential election in favor of 
Ma. JeffersoDy-^-which baa supported every demo* 
aratk #liDiniatratioii firom that day to this ; a Stal« 
y^Ukk oaw numlMra^tsv^ mittisiui of inbabitanUi^-^ 
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gives forty-two votes in the presidential election, — 
and never saw one of her own sohs exalted to the pre- 
sidential office. 

But what has he done ? What, has Mr. Van Buren 
done, that he should he elected President ? This is 
the inquiry, as flippantly, as ignorantly put by those 
who would veil, or disparage the merits of this 
gentleman ; when it would be much more regular- 
and pertinent to ask, what has such a man as this 
done, that he should not be made President? — But, 
to answer the inquiry as put : It might perhaps be 
sufficient, so far at least as Uie comparative merits of 
competitors are concerned, to point to his course in 
the Senate of the United States during the eight 
years that he sat in that body ; and to. his conduct 
since in the high offices to which he has been call* 
ed by his native State, by President Jackson, and by 
the American people. This might be sufficient be- 
tween Mr. Van Buren and others ; but it would not 
be sufficient for himself. Justice to him Would re- 
quire>an answer to go further back,-*-to the war of 
1813j when he was a member of the New York Se- 
nate ; when the fate of Mr. Madison's administra- 
tion, and of the UnLoa itself, depended upon the 
conduct ofthat great State — great in men and means, 
and greater in position, a frontier to New England^ 
and' to Canada-^to Briti&h arms and Hartford Coti^ 
venliQii i ta'eason f aad wb^n ithdt con^iitlr 4a. the d^ 
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may of every patiotic bosom, was seen to hang, for 
nearly two years, in the doubtful scales of suspense. 
The federalists had the majority in the House of 
Representatives ; the democracy had the Senate and 
the Governor; and for two successive sessions no 
measure could be adopted in support of the war. — 
Every aid proposed by the Governor and Senate, 
•was rejected by the House of Representatives.^— 
Every State paper issued by one, was answered by 
the other. Continual disagreements took place ; in- 
numerable conferences were had ; the Hall of the 
House of Representatives was the scene of contesta- 
tion ; and every conference was a public exhibition 
•of parliamentary conflict — a public trial of intellec- 
tual digladiation. in which each side, represented by 
committees of its ablest men, and in the presence of 
both houses, and of assembled multitudes, exerted 
itself to the utmost to justify itself, and to put the 
other in the wrong, to operate upon public opinion, 
govern the impending elections, and acquire the bs^ 
tendency in the ensuing legislature. Mr. Van Bu- 
ren, then a ydung man, had just entered the Senate 
at the commencement of this extraordinary struggle. 
He entered it, November 1812 ; and had just dis- 
tinguished himself in the opposition of his county to 
the first national bank charter — in the support of 
Vice President Clinton for giving the casting vote 
^{Mnsl it-*— and in his noble support of Governor 
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TompkinSy for his Roman energy in proroguing tbe 
General Assembly, (April, 1818,) which could not 
otherwise be prevented from receiving and embody- 
ing the transmigratory soul Of that defunct institu- 
tion, and giving it a new existence, in a new place, 
under an altered name and modified form. He was 
fK>liticalIy born out of this conflict, and came into the 
legislature against the bank, and ybr the war. He 
was the man which the occasion required ; the ready 
writer — prompt debater — judicious counsellor; cour- 
teous in manners — firm in purpose— inflexible in 
principles. He contrived the measures— brought 
forward the bills and reports — delivered the speeches 
-^and drew the State papers, (especially the power- 
ful address to the republican voters of the States ) 
which eventually vanquished the federal party, turn- 
ed the doubtful scales, and gave the elections of 
ApHl, 1S14, to the friends and supporters of Madi- 
son and the war ; an event, the intelligence of which 
was received at Washington with an exultation only 
inferior to that' with which was received the news of 
the victory of New Orleans. The new legislature, 
now democratic in both branches^ was quickly con- 
vened by Governor Tompkins ; and Mr. Van Buren 
had the honor to iK'ing forward, and carry through, 
amidst the applauses of patriots, and tbe denunciation 
of the anti-war party, the most energetic war. me^- 
fure eY«r adopted in our Ameficarrrtb^.daii^i&c.mi^n 
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bill, as he called it, the conscription bill, as tbey 
called it. By this bill, the provisions of which, by 
a new and summary process, were so contrived as to' 
act upon property, as well as upon persons, an army 
of twelve thousand state troops were immediately to 
be raised ; to serve for two years, and to he placed 
at the disposition of the General Government* The 
peace which was signed in the last days of December, 
1814, rendered this great measure of New York in- 
operative ; but its merit was acknowledged by all 
patriots at ijt\e time ; the principle of it was adopted 
by Mr. Madison's administratioji.; recommended by 
the Secretary at War, Mr. Monroe, to the Congress 
of the United States, and found by that body too 
energetic to be passed. To complete his course io 
support of the war, and to crown his meritorious la- 
bors to bring it to a happy close, it became Mr. Van 
Barents fortune to draw up the vote of thanks of the 
greatest State of the Union, to the greatest General 
which the war had produced^-** Ihe thanks of 
the New York legislature to Major General Jack- 
son, his gallant officers and troops^ for theb won- 
derfxdy and heroic victory y in defence of the grand 
emporium of the iVest,^^ Such was the appropriate 
conclusion to his patriotic services in support of the 
war: services, to be sure, not rivalling in splendor 
the heroic achievements of victorious arms ; but ser* 
Tices> tteverthelessy both hoDorablei and meritorious 
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in their place ; and without which battles cannot be 
fought, victories cannot be won, nor countries be 
saved. Martial renown, it is true, he did not ac- 
quire, nor attempt ; but the want of that fascination 
to his name can hardly be objected to him, in these 
days, when the political ascendency of military 
chieftains is so pathetically deplored, and when the 
entire perils of the republic are supposed to be com 
pressed into the single danger of a military despotism. 

Such is the answer, in brief, and in part, to the 
flippant inquiry. What has he done? 

The vote in the Senate, for the tariff of 1828, has 
sometimes been objected to Mr. Van Buren; but 
with how much ignorance of the truth, let facts at* 
test. ' 

He was the first eminent member of Congress, 
north of the Potomac, to open the war, at the right 
point, upon that tariff of 1828, then undergoing the 
process of incubation through the instrumentality of 
a Convention to sit a Harrisburg. His ispeech at 
Albany, in July, 1827, openly characterized that 
measure as a political manoeuvre to influenise the im- 
pending presidential election; and the graphic expres- 
sion, *^a measure proc^.eding^ more from the closet 
of the POLITICIAN than from Me workshop of the 
MA^trpACTTTKEA," SO Opportunely and felicitously 
used in that speech, soon became the opinion of the 

public> and subsbqueatlyreceived the imprew of reri- 

15 
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fieation from the abaDdonmenty and the maDner of 
abapdoniDg, of the whole fabric of the high tariff 
polifey. Failing to carry any body into the Presi- 
dential chair^ its doono pronounced by the election 
of Jackson and Van Buren^* it was abandoned, as it 
had been created, upon a political calculation^ and 
expired under a fiat emanating, not from the toork- 
shop of the manufacturer^ but from the closet of 
the politician. — True, that Mr. Van Buren voted 
for the tariff of 1828, notwithstanding his speech of ^ 
1827; but, equally true, that he voted under instruc- 
tions from his State Legislature, and in obedience to 
the great democratic principle {demos j the people, 
krateOf to govern) which has always formed a distin- 
guished feature, and a dividing land-mark, between 
the two great political parties which, under whatso- 
ever name, have always existed, and still exist, in 
our country .«— Sitting in the chair next to him at the 
time of that vote, voting as he did, and upon the 
same principle; interchanging opinions without re- 
serve, or disguise, it comes within the perception of 
my own aenses to know that he felt great repugnance 
to the provisions of that tariff act of '2S, and voted 
for it,^ as I did, in obedience to a principle which we 
both hold sacred* 

No. public man, since the days of Mr. Jeffiurson 
has been pursued with more bitterness than Mf.Yan 

* <Wer Uieliigh tKriff cbjuaapidRS, Clay And Sergeant 
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Buren; none^not excepting Mr. Jefferson himself, 
has ever had to withstand the combined asKiulti 
of so many, and such forniidable powers. His ph>m«- 
inent position, in relation to the next Presidency, 
has drawn upon him the ^neral attack of other can- 
didates, — ^themselves as well as their friends; for in 
these days, (how different from former timesi) candi- 
dates for the Presidency are seen to take the field for 
themselves, — hanging away at their competitors,— r 
sounding the notes of their own applause,-nand deal* 
ing in the tricks, and-cant,^of vetoraa cro88«road,<or 
alehouse, electioneerers. His ol4 opposition, and 
early declaration (1826) againsi the Bank of the 
United States, has brought upon him the pervadifig 
vengeance of that powerlii) institutbn^ and suhjeeted 
him to the vicarious vituperation of jubaltenv-. assail- 
ants, inflamed with a wrath, neifc their own, in what* 
soever spot that terrific institution maintains a branch, 
or a press, retains kn adherent, or holds a debtor. 
(It was under the stimulus, and predictions of the 
Bank press, that Mr. Van Buren was rejected by 
the Senate in 1832.) Yet in all this combination of 
powers against him, and in all these unrelenting at* 
tacks, there is no specification of misconduct. All 
is vague, general, indefinite, mysterious. Mr* Craw- 
ford, the most open, direct, and palpably of public 
men, was run down upon the«mpty ery of ^*giant 
at intrigue! ^^ a second edition of that cry, now 
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slereotyped for harder ose, is expected to perform 
the same service upon Mr. Van Burea; while the 
origioators and repeaters of the ery, ia both iostan- 
eesy have found it equally impossible to specify a 
esse of intrigue in the life of one, or the other, of 
these gentlemen. 

Safety fond banks, is another of those cries raised 
against him ; as if there was any thing in the system 
of those banks to make the banking system worse ; 
or, as if the money, and politics of ihtse safety fund 
banks, were at the service of Mr. Van Buren. On 
the contrary, it is not even pretended by his ene- 
mies that he owns a single dollar of sfoek in any 
one of these banks! and I have been frequently in- 
formed, from sources entitled to my confidence, that 
he does not own a dollar of interest in any bank in 
the world! that he halArholly abstained from becom* 
ing the owner of any bank stock, or taking an in- 
terest in any company, incorporated by the Legisla- 
ture, since he first became a member of that body, 
above two-and-twenty years ago. And as for the 
politics of the safety fund banks, it has been recent- 
ly and authentically shown tliat a vast majority of 
them are under the control of his most determined 
and active political opponents. 

No public nban has been more opposed (o the ex- 
tension of the banking system 4han Mr. Van Buren^ 
Tfie journals of the New- York Legislature show 
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that the many years ^luring which he was a promt* 
nent member of that body, he exerted himself in a 
continued and zea]pus opposition to the increase of 
banks; and, upon his elevation to the Chief Magis- 
tracy of the State, finding the system of banks so 
incorporated with the business and interests of the 
People, as to render its abolishment impossible, he 
turned his attention to its improvement, and to the es- 
tablishment of such guards against iraudulettt, or even 
unfortunate bankruptcy, as would, under all circum- 
stances, protect the holders of notes against loss. The 
safety fund system was the result of vieWs of this kind; 
and if its complete success hitherto (for no bank has 
failed Ufnier it,) and the continued support and con- 
fidence of the representatives of twa* millions' of 
people, are not sufficient to attest its efficacy, there 
is one consideration at least^^vhich should operate 
30 far in Its favor as to save it from the sneers of 
those who cannot'tell what the safety fund system is'; 
and that is, the perfect ease and composure with 
which, the whole of these 4>anks rode out the storm 
of Senatorial and United ^States Bank a^sliult, panic, 
and pressure, upon them last mpter! This consid* 
eration should save Mp# Van Bureii from the censure 
of some people, ifit. eaniiDt aitract thfiir apfibuise. 
For the rest, he ic a real fcai4 mooef thwnftpp(ked 
to the papersyfeem'-^^n iwmrof.A niitioaal oiM^renof 

of gold««^ib4aivor of an ade^pMtO'filvtsr eamijiey for 
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commpri use— against the small note currency— 4lnd 
in favor of confining bank notes to their appropriate 
sphere and original function, that of large notes for 
large transactions, and mercantile operations. • 

. Non-committal, is another of the flippant phrases, 
got by rote, and parroted against Mr. Van Buren. 
He never commits himself, say these veracious ob- 
servers! he never shows his hand, till he sees which 
way the game is going! Is this true? Is their any 
foundation for it? On the contray, is it not contra- 
dicted by public and notorious facts? by the uniform 
tenor of his entire public life' for near a quarter of a 
century? To repeat nothing of what has been said of 
bis opposition to the first Bank of the United States, 
his support of Vice President Clinton for giving the 
casting vote against the recharter of that institution, 
his support of Goventoo: Tompkins, in the extraordi- 
nary measure of proroguing the New- York Legisla- 
ture, to prevent the metempsychosis of the Bank, 
and its revivification, in the City bf New- York; to 
repeat nothing of all this, and of his undaunted and 
brilliant support of the war, from it^ beginning to its 
end^ I shall refer only to what has happened in my 
own time, and under my own eyes. His .firm, and 
devoted, support of Mr. Crawford, in the contest of 
18M, when that eminent citizen, prostrate with dis- 
oasey mi inhumanly assailed, seemed to be doomed 
tp ineviteUe defiiat; was that noa-eommittal? His 
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«arly espousal of General Jackson's cause, after the 
election in the House of Representatives, in Februa- 
ry, 18^5^ and his steadfast opposition to Mr. Adams's 
administration; was that non-committal? His prom- 
inent stand against the Panama Mission, when that 
mission was believed, to be irresistibly popular, and 
was pressed upon the Senate to crush the opposition 
members; was that also a wily pFece of non-commit- 
tal policy? . His declaration against the Bank of the 
United States in the year 1826; was that the conduct 
of a man waiting to see the issue before he could 
take his side? The removal of the deposits, and the 
panic scene of last winter, in which so many gave 
way, and so many others folded, their arms until the 
struggle was over, while Mr. Van Buren, both by his 
own conduct, and that of his friends, gave an undaun- 
ted support to that masterly stroke of the President; 
is this also to be called a non-committal line of eon- 
duct, and the evidence of a temper that sees the issue 
before it decides? The fact is, this ridculous and 
nonsensical charge, is so unfounded and absurd, so 
easily refuted, and not only refuted,'but turned to the 
honor and advantage of Mr. Van Buren, that his friends 
might have run the risk of being suspected of having 
intented it themselves, and put it into circulation, just 
to give some others of his frknds a brilliant opportuni- 
ty of emblAZOoing bb meritsl were it not that tffe^blind 
•umity of hit eompetitors b» put the accusation upon 
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recordi and enabled his friends to exculpate them- 
selves, and to prove home the original charge against 
hia undisputed opponents. 

For one thing Mr. Van Buren has reason to be 
thankful to his enemies; it is, for having began the 
war upon him so soon! There is time enough yet for 
truth and justice to do their officci and to dispel 
every cloud of prejudice which the jealously of ri- 
valS| the vengeance of the Bank, and the ignorance 
of dupes, has hung over his name. 

Union, harmony, self-denial, concession— every 
thing for the cause, nothing for men — should be the 
yiratchword, and motto of the democratic party. 

"Disconnected from the election — a voter, and not 
a candidate — having no object in view but to preserve 
the union of the democratic party, and to prevent 
the administration of the public affairs from relapsing 
into handa that would undo every thing ; hands that 
would destroy every limit to the constitution, by 
latitudinous constructions — which would replunge 
the country into debt and taxes, by the reckless^ wil** 
ful,^ systematic, ungovernable, headlong, btubborn, 
support of every wasteful and extravagant expendi-» 
ture-r-that would redeliver the country iot^ .the 
hand* of an institution which has proved the scoiif|[ei 
of the people-'^nd which would instantly .leviTelho 
^ominton of paper money, by anrestiiig the progreas 
oC the goUjuid* Silver correney.: haviqg so oivtot up 
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view but to prevent these calamities, I may be per- 
mitted to say a word, without incurriog the imputa- 
tion of spealqng from interested motives, on. the vital 
point of union in the democratic party. 

The obligation upon good men to unite, when bad 
men combine, is as clear in politics as it is in morals. 
Fidelity to this obligation has, heretofore, saved tbe 
republic, and was never more indispensable to its 
safety than at the present moment. The efforts made 
under the elder Adams, above thirty years ago, to 
subvert the principles of our Governd^ent, produced 
a uiak)n of the productive and burthen-bearifig 
classes, in every quarter of the republic. Planters, 
farmers, laborers, mechanics, (with a slight infusion 
from the commercial and professional interests,) 
whether on this side or that of the Potomac, whether 
east or west of the Alleghany mountains, stood to- 
gether upon the principle of common right, and the 
sense of common danger, and effected that first great 
union of the democratic party which achieved the 
civil revolution of 1800, arrested the downward 
course of the Government^ and turned back the na- 
tional administration to its republican principles, and 
economical habits. 

The sagacious mind of Mr. Jefferson well discern- 
ed, in the homogeneous elements of which this united 
party was composed, the appropriate materials fo# a 
republican governmieDt ; and to the permanent coa<- 
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junction of these elements, he constantly looked for 
the only insurmountable barrier to the approaches 
of oligarchy and aristocracy. Actuated by ia zeal 
which has never been excelled, for the success and 
perpetuity of the democratic cause, he labored assi- 
duously in his high oflSce, and subsequent retirement, 
in his conversations and letters, to cement, sustain, 
and perpetuate a party, on the union and indivisi- 
bility of which he solely relied for the preservation 
of our republic. It was the political power reault- 
ing from this auspicious union, (to say nothing of 
several other occasions,) which carried us safely and 
triumphantly through the late war; enabling the 
Grovernment to withstand, oaone hand,' the paraliz- 
ing machinations of a disaffected aristocracy, and to 
i^pel on the other, the hostile attacks of a great na- 
tion^ 

The first relaxation of the ties which bound to- 
gether the democracy of the North and South, East 
and West, was followed by the restoration to power 
of federal men, and the re-appearance in the admini-' 
stration of federal doctrines, and federal measures. — 
The younger Mr. Adams crept into power thrpugh 
the first breach that was made in the democratic 
ranks ; and immediately proclaimed the fundamental 
principles which lie at the bottom of ancient federa- 
lism, and modern, whigg^sm^^^^Jke repreceniaiwe 
not to b^ palsied by thtwill of his canHituenU^y^^^ 
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*^ constUutional scruples to be solved in practical 
bkssings;^^ — two doctrioes^ one- of which would 
leave the people without representatives, and the 
other would leave the Government without a consti- 
tution. The ultra federalism of this gentleman's ad- 
ministration^ fortunately for the country, led to the 
re union of those homogeneous elements, by the first 
union of which the elder Mr. Adams had been eject- 
ed from power ; and this re-union immediately pro- 
duced a second civil revolution not less vital to the 
republic than the first one, of iSOO; a revolution to 
which we are indebted for the election of a President 
who has turned back the v Government, so far as in 
his power lies, to the principles of the constitution, 
and to the practice of economy — who has directed 
the action of the Government to patriotic objects — 
saved the people from the cruel dominion of a heart- 
less moneyed power — withstood the combined as- 
saults of the bank, and its allied Statesmen — and 
frustrated a conspiracy against the liberty and the 
property of the people, but little less atroeious in its 
design, and little less disastraus in its intendedr ef- 
fects, than that conspiracy from which Cicero deli- 
vered the Roman people, and for the frustration -of 
which he was hailed by Cato, in the assembled pre«> 
settee of all Rome, with the glorious appellation of 
Pater Pa/ri«-T-Father of his country. 

The democracy of the four quarters of .the union. 
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now united^ victoriousy happy and secure, under the 
administratio^uf President Jackson ; shall it disband, 
and fall to pieces the instant that great man retires ? 
This is what federalism hopes, foretels, promotes^ 
intrigues, prays, and pants for. Shall this be — and 
through whose fault? Shall sectional prejudices, 
lust of power, contention for office, (that bane of 
freedom;) shall personal preferences, so amiable in 
private life, so weak in politics ; shall these small 
causes — these Lilliputian tactics — be suffered to work 
the disruption of the democratic union ; to separate 
the republican of the South and West, from his bro* 
ther ofthe North and East ? and, in that separation, 
to make a new opening for the second restoration 
of federalism, (under its alius diclus of whiggism ;)^ 
and the permanent enslavement oi \hQ produdngy 
and burthen-bearing classes of the community ? 

Bear with me if I speak without disguise, and say, 
if these things Happen, it must' be through the fault 
of the South and West; . . 

Here are the facts : - 

It has so happened that, although every Southern 
President (four in number) and the only Western 
one (through his two terms) has received the warm 
support of Northern democracy, yet no Northern 
President has ever yet received the support of the 
South and West. Hitherto this peculiar, and ooe* 
sided result, has left no sting — created no heart 
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buf ningSi in the bosom of Northern democracy, be- 
cause it was the result, not of sectionaf bigotry, but 
of (acts, and principles. The administrations of the 
two Northern Presidents were alike offensive to 
republicans of all quarters, and were put down by 
the joint voices of a united Democracy. 

But suppose this state of things now to be changed, 
and a democratic candidate to be presented from the 
North i ought that candidate to be opposed by the 
democracy of the South and West ? Suppose that 
candidate to be one coming as near to the Jeffer* 
sonian standard, (to say more niight seem invidious; 
to say thiat much is enough for the argument,) sup- 
pose such a candidate to be presented ; ought the de- 
mocracy of the South and West to reject him ?— * 
Could they do it, without showing a disposition to 
monopolize the Presidential office? and to go on for 
an indefinite succession, after having already possess* 
ed the office for forty yearsj out of forty-eight? — 
What would be the effect of such a stand, taken by 
the South and West, on the harmony of the demo* 
cratic party ? Certainly to destroy it! What would 
be its effect on the harmony of the States? Cei^ 
tainly to array them against each other! What 
would be its effect on the formation of parties? Cer* 
tainly to change it from the ground ef prindple, to 

the ground of territory ! to* subslitute a 
16 
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basis, for the political basis/on which parties row rest? 
Could these things be desirable to any friend of pop- 
ular government ? to any considerate and reflecting 
man in the South or West ? On the contrary, should 
not the democracy of the South and West, rejoice at 
an opportunity to show themselves superior to sec- 
tional bigotry, devoted to principle, intent upon the 
general harmony, inaccessible to intrigue, or to 
weakness; and ready to support the cause of de^ 
mocracy, whether, the representative of the cause 
eomes from this, or that side, of a river, or a moun- 
tain? — A Southern and a Western man myself, this 
is the State of my own feelings, and I rejoice ta see 
that your convention has acted upon them. And if, 
what I have here written, (and which I could not 
have written if I had accepted the most honorable' 
and gratifying nomination of* your convention,) if this 
letter, too long for the occasion, but too short for my 
feelings ! if it shall contribute to prevent the di^op- 
tioh of the republican party, and the consequent loss 
of all the advantages recovered for tha constitution 
mod ihe people, under the administration of President 
Jackson, then shall I feel the consolation of having 
done a better service to the republic by refusing to 
take, than I can ever do, by taking oflSce. 

Hoping then, my dear sir, that the nomination of 
your convention maiy have its full eflbct in iavor «f 
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Mr. Van Buren, and that it may be entirely foi^t- 
ten, so far as it re^rds myself, except in the grateful 
recollections of my own bosom, I remain most truly 
and sineerelyj yours, 

THOMAS H, BENTON. 
Maj. Gen. Davis, Manchester, Missisaippi. 



Substance of Mr. Van Burhn^s Speech in 1824, 
in the Senate of the United States, in favor of 
the bill abolishing imprisonment for debt, 

4 f 

[One of the first messures proposed by 1^. Tan Buren as a 
member of the Legislature of New-York, was a biU to abolish im- 
prisoBment for debt, except in cases of fraud* malicious injury, 
and groos breach of trust For several years in succesaon he in- 
troduced and wai*m]y urg^d bills to this effect, in the State Sen- 
ate, and at length suceeded in obtaining the concurrence of that 
body; but as the bill failed in the Assembly^ this great improvew 
ment in jurisprudence, was not ultimately adopted in New- York, 
until 9ome years afler he had been transferred to the Senate of 
the United States. In that body he also distinguished himself, 
/along with Col. Jobksokt and others, in. endeavouring to efface 
this relic of barbarism' from our national ^stem. The following 
is a brief outline of one of his speeches on the subject. The 
sketch is quite imperfect, but will repay an attei^tive perusal.] 

Mr. Van Buren, said that his preference for the 
bill was founded on an entire conviction, that whilst 
it secured to the creditor means for the collection of 
his debt, of far greater efficacy than those now al- 
low^ by law, it would, in all the eases which are 
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wbjeot to its operation, eflfectually remove that fool 
•tain upon our jurisprudence — the power of a cred- 
itor to deprive his debtor of his liberty, on account 
of his inability to pay the debt he ows; — a power 
which confounds the distinction between virtue and- . 
vice, and which* contrary to the fitness of things^ 
awards the same measure of punishment for misfor- 
tune as for fraud, but in its practical operation inflicts 
that punishment upon the unfortunate only, whilst 
the really guilty laugh at its impotent and unavail- 
ing provisions. 

Mr. V. B. would first consider the efiect of the 
billy upon the ability of the creditor to collect bis 
debt On this point it is to be observed that the 
debt can only be paid by property. To reach that, 
then, is the only object Beyond that, it is conce4* 
ed by all, that imprisonment is not only useless but 
indefensible* 

By the existing law, bail is allowed on mesne pro- 
cess, and jail limits on an execution against the body. 
Those who have the property you are in pursuit of, 
will get bail for both these objects. This we know. 
Now what IS the character of such imprisonment and 
what are its efiects? In this respect, the state laws 
govern. In their legislatures, the same dispositioa 
has been manifested, which is every where evinced^ 
when the subject is acted upon — that is to say— ^an 
entire willingness to surrender the substancCf 
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<u>mpanied by a mysterious adherence to the fwm. 
The Jail limits are in some places parts of the town 
or city where the jail is situated; in others, the 
whole town or city; and in many cases the whole 
county. What can the debtor do who has property 
to pay his debts but is destitute of the inclination and 
the honesty to apply it? He can take a house with- 
in the limits, partake of the domestic comforts of 
his family, and live in such style as bis ijaclixiation 
suggests and his means allow of. 

On this point other Senators will speak from their 
own observation: according to his experience and 
4)bservatlon, Mr. Van Buren thought that in the 
great mass of cases, the existing remedy was wholly 
inefficacious, to wrest the property of an unwilling 
debtor from his grasp. Let us now look to the ef- 
fect of the substitute proposed. What is that sub- 
stitute ?-^lt is the reverse of the present system. It 
makes imprisonment what it should be — a harah 
iiieans to secure a justifiable end. If the debtor coo- 
templates a fraud upon bis creditor — if he intends to 
betray the trust reposed in him by withdrawing his 
person from the process necessary to arrive at hjs 
property, he may, on the oath of the creditor, be 
arrested, and subjected to close custody, unless he 
jgives bail that he will be forthcoming. If a debtor 
Jbas practiced a fraud uppa biserediior, by concealing 

or traoffferriDg his property^ jtp .evad^ the payment 
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of his debtSi or even by so investing it as to exempt 
it from execution, the creditor, on an aflidavit of his 
suspicion only, may arrest hrm ; may subject the 
fact to judicial examination, and hold him to bail for 
his appearance, to abide the result of such examina-^ 
tion. He may, by the amendment of the gentleman 
from Delaware, examine the debtor on oath, and 
confront him with his trustees and confederates, and 
if the fact is found against him, by a jury of his 
country, his condition is changed, and from the 
mere delinquenc}^ of a debtor, his situation becomes 
assimilated, in a great degree, to that of the felon. — 
And the treatment he thereafter received, is as it 
ought to be, of a similar character. 

Instead of residing in the bosom of his family, riot- 
ing on the fruits of his fraud, whilst his more honeijl^ 
creditor and his family are deprived of thesr bread' 
by their mi^laced confiilence, he will be stripped of 
these indulgences; be will be torn from the parental 
board which he contamibates, and from a society 
• which he corrupts, and placed where he ought to be, 
in the walls of a prison, under the restraints of grates 
and bars. The character of fair dealing between 
man and man, is promoted, when the guilty are pu- 
nished. Mr. V, B. appealed to every man of reflec- 
tion to tell him whether he was not satisfied thii 
means like these tirill go fiirther to secure the 
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interests of the creditor, than the pitiful and intricate 
machinery of the present system ? 

In addition to this is the right given by the pro- 
posed bill to imprison, on evidence of the conceal- 
ment of the fraudulent debtor. This feature is desi- 
rable — not only because it secures the punishment 
of the guilty, but Because it markes the distinc- 
tion between fraud and misfortune, the great point 
which has always been desired by the friends of 
humanity* It is not the privations of the fraudu- 
lent, which have so constantly excited the disciples 
of philanthropy. It never has been any where dis- 
puted, that the fraudulent debtor deserved all, and 
more than all, the stipulated rigor of the present law. 
But it has been because what he deserved, had been 
heaped upon the head of the innocent and the un- 
fortunate, that so much sympathy had been excited. 
That distinction » if the bill passes, will be made, so 
far as the courts of the United States are concerned. 
Those high grades of fraud which add to the breach 
of moral obligation ; the violation of public trust, 
(being the cases of public officers embezzling public 
monies,) those of a second grade, which consists in 
the violation of trusts reposed by those who have 
gone to their long account, and which are practised 
to the injury of the widow and orphan, (the case of 
embezzlement by executors, administrator!, and guar- 
dians) and the simple frauds praetieed by man upon 
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his fellow man, when dealing at arms length, all ^ 
when duly ascertain^ and proved will be punished 
by the provisions of this bill as they deserve. In 
such imprisonment all will acquiesce; by it the 
claims of justice will be satisfied, and no moral feel- 
ing violated. On a man imprisoned for such cause, 
the community would look with feelings of indiffer- 
ence. They might pity the depravity, and despise 
the meanness of spirit, which had brought him to that 
condition; but real sympathy would, in such cases, be 
strangers to their bosoms. But imprisonment of the 
unfortunate debtor, whether it consists of many or 
a few, ought every where to be regarded as jin 
outrage upon the moral sense of a civilized and chris- 
tian community. Such are the provisions of the 
bill on the table ; and such the additional remedies 
given to the creditor. 

Now what are the rights of the creditor surren- 
dered? — they consist — 

1st. In tlie privilege of arbitrary arrest or mesne 
process. 

2d. In arbitrary imprisonment on execution. 

As to ih^ JirsL By the law as it will stand if the 
bill passes; the creditor, on his own affidavit, of the 
existence of the debt, and apprehension of departure, 
may arrest. By the law, as it now stands, in most of 
the stateS} the creditor may, without proof of the 
4ebt, hold the person whom he chooses to consider 
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hit debtor, to bail| in any amount he pleaaea, and 
imprison him at least for a season, unless he opsins 
bail. Is this right ? Contrast it with proceedings 
for crime. No man can be arrested for any crime, 
not even for the lowest, without previous alSdavit of 
crime committed, and suspicion, at'teast, as to the 
author, and after arrest^ he cannot be committed 
without previous and full examination of the circum- 
stances upon which that suspicion rests! But in a 
civil case, a man may be arrecrted and committed for 
trial, at the will and pleasure of his fellow citizens 
Is there not a repugnance in these provisions as re- 
volting to our feeling, as it is destructive of sound 
policy ? Will any man believe, that if any legisla- 
ture of any country were to sit down to form a sys- 
tem combining both subjects, one involving such 
discrepancy would be adopted ? They surely would 
not. Mr. y. B. put the question to honorable Sena- 
tors, if the whole matter was before you, and you 
were now, for the first time, to act upon it, would 
you do so? Every honorable member will at once 
answer that he would not, and still we are content to 
acquiesce in what is, because it has been, and to con- 
tinue the toleration of abuses plain and manifest as 
the meridian sun, rather than give ourselves the trou- 
ble to break the fetters by which sturdy habit has 
bound us. 

As to the second. The right of arbitrary impri- 
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sonment on the execution, without fraud or co6ceal- 
ment proved.. Upon whom does it fall? Mr. V. B. 
had already shown that those who have property will 
get bail. It is therefore the poor and friendless only 
who feel its rigor. Its inhumanity and its injustice 
as it bears upon them, are too manifest to need eluci- 
dation. All acquiesce, or, at least, seem to do so, in 
this view of the case. In a word, it is punishment 
without guUt, which no man. will approve. It is 
punishment without expiation — punishment at which 
the best feelings of our nature revolt. lu criminal 
cases, by the lapse of time, the measure of personal 
suffering becomes full, and the claims of public ju»r 
tice are satisfied. Not so with the imprisoned debtor. 
The sun rises and the sun sets ; but his condition re- 
mains the same, and if death sets his spirit free, the 
creditor not only succeeds to his dead body, but to 
whatever estate accident may have devolved upon 
him. Imprisonment is not only of such character 
and consequence to the unfortunate debtor himself, * 
but its injurious consequences, without benefitting .the 
creditor, embrace the still more innocent family of 
the debtor, by depriving them of all means of sup- 
port. — More and worse than this~«operate as a pub;> 
fie injury, by preparing its subject for the commis- 
sion of crime, by destroying his pride of character, 
and by corrupting his principles; so that when h« is 
again let loose -iqpioo society, by the humanity of the 
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insolvent laws, or the relenting disposition of the 
creditor, he comes forth a confirmed misanthropist, 
if not a ready depredator on the property of others. 
Viewed therefore ip whatever light it may be, the 
imprisonment of the unfortunate debtor is a matter 
of unmixed mischief, which ought -no where to be 
tolerated, which is no where justified in terms^ 
though it is supported in substance. 

Mr. Van Buren said he would now insider the 
character and efiect of the imprisonment now allow- 
ed. What are ite advantages? — It is justified as a 
means to compel the debtor to disgorge concealed 
property, Mr. V. B, had already shown that as to 
him who has property to disgorge, and can therefore 
secure the privilege of the limits, the measure is 
wholly inoperative. 

Upon those who have no property, it is not only 
Wholly ineffectual, but very oppressive. It is pun- 
ishing first and enquiring afterwards. It is inflict- 
iiig severe chastisement for a supposed injury to an 
individual, constituting the injured party both judge 
and jury. It ]partakes of the character of the rack^ 
putting its victim to the torture, without knowing 
Whether he has any thing to confess or not. It 1$ 
said .that to repeal the old law, would, deprive th«^' 
creditor of one of his securities. As the bill now 
ttaodSi with it$ operation coofined to edntracti which 
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are made after the fourth of July next, it cannot be 
said to deprive the creditor of any security which 
he possessed, at the time of entering into the con* 
tract It can therefore only be objectionable, if ob- 
jectionable at ally because it will prevent the taking 
of future securities of that character. Mr. V. B. 
saidf that with him the greatest merit of the bill was 
that it produces that effect. Mr. V. B. agreed fully 
with a distinguished writer, who says^ that he who 
trusts, with a design to sue, is criminal by the act 
What is it? — Strip the transaction of the drapery of 
courts, officers, and forms of proceeding, which are 
but the instruments of the law, to give effect to the 
contract as made between the parties, and suppose 
the contract to express all that by the law, as it stands, 
it implies. It would tlien provide that if the <^btpr 
failed on the appointed day to pay the debt he had 
contracted, it should be lawful for the creditor to tear 
him from his family, and to restrain him of his liber- 
ty, by confining him within prison walls, whether 
his inability to pay arose from misfortune or fault, and 
whilst so confined to leave him to be sustained by his. 
own resources, or if he had none by the charity of his 
fellow-citizens, until he should be discharged by 
their humanity, or the humanity of the laws of his 
country. Suppose a contract thus actually written 
out — ^what would a christian community say to such 
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a bargain ? In what portion of this country would 
the man who had dared to enter into it, venture to 
expose his person to the hisses of his fellow-citizens? 
And still this is but the unvarnished statement of a 
transaction which, when disguised by the interven- 
tion of courts, and consecrated by immemorial usage, 
receives the vigorous support of some of the best and 
wisest men that our country produces. Sir, said 
Mr. y. B. I am for breaking up contracts of this 
character. I would dissolve this alliance which is 
supposed to exist between the counting house and the 
jail. I would compel men to conduct their dealings 
on higher and better principles, and to look to better 
grounds of reliance, than to bailifis and turnkeys. — • 
I would have them depend upon the character or 
prope^ of those with whpm they deal ; and rest as- 
sured the best results would flow .from the establish- 
ment of such a system. It cannot be necessary to 
state, that in all dealings upon credit, the terms of the 
contract will be greatly controlled by the nature of 
the security. What must be the terms of those bar- 
gains which mainly depend upon a security of this 
description ? Can chey be otherwise than the opera- 
tions of griping avarice upon helpless poverty, or of 
etipic}ity.and cunning upon improvident and danger- 
ous^eculations ? They must, in the nature of 

things, be of this character. If this system be abo- 
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lithedy those who desire credit will pursue a dittt* 
Tent course to obtain it They will seek to inspire 
confidence by industry, probity* and punctuality. — 
By this course they will be sure to obtain it, and the 
credit they thus obtain will derate their character, 
increase their happiness, and benefit the communily. 

It is further objected that the alteration of the sys- 
tem will impair credit Mr. V. B. had already 
stated what species of credit it must necessarily be, 
which would be thus impaired, and how little objec- 
tion exists against putting a check upon such credit 
But what reason is there to believe that this appre* 
hended effect upon credit, would be produced. In 
this, as in all other cases, speculation must yield to 
fact, or you are led into error. 

The suggestions of experience must be listened to. 
How stands the fact ? What is the condition of the 
credit most prevalent in the country ; that on which 
nine-tenths of the every day business of the couatry 
rests ? It is bank paper. And what security does 
the holder of a bank note ask or receive, when he 
takes it ? The right to imprison the tirawer ? No ! 
he never thinks of it He will sell his estate, and 
take in payment the notes of associated individuals, 
without its ever occurring to him, that the right to 
imprison the drawer, is not secured to him ; but if he 
sells a horse, or a cow, and takes the note of a single 
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ikidividuali he deems it a matter of yltal importance, 
that his lien upon the body of debtors should be pro- 
tected bj the strongest statutes. When you pay an 
annual premium fcTsecure your houses against the 
flames^ or your Tessels against winds and waves, do 
ymi think of the right to imprison ? No. But when 
we dole out a miserable pittance of their cargo, this 
hankering after corporeal security posseses us. Such 
are the miserable contradictions into which we are 
led by the blind force of babit. But suppose a 
check is put to credit Is it certain that such a re- 
sult would be an evil? Mr. V. B. thought not — 
He thought, on the contrary, that much of the dis- 
tress which has prevailed, and in some places conti- 
nues to prevail, arose from the unrestrained credit 
which has been given in this country. It has led to 
extravagancies in every form. In the manner of 
living, in buildings, in equipages, in dress an(i orna- 
ments, in every thing, you have seen its pernicious 
influence. . The frugal habits of our ancestors who 
dealt in the property they actually had, have given 
way to the prodigality of those who deal in the ideal 
eapital which credit has given them, and the conse- 
quence has been that we have lost that independence 
our ancestors possessed. Without enlarging upon the 
subject, Mr. V. B. was satisfied, that a check to cre- 
dit, 80 far from being objectionable, was desirable. 
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We have seen that we cannot check thp improvi- 
dence of the debtor ; let us therefore endeavor to re- 
atrain the cupidity of the creditor. In every point 
of view, therefore, in which he had been able to 
consider the subject, Mr. V. B. was decidedly in fa- 
vor of the bill; and he trusted it would receive ibm 
approbation of Congress, and of the country. 
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